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1. How can we know
the difference
between a true

prophet and a false

prophet?

ANSWER ACCORDING TO
THE WATCHTOWER:

“True, there have been those in times past who
predicted an ‘end of the world,” even announcing a
specific date. ...Yet, nothing happened. The ‘end’

did not come. They were guilty of false
prophesying. Why? What was missing? ...Missing
from such people were God’s truths and the evidence

that he was guiding and using them.”
—Awake!, October 8, 1968, p. 23

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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ATIMETO

CONFIDENT HOPE

HE evidence that we are far along in

the ‘last days” can be either good
news or bad news to you, depending on
the position you take. If you long to be
free from a rule that has proved both
unsatisfactory and unrighteous and that
is torn more and more by discord and

-confusion; if you really love what is right

and have a sincere desire to do the will
of your Creator, then this evidence should
make you rejoice. Why? Because, as Jesus
Christ said: “As these things start to oc-

-cur, raise yourselves erect and lift your

heads up, because your deliverance is
getting near.”—Luke 21:28.

A perfect government, heaven-based
and with heaven’s blessing and heaven’s
power backing it up, will soon take com-

‘plete control of this earth. In this way

God will answer the prayer: “Let your
kingdom come.” What better news could
there be?

Still some persons may say: “How can
you be sure? Maybe it is later than many
people think. But maybe it is not as late
as some persons claim. People have been
mistaken about these prophecies before.”

The Difference
True, there have been those in times
past wﬁo predicted an “end to the world,”

OCTOBER 8, 1968

even announcing a specific date. Some
have gathered groups of people with them
and fled to the hills or withdrawn into
their houses waiting for the end. Yet
nothing happened. The “end” did not come.
They were guilty of false prophesying.
Why? What _was missing?

Missing was the full measure of evi-
dence required in fulfillment of Bible
prophecy. Missing from such people were
God'’s truths and the evidence that he was
guiding'and using them.

- But what about today? Today we have
the evidence required, all of it. And it is
overwhelming! All the many, many parts
of the great sign of the “last days” are
here, together with verifying Bible chro-
nology. .

Take a simple illustration: Suppose on
a hot day at the beginning of summer,
someone told you that winter was coming
within a week because he had seen some
trees without leaves. But those trees could
have died from disease or age. So, by itself
that would not be enough evidence that
winter was approaching. Especially so
when none of the other trees had shed
their leaves, when the heat continued day
after day, and when the calendar told you
it was just the beginning of summer. You

23
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2. Has the Watchtower
Society claimed to be
God’s “prophet”? How
can we know the
difference between a
true prophet and a false
prophet?

ANSWER ACCORDING TO
THE WATCHTOWER:

“So, does Jehovah have a prophet to help them, to warn
them of dangers and to declare things to come? ...He
had a “prophet” to warn them. This “prophet” was not
one man, but was a body of men and women. It was the

small group of footstep followers of Jesus Christ, known at
that time as International Bible Students. Today they are

known as Jehovah’s Christian witnesses. ...Of course, it
1s easy to say that this group acts as a “prophet” of God. It
1s another thing to prove it. The only way that this can be
done is to review the record. What does it show?” —The
Watchtower, April 1, 1972, p. 197

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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EHOVAH GOD is interested in having
people know him. Though he is invis-
ible to human eyes, he provides various
ways by which they can know his per-
sonality. They can know what to expect
from him and what he expects of them.

One can come to understand that Je-

hovah is a God of surpassing wisdom by
observing creation. This also reveals the
loving care with which he designed things
for man’s welfare and enjoyment. A
second way to know God is through his
Word of truth, the Bible. Herein one finds
the full expression of Jehovah's purpose
toward mankind—why man is on the earth
and the blessings that God has in store.

A third way of coming to know Jeho-
vah God is through his representatives. In
ancient times he sent prophets as his spe-
cial messengers. While these men foretold
things to come, they also served the peo-
ple by telling them of God’s will for them
at that time, often also warning them of
dangers and calamities. People today can
view the creative works. They have at
hand the Bible, but it is little read or un-
derstood. So, does Jehovah have a proph-
et to help them, to warn them of dangers
and to declare things to come?

-» IDENTIFYING THE “PROPHET”
These questions can be answered in the
affirmative. Who is this prophet? The cler-

gy of the so-called
“Christian” nations hold
themselves before the
people as being the ones
commissioned to speak
for God. But, as pointed
out in the previous issue
of this magazine, they
have failed God and
failed as proclaimers of
his kingdom by approv-
ing a man-made political
organization, the League
of Nations (now the
United Nations), as “the political expres-
sion of the Kingdom of God on earth.”
However, Jehovah did not let the peo-
ple of Christendom, as led by the clergy,
go without being warned that the League
was a counterfeit substitute for the real
kingdom of God. He had a ‘prophet” to
warn them. This “prophet” was not one
man, but was a body of men and women.
It was the small group of footstep follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, known at that time
as International Bible Students. Today
they are known as Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses. They are still proclaiming a
warning, and have been joined and as-
sisted in their commissioned work by hun- .
dreds of thousands of persons who have
listened to their message with belief.
Of course, it is easy to say that this
up acts as.a ‘‘prophet” of God. It is

another thing to prove it. The only kay

_that this ;m“m"@e is to review the
reco?a'_n.A 'hat does it show?

ng the Wor ar I period this
group, the International Bible Students,
was very active in preaching the good
news of God’s kingdom, as their Leader
Jesus Christ had set this work before them
in his prophecy at Matthew 24:14. They
took literally Jesus’ words to the Roman
governor Pontius Pilate: “My kingdom is
no part of this world.” (John 18:36) They
also took to heart Jesus’ words to his fol-

1
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1914

3. What does the
Watchtower Society’s
record show? Did the
Society proclaim that

1914 would “end” world
governments?

STATEMENT FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“...the ‘battle of the great day of God Almighty’
(Rev. 16:14), which will end in A.D. 1914 with the
complete overthrow of earth’s present rulership,
is already commenced.”—The Time is At Hand,
Studies in the Scriptures, vol. 2, 1886,
1911 edition, p. 101

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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100 Tke Time is at Hand,

obtained the dominion (Dan. 2: 37, 38) ; Medo-Persia exist- 1
ed before it conquered Babylon ; and so with all kingdoms .
they must first have existed and have received superio;- 1
power before they could conquer others. So, too, with }

(%od’s Kingdom: it has existed in an embryo form for §
eighteen centuries; but it, with the world at large, was
made subject to ¢ the powers that be,’” ¢ ordained of (‘:od "4
Until their “seven times’’ shall end, the Kingdom of Gc;d ;
tannot come into universal dominion. However, like the 3

others, it must obtain power adequate to the overthrow of

these kingdoms before it shall break them in pieces.

S0, in this  Day of Jehovah,” the  Day of Trouble,” §

our Lord takes hisgreat power (hithertodérmant)and reigns
?

e
Y

and this it is that will cause the trouble, though the world |

will not so recognize it for some time. i
shall share in this work of breaking to piece’:‘ };teste}:i sl?i:]ts
doms, there can be no doubt. It is written, < Thisg honf;
h.ave all his saints—to execute the judgments written, to
bm.d their kings with chains, and their nobles with fet;er
of iron ""—of strength. (Psa. 149: 8, 9.) ““He that overs
c?meth, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I-
g1ve power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they [the empir,
be broken to shivers.”’—Rev. 2 : 26, 27; Psa. 2: 8 “]
.But our examination, in the preceding volume c;f t,hz. reat
difference in charaéter between the Kingdom ;f Godgand
t}.xe beastly kingdoms of earth, prepares us to see also a
difference in modes of warfare. The methods of conquest
and breaking will be widely different from any which (%m g
ever before overthrown nations. He who now takes hvx:
great power to reign is shown in symbol (Rev. 19:1 ) as
the one whose sword went forth ouz of kis mouth, ¢ th;t 5Wit‘h
it he should smite the nations ; and he shall rul’e them with
arod of iron.”” ‘That sword is the TRUTH (Eph. 6:17);

Times of the Gentiles. 101

and the living saints, as well as many of the world, are now
being used as the Lord’s soldiers in overthrowing errors and
evils. But let no one hastily infer a peaceadle conversion
of the nations to be here symbolized ; for many scriptures,
Such as Rev. 11:1%, 18 ; Dan. 12:1; 2 Thes. 2: 8 ; Psalms
149 and 47, teach the very opposite.

Be not surprised, then, when in subsequent chapters we
present proofs that the setting up of the Kingdom of God
is already begun, that it is pointed out in prophecy as due
to begin the exercise of power in A. D. 1878, and that the
‘‘battle of the great day of God Almighty’’ (Rev. 16:14.),
which will end in A. D. 1914 with the complete overthrow
of earth’s present rulership, is already commenced. The
gathering of the armies is plainly visible from the stand-
point of God's Word.

If our vision be unobstructed by prejudice, when we get
the telescope of God's Word rightly adjusted we may see
with clearness the charaéter of many of the events due to
take place in the ¢ Day of the Lord’—that we are in the
very midst of those events, and that ¢ the Great Day of His

Wrath is come.”’
The sword of truth, already sharpened, is to smite every

evil system and custom—civil, social and ecclesiastical.
Nay, more, we can see that the smiting is commenced:
freedom of thought, and human rights, civil and religious,
long lost sight of under kings and emperors, popes, synods,
councils, traditions and creeds, are being appreciated and
asserted as never before. The internal conflit is already
fomenting : it will ere long break forth as a consuming fire,
and human systems, and errors, which for centuries have
fettered truth and oppressed the groaning creation, must
melt beforeit. VYes, truth—and widespread and increasing
knowledge of it—is the sword which is perplexing and
wounding the heads over many countries. (Psa. 110:6.)

THE TIME [S AT HAND (Shdies inthe Seriphures, vol. 2 ) 1536, 191 editvon
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“Tur PATM OF THE JUST IS AS THE SHINING LIGHTY, WHICH SHINETH MORR
AND MORE UNTO THE PERFECT DAY.’

SERIES II

Fhe Fime 18 at Jfand.

1,045,000 EDITION,

% TIMES OF REFRESHING SHALL COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD ! AND
ME SHALL SEND JRSUS CHRIST, * * * WHOM THR
MRAVENS MUST RETAIN UNTIL

THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS,

WHICH GOD HATH SPOKEN BY THR MOUTH OF ALL KIS HOLY PROPHETS SINCE THER
WORLD BRGAN.” ‘/ YE, BRETHREN, ARR NOT IN DARKNRESS, THAT THAT
DAY SHOULD OVERTAKE YOU AS A THIER."
ACTS 3:19-21; 1 THES. 5:4.

INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
BROOKLYN, N. Y, U.B. A.
1911




4. How sure was the
Watchtower Society that
the date 1914 would not
be “changed” and that it
was “not the date for the

beginning, but for the
end” of this world?

STATEMENT FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“We see no reason for changing the figures—nor
could we change them if we would. They are, we
believe, God’s dates, not ours. But bear in mind that
the end of 1914 is not the date for the beginning,
but for the end of the time of trouble.”—Zion’s
Watch Tower, July 15, 1894, p. 226-231 [Watchtower
Reprints, p. 1677]

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org



Tuery 15, 1894

Trust in the Lord, wait patiently for him, and he will bring
to pass in his due time and way (the best time and way) all
the gracious promises of his Word—including the blessing
of all the families of earth.

" We see the various inequalities and wrongs of the present
system of society more clearly than others, because we see them
from the standpoint of the Lord’s Word; but we can see

tionize matters, that would be undesirable: it would produce a
condition far worse than the present. Far better the present
social system than none; ang far better, while the present
system continues, that the power remain in the hands of men
of judgment and moderation than that the lever of power be
suddenly transferred into the hands of the rash and inex-
perienced masses, unused to weighty responsibilities, and mere
novices and experimenters upon all questions, social and finan-
cial. A thousand times better is a social system in the hands
of education and experience, even though selfish, than no social
system, or an experimental one in the hands of novices equally
selfish, but not equally moderate. We much prefer them to
stay as long as we can Wwhere we are than to change to any
other arrangement that men can originate, or assist in any
way .to precipitate the trouble, which sooner or later 'must
inevitably involve all nations and all individuals,

Better, far better, wait on the Lord,—wait until his time
for establishing his kingdom and have it come about in his
way. He will eventually restrain the forces of evil and sel-
fishness in both rich and poor and bring in equity and ever-
lasting righteousneas,
© 8o, then, ajthough we know that the revolution and an-
archy and 't‘;o'uble are surely coming, let us, “brethren” of
‘Christ, do nothing to promote or hasten it. Let our advice

ZION’S WATCH TOWER

also that, if it were within our power to suddenly revolu--

(226 -231)

be to the contrary, to any of our friends who seek our coun-
sel. Especially let us improve the opportunity for pointing
out to them the true and only'remed{ for present distress—
Christ’s kingdom and its new social order under the law
of Love. And, to all who have ears to hear, preach Christ
the Redeemer, soon, as the Great Physician, to be the Restorer
of all who cheerfully ‘obey him. Point him out as now our
Saviour, your Saviour. Tell them of the joy and peace and
blessing which he gives and which he promises shall abide
with us in every condition. 'Tell them that it is for this rea-
son that “We will not fear though the earth [society] be re-
moved; though the mountains {governments] be removed and
carried into the midst of the sea [the ungovernable masses];
though the waters [the people] thereof roar and be trou-
bled; though the mountains [governments] shake with the
swellings [riots, tumults, etc.] thereof.”

And if they become interested and willing, lead them to the
Lamb of God and the streams of truth that make glad the
true people of God,—and if they be converted to God, seal
them in the forehead (mind, intellect) with the wonderful pres-
ent truth with which God has caused us to be sealed.—Rev. 7:3.

Remember that now is the time to be active co-workers
with God in doing this sealing work, and that the disturb-
ing winds are being held back until the sealing work is done.
Therefore, when the present disturbances pass away and an-
other season of comparative calm follows, continue earnest and
zealous in the sealing work, knowing that the time is short
and that the night [the darker period—cometh when no man
oan work.” We must labor while it is ealled day, and cannot
hope for a more favorable opportunity than the present. “Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life,”
18 the promise.

Seventeen ‘years ago people said, concerning the time fea-
tures presented in MILLENNIAL DAwN, They seem reasonable
in many respects, but surely no such radical changes could
occur between now and the close of 1914: if you had proved
that they would come about in a century or two, it would
seemn ‘much more probable. oo

What changes have since occurred, and- what velocity is
gained daily?

“The old is quickly passing and the new is coming in.”

Now, in view of recent labor troubles and t.hreatene(;l an-

CAN IT BE DELAYED UNTIL 1914?

archy, our readers are writing to know if there may not be a
mistake in the 1914 date. They say that they do not see how
present -conditions can hold out so long under the strain.

pee no reason f ging the figures—nor could we

0 8 10 3
0. rouble,
Ve see no reason for ¢ an%;xg- om our opinion expressed In
the view pregented in the Watom Tower of January 15, ’02,
We advise that it be read again.

- We published one hundred and fifteen thousand copies of
this tract, and have sent samples to all our TowEer readers.
It seems to give general satisfaction, and orders from all quar-
ters are large. We advise the circulation of this tract by all
of you—on street cars, steam cars, at hotels and depots, and
Sundays' on the street corners—until every one within your
reach has been supplied. Order all that you will agree o uge.
Never mind the money. Many have opportunity for distrib-
uting sample copies of Old Theology Tracts who have no money

TRACT No, 21—-DO YOU KNOW?

to spare to pay for their printing, etc., but others, again, who
have less opportunity for distributing tracts, take delight in
meeting the publishing expenses, and thus help to preach the
“good tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people.”
The first edition, although large, is already exhausted, but
we have another addition of over two hundred thousand under
way, which will be ready in about ten days. Send in your
order and have a share in this feature of the harvest work.

There should be a million of these tracts distributed this year.

8:2, 4, ‘

The Bcriptures not only point us to the future age and
call. the; spiritual . government of Christ which shall then
exist & “new heavens,” and earthly sociely and institutions
under it a ‘“new earth;” but the present spiritual rulership
[under Satan, “the prince of this world”] and earthly in-
stitutions under it are termed “The present evil world,” dis-
: pensation or epoch. Moreover, we are informed that the
E present dominion of evil has not lasted forever, but that it
was preceded by a still different dispensation or epoch spoken
of as “the world that was before the flood,” which also had
a heavens or spiritual ruling power, and an earth, or con-
dition of men subject to that spiritual dominion.

The three worlds mentioned by Peter (2 Pet. 3:6, 7, 13)
designate these three great epochs of time, in each of which,
1 God’s plan with reference to men has a distinct and separate
: outline, yet each is but a part of the one great plan which,

when complete, will exhibit the divine wisdom, though con-
Eid?"ed separately these parts would fail to show their deep
esign.

Since that first “world” (“heavens and earth,” or that
order of things,) passed away at the time of the flood, it
follows that it must have been a different order from the

, present, and hence the prince of this present evil world wae

“ANGELS WHICH- KEPT NOT THEIR FIRST ESTATE"

" “The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and thoy took them wives of all, which they chose,
. ..sAnd they bear children to them, the same became mighty men, which were of old, men of renown.”—Gen.

not the princo of that which preceded this—of the world or
dispensation before the flood.

Several scriptures seem to throw light on God’s dealings
during that first dispensation, and we think give a further
and clesrer insight into his plan and purpose as a whole.
The thought suggested l;ly these is, that the first world (the
dispensation before the flood) was under the supervision and
special ministration of the angels; that these were man’s
governors and overseers commissioned to communicate God’s
will and to rule over the fallen and degenerating race, which,
because of sin, needed this government.

That angels were the rulers of that epoch is mot only

indicated by all references to that period, but may be -

reasonably inferred from the Apostle’s remark when con-
trasting the present .dispensation with the past and the
future. He endeavors to show both the righteousness and
the_enduring character ‘of the future rulership of the world,
saying, “The world to come hath he not put in subjection to
the angels.” - No, it is put under the control of Jesus and his
joint-heirs, and hence it shall not only be more righteous than
the present rule of Satan, but it shall be more successful
than waa the previous rule by the angels.—Ses Heb. 2:2, 5.

In their original estate all the angels seemed to possess

[1677]
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5. When 1914 failed,
what “date” did the
Society “change” in their
updated edition of The
Time is At Hand book?

STATEMENT FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“...the ‘battle of the great day of God Almighty’
(Rev. 16:14), which will end in A.D. 1915 with the
complete overthrow of earth’s present rulership,
is already commenced.”—The Time is At Hand,
Studies in the Scriptures, vol. 2, 1886, 1915 edition,
p. 101

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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100 _ The Time is at Hand.

obtained the dominion (Dan. 2: 37, 38) ; Medo-Persia exist-
ed before it conquered Babylon ; and so with all kingdoms :
they must first have existed and have received superior
power before they could conquer others. So, too, with
God’s Kingdom: it has existed in an embryo form for
eighteen centuries; but it, with the world at large, was
made subje to ¢ the powers that be,”’ ¢“ ordained of God.”
Until their ““seven times’’ shall end, the Kingdom of God
cannot come into universal dominion. However, like the
others, it must obtain power adequate to the overthrow of
these kingdoms before it shall break them in pieces.

So, in this ¢ Day of Jehovah,” the ¢ Day of Trouble,”
<. our Lord takes hisgreat power (hithertodormant)and reigns,
and this it is that will cause the trouble, though the world
will not so recognize it for some time. That the saints
shall share in this work of breaking to pieces present king-
doms, there can be no doubt. It is written, ¢ This honor
have all his saints—to execute the judgments written, to
bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters
of iron ’’—of strength. (Psa. 149:8, 9.) ¢‘He that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I

give power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a -

rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they [the empires]
be broken to shivers.”’—Rev. 2:26, 27; Psa. 2:8, 9.

But our examination, in the preceding volume, of the great
" difference in character between the Kingdom of God and
the beastly kingdoms of earth, prepares us to see also a
difference in modes of warfare. The methods of conquest
and breaking will be widely different from any which have
ever before overthrown nations. He who now takes his
great power to reign is shown in symbol (Rev. 19:15) as
the one whose sword went forth out of kis moutk, ¢ that with
it he should smite the nations ; and he shall rule them with
arod of iron.” That sword is the TRuTH (Eph. 6:17);

Times of the Gentiles. 101

and the Miving saints, as well' as many of the world, are now
being used as the Lord’s soldiers in overthrowing errors and
evils. But let no one hastily infer a peaceable conversion
of the nations to be here symbolized ; for many scriptures,
Such as Rev. 11:17, 18; Dan. 12:1; 2 Thes. 2: 8 ; Psalms
149 and 47, teach the very opposite.

Be not surprised, then, when in subsequent chapters we
present proofs that the setting up of the Kingdom of God
is already begun, that it is pointed out in prophecy as due
to begin the exercise of power in A. D. 1878, and that the
“hattle of the great day of God Almighty’’ (Rev. 16:14.),
which will end in A.D. 1915, with the complete overthrow
of earth’s present rulership, is already commenced. The
gathering of the armies is plainly visible from the stand-
point of God’s Word. ' . '

If our vision be unobstruéted by prejudice, when we get
the telescope of God’s Word rightly adjusted we may see
with clearness the charater of many of the events due to
take place in the ““Day of the Lord’’—that we are in the
very midst of those events, and that ¢ the Great Day of His

Wrath is come.”’
The sword of truth, already sharpened, is to smite every

evil system and custom——civil, social and ecclesiastical.
Nay, more, we can see that the smiting is commenced:
freedom of thought, and human rights, civil and religious,
long lost sight of under kings and emperors, popes, synods,
councils, traditions and creeds, are being appreciated and
asserted as never before. The internal conflict is already
fomenting : it will ere long break forth as a consuming fire,
and human systems, and errors, which for centuries have
fettered truth and oppressed the groaning creation, must
melt beforeit. Yes, truth—and widespread and increasing
knowledge of it—is the sword which is perplexing and
wounding the heads over many countries. (Psa. 110:6.),

THE TIME IS AT HAND (1886), 1915 edition
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Unto the Perfect Day."”

SERIES 11
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1,602,000 Edition. -
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1918

6. When 1915 failed,
what did the Society say
God would do in 1918?

STATEMENT FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“Also, in the year 1918, when God destroys the
churches wholesale and the church members by
millions, 1t shall be that any that escape shall come to
the works of Pastor Russel to learn the meaning of
the downfall of ‘Christianity.” ” —The Finished
Mystery, Studies in the Scriptures, vol. 7, 1917,

p. 485
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484 The Finished Mystery EZEK. !

24:18. So | spake unto the people in the morning: an
at even my wife died; and | did In the morning as | wa
commanded.—He continued his addresses and writings t
the Lord’'s people; his wife became to him as one deat:
and he continued uninterruptedly in the work of the mir
istry.

24:19. And the people sald unto me, WIlt thou not tel
us what these things are to us, that thou doest so?—Why
was Pastor Russell caused by his Father to endure thy

fiery trials and ecclesiastical falsehoods in connection wit}
this incident of his life?

THE CHURCHES TO CEASE TO BB

24:20, 21. Then | answered them, The word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, Speak unto the house of !srael
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, | will profane My Sanc
tuary, the exceliency of your strength, the desire of you
eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and
your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.
—God gives the reason. It was as a picture or parable o
what is to happen to Christendom. Until 1878 the nominal
church had been in a sense God's sanctuary or Temple;
but He was from then on, culminating in 1918, to remove it
with a stroke or plague of erroneous doctrines and deeds
Divinely permitted. The Church was the strength of Chris
tendom, that about which its life centered, and around
which its institutions were built. It was the desire of the
eyes of the people, that which all Christians loved. Never
theless, God was to make manifest the profanation which
ecclesjasticism had made of the Christlan Church, and to
cause the church organizations to become to Him as one
dead, an unclean thing, not to be touched, or mourned
And the “children of the church” shall perish by the
sword of war, revolution and anarchy, and by the Sword
of the Spirit be made to see that they have lost their hope
of life on the spirit plane—that “the door is shut.”

24:22. And ye shall do as | have done: ye shall not
cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men.—So universal
and dreadful will be the troubles that the dead will liter
ally lie unburied and unwept. There can be no mourning
for the dead in a period when the living are overwhelmed
by troubles worse than death.

24:23. And your tires shall be upon your heads; and
your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep;
but ye shall pine away for your Iniquities, and mourn one
toward another.—The mourning will be an inner sorrow
of a people stupefled by terrible experlences, who pine

The Boiling Caldron

avay and without outward expression sink together into
the fellowship of helpless grief.

24:24. Thus Ezeklel is unto you a sign: according to all
that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye
shall know that | am the Lord God.—Thus the silent sor-
row at Pastor Russell’s heart was to be & sign to Christen-
dom. The sorrowful experiences of Pastor Russell in this
connection shall later on be those of all Christendom;
“snd when this cometh” they shall know that Jehovah God
ts supreme, and back of all the judgments of the trouble
time,

PASTOR RUSSELL DEAD, BUT SPEAKING AGAIN
oo .o -

- raw . P

24:25, 26. Also, thou son of man, ghall it not be in the
day when 1 take from them thelr strength, the joy
of thelr glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon
they set their minds, thelr sons and thelr daughters. That
he that escapeth In that day shail come unto thee, to cause
thee to hear It with thine ears?—Algso. in the vear 1918,
when God destroys the churches wholesale and th hurch

mbers by milljons, 1t shall be tha;ani_tLt_gs_m_pe_sh_gﬂ
gome to the works of ?asttl); gltussel to learn the meaning
g the downfall of “Christian y.”

34:27. In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him
which Is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more
dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall
know that | am the Lord.—Pastor Russell's voice has been
stilled in death; and his voice is, comparatively speaking,
dumb to what it will be. In the time of revolution and
snarchy he shall speak, and be no more dumb to those
that escape the destruction of that day. Pastor Russell
shall “be & sign unto them,” shall tell them the truth about
the Divine appointment of the trouble, as they consult his
books, scattered to the number of ten million through-
out Christendom. His words shall be a sign of hope unto
them, enabling them to see the bright side of the cloud
and to look forward with anticipation to the glorious
Kingdom of God to be established. Then “they shall know
the Lord.”

+ Bulld thee more stately mansions, O my soul,
As the swift seasons roll!
Leave thy low vaulted past!
Let each new temple, nobler than the last,
Shut thee from heavcin w:;h ntdt}me more vast,
Till thou at length art free, |
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting sea.’

THE FINISHED MYSTERY, 1917




1925

7. When 1918 failed,
what date did the Society
give for the “old world”
to end and the “new
order” to begin with the
“resurrection” of the
Old Testament saints?

STATEMENT FROM AN EARLY
WATCHTOWER PUBLICATION:

“...the old order of things, the old world, is ending and is
therefore passing away, and that the new order is coming in,
and that 1925 shall mark the resurrection of the faithful
worthies of old... it is reasonable to conclude that millions of
people now on the earth will be still on the earth in 1925. Then,
based upon the promises set forth in the divine Word, we must
reach the positive and indisputable conclusion that millions
now living will never die.”—Muillions Now Living Will Never
Die, 1920, p. 97

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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that a plan of redemption exists and that the
way is open for him to accept the terms of it
and live. Knowledge being essential, it precedes
the reception of blessings from the Lord; and
knowing this fact, it is easy to be seen why the
adversary, the devil, and his agencies so dili-
gently strive to prevent the people from know-
ing the truth. But when Messiah’s kingdom is
established we are definitely informed (Revela-
tion 20:1-4) that Satan will be restrained of
his power that he might deceive the nations no
more; and then the people shall know the truth

" - and nothing shall hinder them from knowing it.

POSITIVE PROMISE

The words of Jesus must be given full force
and effect because he spake as never man spake.

His speech was with absolute authority. And in
‘God’'s due time his words must have a fulfill-

ment; and they cannot have a fulfillment until
that due time. Jesus plainly said: “Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying,
he shall never see death”. (John 8:51) As
above stated, no one could keep the saying of
Jesus until he hears it, until he has a knowledge
of God’s arrangemeént. Throughout the Gospel
age none but Christians have had this knowledge
and all who have kept this saying and keep it
faithfully until the end will receive life everlast-
ing on the divine plane. (Revelation 2:10) The
remainder of mankind have not heard it:; there-
fore could not keep it. They will hear, however,

NN

W ——

Millions Now Living Will Never Die 97

in due time after the establishment of the king-
dom. Then it shall come to pass that every one
who will keep the saying of the Lord shall never
see death, This promise would not have been
made by Jesus if he did not intend to carry it
into full force and effect in due time.

Again he said: ‘“Whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die”. (John 11:26)
Do we believe the Master's statement? If so,
when the time comes for the world to know, then
they who believe and, of course, render them-
selves in obedience to the terms-have the abso-
lute and positive statement of Jesus that they
shall never die.

Based upon the argument heretofore set forth,
then, that the old order of things, the old world,
is ending and is therefore passing away, and
that the new order is coming in, and that 1925
shall mark the resurrection of the faithful
worthies of old and the beginning of reconstruc-
tion, it is reasonable to conclude that millions
of people now on the earth will be still on the
earth in 1925. Then, based upon the promises
get forth in the divine Word, we must reach the
positive and indisputable conclusion that mil-
lions now living will never die.

Of course, it does not mean that every one will
live; for some will refuse to obey the divine
law; but those who have been evil and turn
again to righteousness and obey righteousness
shall live and not die. Of this we have the posi-
tive statement of the Lord’s prophet, as follows:




1940's

8. Why did the Society
discourage Jehovah’s

Witnesses from bearing
children in 1938?

STATEMENTS FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“...1it would therefore appear that there is no
reasonable or Scriptural injunction to bring children
into the world immediately before Armageddon,

where we now are.”—The Watchtower,
November 1, 1938, p. 324
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the gencrations of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth; and unto them were sons born after the
. flood.” (Gen. 10:1) “These are the generations of
Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat
Arphaxad two years after the flood; and Shem lived
after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and be-
gat sons and daughters.”—Genesis 11: 10, 11.

® There is no evidence that any children were taken
into the ark, but, on the contrary, the Secriptural
record is that Noah and his wife and his three sons
and their wives, that is, eight persons in all, were
taken into the ark: “And the Lord said unto Noah,
Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee
have I seen righteous before me in this generation.
And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his
sons’ wives, with him, into the ark, because of the
waters of the flood.” (Gen. 7: 1, 7) “And Noah went
forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives
with him.” (Gen. 8:18) “The ark . . . whercin few,
that is, eight souls, were saved by water.” (1 Pet.
3:20) These scriptures. support the conclusion that
the beginning of the “filling of the earth’ is not due
- before Armageddon; and in further support thereof

mark the words of Jesus, which definitely seem to dis-
courage the bearing of children immediately before

Fhe WATCHTOWER.

or during-Armageddon: “And woe unto them that are

with child; and to them that give suck in those day_s 17
T Matt. 24: 19.

8 There are Jonadabs now who are Tully devoted to
God and his kingdom and many of which now have
children; what must be expected for them? The obli-
gation is upon the parents to teach their children the
truth of and concerning Jehovah and his kingdom
under Christ and thus to lead them that they may
‘seek righteousness and meekness’, and, so doing, the
. divine promise will apply to such children, to wit:
“Seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall
be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” (Zeph. 2:3)
Children born before Armageddon are brought into
the world while Satan’s wicked, oppressive organiza-
tion affects the lives of all on the earth, and there is
but one way of finding protection and safety for
- such children, as well as others, and that is to devote

" .themselves to God and his kingdom and find refuge

in the organization of Jehovah under Christ. They
must seek to learn the truth and conform themselves
to God’s expressed will. Therefore the Jonadabs should
see to it that their children are properly taught and
afforded an opportunity to place themselves fully

under the protection of the kingdom of God. It would

therefore appear that there is no reasonable or Serip-
tural injunction to bring children into the world im-
iately before Armageddon, where we now are, If
children are born, then the parents should see to it
that such children are properly instructed concerning

. the Lord and his kingdom until the child reaches the
age when it must freely exercise intelligently its own
will and bear its own responsibility. While it is not

BROOKLYN, N, ¥

the obligation of the remnant to scek out children n
their own and to give them instruction, yet all chili%¥
dren who accompany their_parents or foster parents ‘
or those friendly to them, and who desire to attendjid
and do attend study meetings with the grownups an
there seek righteousness and meekness, should be given:
aid and encouragement. Such aid and encouragement:,
can be given by having the children sit quietly at sue
study meetings and listen to the instructions that are by
given. At the “feast of weeks” those other than Israel:%:
ites were permitted to attend, concerning which God®
there gave the commandment, to wit: “And thou shal i
rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy son,.
and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maid 3
servant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, an

the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, tha
are among you, in the place which the Lord thy Go
hath chosen to place his name there.” (Deut. 16:711)!
At the “feast of tabernacles”, when-his people as-
sembled at the temple, God commanded thus: “Gather}s
the people together, men, and women, and children
and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that 'the
may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lorx
your God, and observe to do all the words of th1s la
—Deut, 31: 12.

" Separate meetings called “Sunday schools”, whlch*'
are used for the juveniles, are not Seriptural, but th
children should accompany their parents to the plac
of study of God’s Word, the place of worship;.
when other children come with them that they"
might learn, such should be required to sit quietly.
the meeting and learn. (For a more complete consider
ation of instruction of children see. The Watchtow .
of April 15 and May 1, 1938.) "

AFTER ARMAGEDDON -

exercise the function of bringing children into the :
world. After Armageddon the willful violators. of 38
God’s law. will all be gone from the earth, and. the[f§
survivors, being righteous, by God’s grace, and bein|
thus counted by him, may then fulfill the divine man
date. The Devil will then be bound, so that he canna
interferc with or influence the upbrmgmg of the chil
dren of the Jonadabs. (Rev. 20: 1-3) The degenerate ;28
or wicked ofEsprmg of Adam will then be dead, so tha
they cannot exercise any influence over children: of vl
the great multitude, such as Nimrod exercised over
the generation of Noah’s sons. (Gen. 10: 8-10): B
kingdom of God then in full operation being unto life1H
for the obedient, the children of the great multitudsgys
conceived under the kingdom would be conceived untg¥
life by the grace of God through Christ Jesus. Luclfer,
as man’s overlord, failed in the performance of . A
commission given to him because he rebelled and then’-

November |, 1938




9. How soon was

Armageddon to break
out in 1941?

STATEMENT FROM AN
EARLY WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“Never was there a more moving sight in these ‘last
days’. ...Receiving the gift, the marching children
clasped it to them ...the Lord’s provided instrument
for most effective work in the remaining months
before Armageddon. What a gift! and to so many!
The manner of releasing the new book Children was

an outright surprise to all....”—The Watchtower,
September 15, 1941, p. 288
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be able to give you girls proper advice, you girls who are looking
for a husband. When you see Daniel, David, Moses and all the
prophets, listen to what they have to say, and they will properly
advise you boys and girls. I am going to have handed to every
one of you 15,000 children one of these books as a gracious gift.
I ask that you first study it faithfully. Ask someone else to sit
with you under the shade of a tres and study that which leads
td life and endless blessings. . . . It is your privilege between
now and before the day school opens to spend six bours a day
in taking the book Children to others.” The parents should en-
courage their children to do this very thing, if they would have
them live.

Cartons of Chudren that had been deposited in The Arena
were now opened, and Judge Rutherford instructed the children
how to come and each get a copy therecf, those in the rear half
of The Arena marching in two columns out through a side exit,
and those in the front half of The Arena marching up over the
platform and out through a rear exit. As the march began, the
orchestra (minus all its children instrumentalists) struck up and
rendered songs, *‘Children of the Heavenly King,” “The Sword
of the Lord and of Gideon,” and “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”
while the vast audience sang. Never was there a more moving
sight in these “last days”. Many, including strong men, wept at
the demonstration. Receiving the gift, the marching children
clasped it to them, not a toy or plaything for idle pleasure, but
the Lord’s provided instrument for most effective work in_the re-
maining months before Armageddon., What a gift! and to so
many! Efﬁe manner of releasing the new book Children was an
outright surprise to all, but the almighty hand of the All-wise
One, Jehovah, was in it, and the maneuver was most blessed in-
deed. Thereafter Children, the author’s edition, was disposed of to
adult conventioners, on a contribution.

The blessings of the Assembly were further enhanced by the
afternoon session, which provided a delightful anticlimax to
“Children’s Day”. The Arena was again packed out to hear about
“Your New Work” and the president’s parting words. For weeks
the question had been upon many consecrated minds, and at
3 p.m. the first speaker, the factory and office servant at Brook-
lyn, disclosed the “new work”, to wit, the placing of Childres,
and thereafter, over a period of three weeks, sending each obtain-
er, at no extra cost to him, the “Children Study Course”, to wit,
three attractive, tlluminated question-and-answer folders, these to
be followed the fourth week by a back-call service by the one
placing Children. Another speaker, on “Solving the Problem”,
showed how the new book, together with the “Children Study
Course”, provided the solution for the problem of company pub-
lishers to reach their individual quota of twelve back-calls monthly
and one mode} study weekly, as suggested in the recent communi-
cation of the president of the Society. Three speakers then spoke,
cach briely on “When to Begin”, and were i concert as to the
answer, that Now ig the time.

When, next, Judge Rutherford came on the platform, he talked
extemporaneously, but the unspeakable blessing the Lord bestowed
in the morning appeared to have put him in the best of condition
and flled s heart and mouth full of words “in season” and
“fitly spoken”. For forty-five minutes the audience spent a most
delightful time hstening. Said Judge Rutherford: “It is not ex-
actly a new work, but it is putting on a hitle more steam for
the final roundup.” Then concerning the book just released, he
added: “We bad on the grounds this morning only 40,000 of
the autographed edition. .. . But I am giad to tell you that,
while that 40,000 are gone, there is another 150,000 copies
on the grounds ready for use. [Applause] So you will have 150,
000 on the grounds here to start with Now, and I think it might
be well for two or three thousand first-class workers to go into
the St. Louis field and get those in the hands of the people here
who want to know something about it before you go away.” (It
developed that more than 3,000 persons of good-will turned in

FreWATCHTOWER
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their names at the public meetings, requesting calls by Jehovah’s
witnesses and further information.)

Then in most interesting fashion he told of his visit to the
trailer camp Saturday, and also of the opposition and the diffi-
culties caused by the public service bodies, such as the Chamber
of Commerce and the Convention Bureau, all due to their sub-
servience to the religious organization, whom he symbolized under
the figure of one distressed “Fayther O’Hooligan”. The deserip-
tion of the actions and the bossy orders of this “Fayther O'Hooh-
gan” in his own brogue to local businessmen and Catholic popu-
lation eaused great amusement, and the assembly laughed again
and again. (Pss. 2:4; 37:12,13; 52: 6) Then he told of the good
people of St. Louis and showed how the parable of the “sheep”
and “goats” had thus had local fulfillment.—Matthew 25,

The city editor of the Globse Democrat sent him a question.
“Do you not think it discourteous to eriticize another person’s
religion in his own community¥” but, due to “Father 0’Hooligan”,
they refused to publish the answer submitted, though it was of
great public interest. The Roman Catholic Hierarchy in America
have treated in like manner all proposals, challenges and petitions
to public discussion in debate over radio. They bave all becn
warned, and now “we are going to spend our energy and time and
strength in going to the people of good-will toward God and his
Theocratic kingdom, earrying to them the message’”. Hope-rousing
and stirring was his statement: “I feel absolutely certain that
from henceforth . . . those who will form the great multitude
will grow by leaps and bounds.” The arsing of 15,000 children
this morning was & decisive answer and reproof to the “ewil
servant” class who say, “Humph! where'’s the great multitude?”

For ever to disprove all published false charges and slurs that
be is the leader of Jehovah’s witnesses, he said: “I want to let
any strangers here know what you think about & man being your
LEADER, 8o they won’t be forgetting. Every time something rises
up and starts to grow, they say there is some man a leader who
has a great following. If there 13 any person in this audience
who thinks that I, this man standing here, is the leader of Jeho-
vah's witnesses, say Yes.” But there was a unanimous “No*!
emphatically. “If you who are here believe that I am just one of
the servants of the Lord, and we are working shoulder to shoulder
in unity, serving God and serving Christ, say Yes.” The unam-
mous “Yes!” was strong and unequivocal. “Well, you don't have
to need me as an earthly leader to get & erowd hke that to work "
He now asked them to return to their respective parts and “put
on more steam . . put 1o all the time you can” Tben he offered
words of benediction.

Briefly referring to the coming convention in Britamn in Sep-
tember be asked them to join with bim m a cablegram, as fol-
lows: “To the Leicester Assembly: Your fellow servants, as-
sembled 115,000 strong at St. Louis, bid our British brethren be
very courageous and hold fast your integrity. Theocratic victory
is certain, [Signed) Jehovah’s witnesses in America.”” This was
adopted with a unanimous “Aye”.

His final words were, “Well, my dear brethren, the Lord bless-
you. Now I won’t say Good-bye, becanse I expect to see you at
some time again.” By this the brethren were greatly encouraged,
and their hearts and minds were turned to the stil greater and
grander event, “the general assembly” spoken of at Hebrews
12: 23. Till then they would keep covenant and maintsin integnty
toward Jehovah God, and endure hardness as good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, and continue on in God’s “strange work” as his
faithful and true witnesses, till done.

[A more detailed report of the convention will appear in
Consolation.]

(Contwnued from page 274)
in support of Jehovah’s witnesses and in defense of their rights
and hberties in His service. The 32 pages of this important docu-
mentary matter are enclosed 1n a neat and strong cover. It 1s 5¢ a
copy, mailed postage prepaid.

Scprembe 15, 194




1975
10. Why were Jehovah’s

Witnesses looking
forward to 1975?

STATEMENTS FROM THE
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATIONS OF
THE 1960'S:

“WHY ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO
1975? WHAT about all this talk concerning the year
19757 ...Their interest has been kindled by the belief

that 1975 will mark the end of 6,000 years of

human history since Adam’s creation.”
—The Watchtower, August 15, 1968, p. 494

“According to trustworthy Bible chronology six
thousand years from man’s creation will end in
1975, and the seventh period of a thousand years of
human history will begin in the fall of 1975 C.E.”
—Life Everlasting — In Freedom of the Sons of God,
1966, p. 29
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ed to be October 5 (Julian) or September
29 (Gregorian) 537 BCE—Ezra 1:1-4;
3:1-6.

3¢ Here, then, very deﬁnitely established,
is another milestone—the time when the
seventy years of desolation of the land of
Judah came to an end—about October 1,
537. (Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10) It is now a
simple formula to determine when the
seventy years began. One has only to add

24. So when did the seventy years of desolation begin,
and when did they end?

Fee WATCHTOWER.

BROOKLYN, N.Y.

70 to 537 to get 607. So about October 1,
607 B.C.E,, the desolating of the land of
Judah and the complete emptying out of
its inhabitants was fully accomplished.
35 The importance of the year 607 B.C.E.
in this Biblical chronology will become
more apparent in the following article, as
we seek an answer to the provocative
question, When was Adam created?

25. The answer to what question is related to the

year 607 B.C.E.?

wnv ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD T0

HAT about all this talk concern-

ing the year 19757 Lively discus-
sions, some based on speculation, have
burst into flame during recent months
among serious students of the Bible. Their
interest has been kindled by the belief that
1975 will mark the end of 6,000 years of
human history since Adam’s creation. The
nearness of such an important date indeed
fires the imagination and presents unlimit-
ed possibilities for discussion.
- 3But wait! How do we know their cal-
culations are correct? What basis is there
for saying Adam was created nearly
5,993 years ago? Does the one Book that
can be implicitly trusted for its truthful
historical accuracy, namely, the Inspired
Word of Jehovah, the Holy Bible, give
support and credence to such a conclusion?

1, 2. (a) What has sparked special Interest in the year

1975. and with what results? (b) But what questions
are raised?

3In the marginal references of the
Protestant Authorized or King James Ver-
sion, and in the footnotes of certain edi-
tions .of the Catholic Douay version, the
date of man’s creation is said to be 4004
B.C.E. This marginal date, however, is no
part of the inspired text of the Holy
Scriptures, since it was first suggested
more than fifteen centuries after the last
Bible writer died, and was not added to
any edition of the Bible until 1701 C.E.
It is an insertion based upon the conclu-
sions of an Irish prelate, the Anglican
Archbishop James Ussher (1581-1656).
Ussher’s chronology was only one of the
many sincere efforts made during the past
centuries to determine the time of Adam’s
creation. A hundred years ago when a
count was taken, no less than 140 differ-
ent timetables had been published by se-
3. Is the date for Adam’s creation as found in many

copies of the Bible part of the inspired Scriptures, and
do all agree on the date?

,
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08  LIFE EVERLASTING—IN FREEDOM OF THE SONS OF GOD 1960 WHY HUMAN CREATION WILL YET BE SET FREE 29
of a thousand years of life for man would begin _ twentieth century an independent study has
in the year 1997 C.E* . carried on that does not blindly followysomeb:farf
« Since the time of Ussher intensive study of ditional chronological calculations of Christen-
Bible chronology has been carried on. In this ggifg,_agd 'cht(ei published timetable resulting from
i . independent study gi ’
s The New Jewish Encyclopedia, of 1962, by D. Bridger creation as 4026 B.C _F{' ,rgXeS rt(lil,e date of man’s
and S. Wolk, under the heading of “Chronology, Jew- worthy Bibl (.1 According to this trust-
ish” says, on page 91: ‘It is not definitely known when oy e chronology six thousand years from
the counting of time from Creation began. Some be- man's creation will end in 1975, and the seventh
lieve that it started in the second century C.E. The period of a thousand years of human histo will
accepted differential between, Jewish and general chro- begin in the fail of 1975 C.E v
nology is 3,760 years. By adding this figure to the cur- 2 Qo six. th X,
rent secular year one arrives at the year of the Jewish SIX. ousand years of man’s existence on
calendar. Thus the year . C.E. is equivalent to the earth will soon be up, yes, within this generation
Gawish year 5,720. In Jewish chronology it is customary Jehovah God is timeless, as it is written in Psalm
SV nark the year before One as 'D.c.& (before cominon 90:1, 2: “O Jehovah 0
ora), and the year after the year One, as ‘c.e’ (com- to be @ real dwelling you yourself have proved
mon era).” dwelling for us during generation
According to this Jewish calculation the year of after generation. Before the mountains them-
man's creation would be 3760 B.C.E. However, it must selve§ were born, or you proceeded to bring forth
be said that the Jewish chronologers reject the chron- as with labor pains the earth and th ot
ological help that is given in the last twenty-seven land. even from time indefini he p_rOductlve
Douks of the Holy Bible known a3 “The New Testa- e God.” e indefinite to time indefinite
ment” or “The Christian Greek Scriptures,” as, for you are God.” So from the standpoint of Jehovah
e ce, in Acts 13:20, 21—See the article “Why the God these passing six thousand years of man’
Jewish Count of Time Ditters,” as published in The existence are but as six days of twenty-four h y
Watchtower under date of May 15, 1958, pages 297-300. for this same psalm (verses 3 y-four hours,
In the edition of the Holy Bible with “A Commentary “You make es 3, 4) goes on to say:
and Critical Notes,” by Adam Clarke, LL.D., F.S-A, te mortal man go back to crushed mat-
of the year 1836, Volum 1, page 41, gives the date of r, and you say: ‘Go back, you sons of men ' For
man’s creation as “A.M. 1, BC. 4004" a thousand years are in your eyes but as este
In the Mu;?hy edition of The Holy Bible, Douay day when it is past, and as a watch d yester-
Version, containing the Approbation of James Cardinal night.” So in not tch during the
Gibbons, Archbisho of Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A, generati many years within our own
the 4&)?"'-3;‘,% 0 enesiin]!.l:l ﬁeacé§:1 “ﬁ’fé élh iﬁt{:'r:: 5 ufd%igvré Wethare react:gmg what Jehovah God
. ", is to say, o Mundi 1; An r as the seven ’
4004 (Year of world 1; Before Christ 4 )Qin ol Somko, published n day of man’s existence.
In the new French edition of 1940 of La Sainte Bible, , pu Lund, Sweden, in 1862 (
by J. N. Darby, the chronological data give the time CXXI.CXXVIII). This differs from Uss} pases
o et cain e ene 5 T g nt e e
es. st). In agreemen is is the German 3 Histori "
Lutheran cler an, Abraham Calovius (Calov), born ~ &888292, in the chapter entltle% “Measu‘xzqgln %vems‘iﬂ
1612 in Prussia, died 1686. See Chronological data In Ing § gdeﬂm of Time” of the book “All Scripture Is
the Swedish Biblia Thet &r All then Heliga S Pa th P“‘;, of God and Beneficial,” published in 1963 b
—— , e Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society of Penn
41 (a) A careful study of Bible chronology made in this tWer vania, syl
goAmliy AT RN s s
aeco 0 that & gY, existence been? point of Jehovah God, how long has man’s
|




11. What did the Society
say “would have to be”
occurring in the
“seventh in a series of
thousand-year periods or
millenniums”?

STATEMENT FROM A
1969 WATCHTOWER:

“...six millenniums of mankind’s life on earth would end
in the mid-seventies. Thus the seventh millennium from
man’s creation by Jehovah God would begin within less
than ten years.... In order for the Lord Jesus Christ to be
‘Lord even of the sabbath day,’ his thousand-year reign
would have to be the seventh in a series of thousand-
year periods or millenniums.... Would not, then, the
end of six millenniums of mankind’s laborious
enslavement under Satan the Devil be the fitting time for
Jehovah God to usher in a Sabbath millennium for all
his human creatures? Yes, indeed! And his King Jesus
Christ will be Lord of that Sabbath.” —The Watchtower,
October 15, 1969, pp. 622-623
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world have refused to yield over peaceably
their earthly kingship to him, even Chris-
tendom refusing to do so. (Luke 21:24;
Ps. 2:1-6) Till this year, after more than
half a century, the nations have refused
to do so. What will this mean shortly for
all mankind? This: the outbreak of the
“war of the great day of God the Al-
mighty” at the world situation called
Har-Magedon or Armageddon. (Rev. 16:
14, 16) That war will remove all human
obstructors to peace.

3 After this taking away of all human
and demon obstructors of world peace
there will come the reign of the Prince of
Peace over all the earth. God's fixed time
for this is approaching, and along with it
the peace of a thousand years. A thousand
Years equals a millennium. This reminds us
of something said in the aforementioned
inaugural speech of the American presi-
dent on January 20, 1969. He remarked
upon the approach of things of interest
to Americans and to all Christendom. In
the eighth paragraph of his speech the
newly sworn-in president said: “Eight
years from now America will celebrate its
200th anniversary as a nation. And within
the lifetime of most people now living,
mankind will celebrate that great new
year which comes only once in a thousand
years—the beginning of the third millen-
nium.” The president was referring to
A.D. 2001.*

. 3 The next remarks of the president
showed that he expected there to be an
America in the first year of that third
millennium. But for God-fearing students
of the Holy Bible containing both the an-
cient Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian

® Christendom measures time by the Anno Domini
calendar, the Year of the Lord era, this |tartlng with
the year designated A.D, 1,

36. After removal of these peace obstructors, what
.time period begins, and how did the American president
in his inaugural speech remind us of it?

37. In what millennium are God-fearing Bible students
mox'et ;nteruted. and from when does that millennium
coun

‘BRrROOKLYN, N.Y.

Greek Scriptures, there is a more impor-
tant millennium that compels their atten-
tion. That is the seventh millennium! No,
not the seventh millennium measured from
AD. 1, but the seventh millennium of
man’s existence here on earth, the seventh
millennium measured from God’s creation
of perfect man and woman in the garden
of Eden. This is usually measured accord-
ing to the Anno Mundi rule or “In the
Year of the World” calendar, the world
of mankind being here meant.

33 Does this fact have any bearing on
the approach of -the peace of a thousand
years or of a millennium? Very apparently
Yes! According to the calendar of the Or-
thodox Jews, the new American president
delivered his inaugural speech at the be-
ginning of the fifth lunar month of the
year 5729 A.M., this date being based on
the ancient Hebrew Scriptures alone. But
according to chronologers or time check-
ers who take into account also the in-
spired Christian Greek Scriptures, the
Jewish calendar is more than two hun-
dred years behind time. In certain editions
of the Holy Bible, Catholic and Protestant,
there have appeared dates according to
the chronology of the noted Irish Angli-
can prelate, Archbishop James Ussher
(1581-1656 C.E.). Ussher’s date for man’s
creation is 4004 B.C.E. By this reckoning
six thousand years or six millenniums of
man’s existence would end in the autumn
of the coming year of 1996 C.E. after
which the seventh millennium of man’s
existence would start.

# More recently earnest researchers of
the Holy Bible have made a recheck of itg
chronology. According to their calcula-
tions the six millenniums of mankind’s
life on earth would end in the mid-
38. (a) What does the Orthodox Jewish calendar reckon
the time of the inauguration of the American president
to be? (b) When, according to Ussher's chronology,
do six millenniums of man’s existence end?

39, According to more recent research into Bible chro-
nology, when would the six millennilums end?
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seventies. Thus the seventh millennium
from man’s creation by Jehovah God
would begin within less than ten years.*

0 Apart from the global change that
present-day world conditions indicate is
fast getting near, the arrival of the sev-
enth millennium of man’s existence on
earth suggests a gladsome change for war-
stricken humankind. According to the first
two chapters of the Holy Bible man and
woman were created toward the close of
the sixth creative day. We are now living
in the seventh creative day, and on this
seventh day Jehovah God has been resting
from earthly creation. To run parallel with
this resting of God on his seventh creative
day, he gave the Ten Commandments to
his prophet Moses, in the fourth one of
which God commanded that his chosen
people should rest on the seventh day of
the week. (Ex. 20:8-11) That day was
therefore the weekly sabbath day, the day
of desistance from human toil.

41 The Lord Jesus Christ, the prospec-
tive Prince of Peace, pointed forward to
a greater Sabbath Day. Pointing forward
to this, he said on a certain weekly sab-
bath day when he came under criticism:

“Lord of the sabbath is what the Son of

man is.” (Matt. 12:1-8) He was referring
to his peaceful reign of a thousand years.

Jehovah God measures human affairs ac-
cording to a thousand-year-length rule.
He inspired the prophet Moses to write,
in Psalm 90:4: “A thousand years are in
your eyes but as yesterday when it is
past.” He also inspired the Christian apos-
tle Peter to write: “One day is with the

* See the book Aid to Bible Understanding, page 333,
under ‘“‘Chronology.”’ Also, the book Life Everlasting
~in Freedom of the Sons of God, pages 26-35, under

the subheading “Six Thousand Years of Human
Existence Closing,”’ published in 1966.

40. In commemoration of his resting on the seventh
creative day, what law concerning sabbath did God
glve to his chosen people?

41, (a) On a certain sabbath day, to what greater
Sabbath did Jesus point forward? (b) According to
God's way of measuring time, to what does Christ's
millennium of rule correspond?

I*‘ . e
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Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day.” (2 Pet. 3:8, AV) In
prophetic vision the apostle John saw Sa-
tan the Devil and his demons bound and
abyssed for a thousand years, during
which thousand years Jesus Christ reigned
with his victorious disciples over all man-
kind. (Rev. 5:9, 10; 20:1-7) So, according
to God's viewpoint of time, that thousand
years of his Son Jesus Christ would cor-
respond with merely “one day.”

2Tn order for the Lord Jesus Christ to
be “Lord even of the sabbath day,” his
thousand-year reign would have to be the
seventh in a series of thousand-year peri-
ods or millenniums. (Matt. 12:8, AV)
Thus it would be a sabbatic reign. Since
early in the existence of mankind Satan
the Devil has been on the loose, making
the human family to toil in hard bondage,
causing the earth to be filled with violence
before the global flood of Noah’s day and
inducing the same old earth to be filled
with even greater violence today. Soon
now six millenniums of his wicked exploit-
ing of mankind as his slaves will end,
within the-lifetime of the generation that
has witnessed world events since the close
of the Gentile Times in 1914 till now, ac-
cording to the prophetic words of Jesus
in Matthew 24:34. Would not, then, the
end of six millenniums of mankind's la-
borious enslavement under Satan the Dev-
il be_the fitting time for Jehovah God to
usher in a Sabbath millennium for all his

human creatures? Yes, indeed! And his
King Jesus Christ will be Lord of that
Sabbath,

In ancient times, when God’s chosen
people were under the Ten Command-
ments given through his prophet Moses,

42, (a) In order for Jesus to be ‘Lord of the sabbath,’
his millennial reign would have to be in what time
period? (b) Why would the end of six thousand years
of man's enslavement by Satan be the fitting time for
a sabbath rest?

43. (a) What kind of day was the anclent weekly
sabbath day as to actlvity? (b) During his sabbatie
reilgn, will Christ or his subjects on earth be idle?




12. Did the Society
encourage Jehovah’s
Witnesses to sell their

homes in preparation for
the “wicked world’s
end” to come in 1975?

STATEMENT FROM A
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION
JUST BEFORE 1975:

“Yes, the end of this system is so very near! Is that
no reason to increase our activity?... Reports are
heard of brothers selling their homes and
property and planning to finish out the rest of their
days in this old system in the pioneer service.
Certainly this is a fine way to spend the short time
remaining before the wicked world’s end.”
—Kingdom Ministry, May 1974, p. 3

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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HOW ARE YOU USING YOUR LIFE'-’

S IT not apparent that most of mankind
are living their lives for " themselves?
They are usirg their lives as they see fit,
without conce:n for others. But what about
us? The apostl2 Paul wrote to fellow servants

..of Jehovabh, sa;/ing: “None of us, in fact, lives

with regard to himself only, and no one dies
with regard tc himself only; for both if we

 live, we live t) Jehovah, and if we die, we
. die to Jehovah. Therefore both if we live and
. if. we die, we belong to Jehovah.”—Rom. ‘
" 14:7, 8. '

This is somethmg for all of us to glve

serious thought to: It would be entirely in-:
. appropriate fcr us, while professing to be

Jehovah’s peonle, to try to live our lives

" with regard to ourselves only. As the apostle

Paul wrote: “You do not belong to your-
selves, for you were bought with a price. By
all means, glorify God.”--1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

Are we not thankful that Jehovah God

has purchased us and that we now belong to

Him? He has bought us with the life of his
own dear Son so that eternal death does not
have to be our lot, but we have before us the
opportunity to enjoy everlasting life. (John
3:16, 36) How are you affected by this lov-

. ing provision of God? Does it not cause you
- to want to show Jehovah your deep apprecia-

tion? The apostle Peter noted that if we have
the proper mental disposition we.will be
moved to “live the remainder oi [our] time

" in the flesh, no more for the desires of men,

but for God’s will.”—1 Pet. 4:2.
Is that what you are doing? Are you living

. no longer simply to satisfy personal ambi-

tions or desires, but to do God’s will? Are

: there ways in ‘which you could share more
L fully m domg the will of God?

" - God’s Will for Us

Jehovah makes clear-:n h1s Word that hlS

~will for us today .includes accomplishing a

great work of Kingdom-preaching before the

- end of . th1s system comes. (Matt. 24:14)
"..- Jesus Christ did a similar work. He said:
- ; “Also to other cities I must declare the good.
+.1. .. news of the kingdom of God, because for this

. I was sent forth.”—Luke 4:43.

‘V_KINGDOM MINISTRY, KAY 1974

Jesus d1d not hold back, but ‘was. whole-j"

souled in his service to God. When we read .- -

the historical accounts of his ministry in the

Gospels, how impressed we a: e with his ener- "%
gy and zeal in doing the Kins dom.preachmgn PR

Jesus knew that he had ‘on} 7'a shoit time,
and he did not spare himself in finishing his
ass1gnment Should we not today be imitat-

ing his example, especially since we. have o

such a short time left now in which to com-
plete the Kingdom-preaching?

Yes, the end of this system is so ver ‘pear! .

,Is'ﬂ at not reason to increase our. actlvxtx”

In this regard we can learn something from
a runner who puts on a final burst of speed
near the finish of a race. Look at Jesus, who
apparently stepped up - his activity during
his final days on earth. In fact, over 27 per-

‘cent .of .the material in the Gospels is de-

voted to just the last week of Jesus’ earthly
ministry!—Matt. 21:1-27:50; Mark 11:1-15: -

. 37; Luke 19:29-23:46; John 11:55-19:30.

By carefully and . prayerfully exanunmg
our own circumstances, we also may . find
that we can spend more time and. energy.

"in preaching during this final period before

the present system ends. Many of our broth- " -
ers and sisters are doing just that. This is
evident from the rapxdly mcreasmg number
of pioneers. . .

~ Yes, since the summer of 1973 there have
been new. peaks in pioneers every month.
Now there are 20,394 regular and special
pioneers in the United States, an all-time
peak. That is 5,190 more than there were in
February 1973! A 34-perce.t increase! Does
that not warm our hearts? Reports are heard
of brothers selling their homes and pro
and planning to finish out: t of

days in this old system in thepioneerlservice. ‘

* Certainly this is a fine way to spend the short - [
" time remaining before the w1cked world’s S

end.—1 John 2:17. .
Circumstances such as poor health or re-

sponsibilities in connection with your family :
' may limit what you can do in the field min~

istry. And yet, the pioneetr ranks’include

" many who have health limitations, as well as .
some persons with fam111es But these broth-'

i




THE GENERATION
OF 1914

13. What time period did
the Watchtower Society

say would bring “the
end”?

“THE Bible speaks of the time in which we are
living as the ‘last days’ or the ‘time of the end.’
... The facts show that this is a limited period that
has a definite beginning and a definite end. It
began in 1914. ...there are people still living who
were alive in 1914 ... ‘This generation will by no
means pass away until all these things occur.” Some
of them will still be alive to see the end of this
wicked system. This means that only a short time
is left before the end comes!”—T7he Truth that
Leads to Eternal Life, 1968, pp. 94-95

“We can be happy, therefore, for Jesus’ assurance
that there will be survivors of ‘the generation of
1914°—that this generation will not have
completely passed away—when the ‘great
tribulation’ rings down the curtain on this
wicked world system.”—The Watchtower, October
15, 1980, p. 31

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org




CHAPTER 11

Q?/te Last @éys of Shis
| mcéec/ CS)gstem of SJhings

HE Bible speaks of the time in which we

are living as the “last days” or the “time of

the end.” (2 Timothy 3:1; Daniel 11:40) The facts

show that this is a limited period that has a defi-
nite beginning and a definite end. It % in 1914
. when Jesus was enthroned as king In the

heavens. It will end when God destroys this
present wicked system of things. What a relief

§ it will be when the organizations and persons that

cheat and oppress, and all who endanger the se-
curity of their fellowmen, are gone!

* How soon will that be? God’s own Son, Jesus
Christ, gives the answer. After drawing attention
to the many things that mark the period from
1914 onward as the “time of the end,” Jesus said:
-“This generation will by no means pass away until
all these things occur.” (Matthew 24:34) Which
generation did he mean?

. 3 Jesus had just referred to persons who -would
“see all these things.” “These things” are the

~ events that have taken place since 1914 and those

lwmg’d!dthe“hltdm begin, and with what event will

mmtdld.!muny:tmtthewuuutowhentho"umo
_o!tho end” would run out?
3. (a) Which generation did Jesus say would not pass away
the end comes? (b) Sohowclnweuummvarynm
the end of this wicked system?

THE LAST DAYS OF THIS WICKED SYSTEM >OF THINGS 95

yet to occur down to the end of this wicked system.
(Matthew 24:33) Persons born even as much as
fifty years ago could not see “all these things.”
They came on the scene after the foretold events
were already under way. But there are people still
living who were alive in 1914 and saw what was
happening then and who were old enough that
they still remember those events. This generation
is getting up in years now. A great number of
them have already passed away in death. Yet Je-
sus very pointedly said: “This generation will by

no means pass away until all these things occur.” . -

Some of them will still be alive to see the end of
this wicked system, This means that only a short -
time is left before the end comes! (Psalm 90:10
[89:10, Dy]) So now is the time to take urgent
action if you do not want to be swept away with
this wicked system.
" WHY A “TIME OF THE END”

¢+ Although the Kingdom came to power in 1914,
Jehovah did not immediately destroy those who
were not serving him. How glad we can be of that!
For God's long-suffering has afforded us the
L(t)Whymwobothdthnt did not immedistely

destroy those w Hnﬁom
cunotopowerlnlour (b) mh(fouthomblo. at 2 Peter

$:9, help us to view thIlnuMproper

THE TRUTH THAT LEADS To ETERNAL LIFE /968
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QUESTIONS

READERS

® In speaking of *“the sign of [his] presence
and of the conclusion of the system of things,”
Jesus said to his disciples: “Truly I say to you
that this generation will by no means pass
away until all these things occur.” (Matt.
24:3, 34) How are we to understand this?

This prophecy, uttered in the year 33 C.E,
had a notable typical fulfillment up until the
year 70 C.E., when the Jewish system of
things was destroyed, and Jerusalem’s temple
was thrown down, ‘not a stone being left upon
a stone.’ In Jerusalem alone 1,100,000 Jews
perished, according to the historian Joséphus.
Although many of Jesus’ early disciples had
died in the persecutions up until that time,
some of the generation that had been with
Jesus and had witnessed his mighty works re-
mained also to see the end of that “conclusion
of the system of things.” (Matt. 24:2, 3) They
were persons of Jesus’ generation, his contem-
poraries.

However, from Jesus’ prophecy we under-
stand that his words are to have a later, major
fulfillment, culminating in ‘“great tribulation
such as has not occurred since the world’s
beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.”
This “great tribulation” is to embrace not just
a Jewish “system of things” but the entire
world of mankind, yes, “all the nations” to
whom Jehovah’s Witnesses must ‘preach this
good news of the kingdom before the end
comes.” The “pangs of distress” that began to
afflict this earth, starting with World War I,
show that Jesus’ “sign” is having its great
antitypical fulfillment from 1914 onward.
—Matt. 24:3-8, 14, 21.

What, then, is the “generation” that “will by
no means pass away until all these things
occur”? It does not refer to a period of time,
which some have tried to interpret as 30, 40, 70
or even 120 years, but, rather, it refers to peo-
ple, the people living at the “beginning of
pangs of distress” for this condemned world
system. It is the generation of people who saw
the catastrophic events that broke forth in
connection with World War I from 1914 on-
ward.

THE WATCHTOWER — OCTOBER 15, 1980
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As indicated by an article on page 56 of
U.8. News & World Report of January 14, 1980,
“If you assume that 10 is the age at which an
event creates a lasting impression on a per-
son’s memory,” then there are today more than
13 million Americans who have a “recollection
of World War 1.” And if the wicked system of
this world survived until the turn of the cen-
tury, which is highly improbable in view of
world trends and the fulfillment of Bible
prophecy, there would still be survivors of the
World War I generation. However, the fact
that their number is dwindling is one more
indication that ‘‘the conclusion of the system of
things” is moving fast toward its end.

In this connection, the magazine The Econo-
mist of March 15, 1980, gave an interesting
review of a book entitled “The Generation of
1914,” by Robert Wohl. It made this significant
remark: “Eventually Mr. Wohl voices his own
opinions about the generation of 1914. In a
terse and condensed last chapter he suggests
that generations are not mathematically de-
finable in terms of numbers of years, but
cluster around major historical crises, of which
the first world war is the supreme example.”
This lines up very well with the Scriptural
viewpoint that Jehovah's Witnesses take on
“the generation of 1914.”

Yes, there was a generation of people that
was living in 1914, and that saw the major
historical changes from an era of comparative
tranquillity to the present era of war, lawless-
ness and ruination. Many who are now Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses were among them. Truly, 1914
marked “the supreme example” of change, for
that year set in motion the foretold “beginning
of pangs of distress” among the nations. Many
persons are still alive who can tell us how
catastrophically conditions on earth changed

in the year 1914. And the world continues to _

plunge into worse and worse trouble. We can
be happy, therefore, for Jesus' assurance that
there will be survivors of “the generation of
1914”—that this generation will not have com-
pletely passed away—when the “great tribu-
lation” rings down the curtain on this wicked

world system. -

“"WATCHTOWER'' STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
November 16: Are We Nearing Armageddon?
Page 11, Songs to Be Used: 59, 44.

November 23: Execution of the “Great Harlot”
Nears. Page 17. Songs to Be Used: 90, 96.
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14. How long did
the Society say a

“generation” would
last?

STATEMENT FROM A 1988
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“When the term ‘generation’ is used with
reference to the people living at a particular
time, the exact length of that time cannot
be stated, except that the time would fall

within reasonable limits. These limits
would be determined by the life span of the
people of that time or of that population.
...Today, much as it was in the time of
Moses, people living under favorable
conditions may reach 70 or 80 vears of
age.”—Insight on the Scriptures, vol. 1,
1988, pp. 917-918

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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er is not called (her) descendant”]’ (‘Baba bathra,’
110, a)."—Commentary on Luke, 1981, p. 129.

Actually each genealogy (Matthew’s table and
Luke’s) shows descent from David, through Solo-
mon and through Nathan. (Mt 1:6; Lu 3:31) In
examining the lists of Matthew and Luke, we find
that after diverging at Solomon and Nathan, they
come together again in two persons, Shealtiel
and Zerubbabel. This can be explained in the
following way: Shealtiel was the son of Jeconiah;
perhaps by marriage to the daughter of Neri he
became Neri's son-in-law, thus being called the
“son of Neri.” It is possible as well that Neri had
no sons, so that Shealtiel was counted as his “son”
for that reason also. Zerubbabel, who was likely
the actual son of Pedaiah, was legally reckoned as
the son of Sheailtiel, as stated earlier.—Compare
Mt 1:12; Lu 3:27; 1Ch 3:17-19.

Then the accounts indicate that Zerubbabel
had two sons, Rhesa and Abiud, the lines diverg-
ing again at this point. (These could have been,
not actual sons, but descendants, or one, at least,
could have been a son-in-law. Compare 1Ch
3:19.) (Lu 3:27; Mt 1:13) Both Matthew's and
Luke’s genealogies of Jesus vary here from that
found in 1 Chronicles chapter 3. This may be
because a number of names were purposely left
out by Matthew and possibly also by Luke. But
the fact should be kept in mind that such differ-
ences in the genealogical lists of Matthew and
Luke are very likely those already present in the
genealogical registers then in use and fully ac-
cepted by the Jews and were not changes made
by Matthew and Luke.

We may conclude, therefore, that the two lists
of Matthew and Luke fuse together the two
truths, namely, (1) that Jesus was actually the
Son of God and the natural heir to the Kingdom
by miraculous birth through the virgin girl Mary,
of David's line, and (2) that Jesus was also the
legal heir in the male line of descent from David
and Solomon through his adoptive father Joseph.
(Lu 1:32, 35; Ro 1:1-4) If there was any accusa-
tion made by hostile Jews that Jesus’ birth was
illegitimate, the fact that Joseph, aware of the
circumstances, married Mary and gave her the
protection of his good name and royal lineage
refutes such slander.

GENERATION. A generation commonly re-
fers to all persons who were born about the same
time. (Ex 1:6; Mt 11:16) Associated with this is
the meaning “contemporaries.” At Genesis 6:9 it
is stated concerning Noah: “He proved himself
faultless among his contemporaries [literally,

GENERATION

generations}.” When used with reference to fam-
ily relationships, a generation can refer to a
group of descendants, as sons and daughters or
grandsons and granddaughters.—Job 42:16.

The term can be used as a measure of time
with reference to past or future ages. The gener-
ations of mankind descended from the sinner
Adam have been transitory, as contrasted with
the earth, which abides forever. (Ec 1:4; Ps
104:5) But the expressions “unnumbered genera-
tions” and “a thousand generations” refer to that
which is to time indefinite. (1Ch 16:15; Isa 51:8)
The command to the Jews that the celebration of
the Passover was to be observed “through-
out your generations” denoted continual per-
formance to a time then indefinite. (Ex 12:14)
God stated to Moses that Jehovah was his name
as a memorial “to time indefinite,” "to generation
after generation,” which implies forever. (Ex
3:15) The apostle Paul tells us that God is to be
given glory “to all generations forever and ever.”
—Eph 3:21.

A generation may mean a class of persons, that
is, those characterized by certain qualities or
conditions. The Bible speaks of “the generation of
the righteous one” (Ps 14:5; 24:6; 112:2) and “a
generation crooked and twisted,” “a generation of
perverseness.” (De 32:5, 20; Pr 30:11-14) Jesus
Christ, when on earth, spoke similarly of the
people of the Jewish nation of that day, and the
apostle Paul applied such terms to the world of
his day in general, which was alienated from
God.—Mt 12:39; 16:4; 17:17; Mr 8:38; Php
2:14, 15.

One Hebrew word for “generation” is dohr,
corresponding to the Aramaic dar. (Da 4:3, 34)
Dohr comes from a root verb meaning “stack in a
circle” or “move around” (Eze 24:5; Ps 84:10) and
thus has a basic underlying meaning of “circle.”
The related word dur means “ball.” (Isa 22:18)
The Greek equivalent is ge-nea’,-from a root
meaning “be born.”

Another Hebrew word, toh-Je-dhohth’, is occa
sionally rendered “generations” or “genealogy
(Nu 3:1; Ru 4:18), also “descendants” or “families
(1Ch 5:7; 7:2, 4, 9) and “history” or “origins.
—Ge 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; compare AS, AT, KJ, Dy, NW,
RS, and other translations.

Length. When the term “generation” is used
with reference to the people living at a particular
time, the exact length of that time cannot be

tated, except that the time w: fall withi
reasonable limits. These limits would be deter-
mined by the life span of the people of that time
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GENEROSITY

or_of that population. The life span of the ten
generations from Adam to Noah averaged more
than 850 years each. (Ge 5:5-31; 9:29) But after
Noah, man’s life span dropped off sharply. Abra-
ham, for example, lived only 175 years. (Ge 25:7)
Today, much as it was in the time of Moses,
people living under favorable conditions may
reach 70 or 80 vears of age. Moses wrote: “In
themselves the days of our years are seventy
years; and if because of special mightiness they
are eighty years, yet their insistence is on trouble
and hurtful things; for it must quickly pass by,
and away we fly.” (Ps 90:10) Some few may live
longer, but Moses stated the general rule. Moses
himself, who lived 120 years, was an exception,
as were his brother Aaron (123 years), Joshua
(110 years), and some others whose strength and
vitality were unusual.—De 34:7; Nu 33:39; Jos
24:29.

“This Generation” of Christ’s Prophecies.
When Bible prophecy speaks of “this generation,”
it is necessary to consider the context to deter-
mine what generation is meant. Jesus Christ,
when denouncing the Jewish religious leaders,
concluded by saying: “Truly I say to you, All
these things will come upon this generation.”
History recounts that about 37 years later (in
70 C.E.) that contemporary generation personal-
ly experienced the destruction of Jerusalem, as
foretold.—Mt 23:36.

Later that same day, Jesus again used practi-
cally the same words, saying: “Truly I say to you
that this generation will by no means pass away
until all these things occur.” (Mt 24:34) In this
instance, Jesus was answering a question re-
garding the desolation of Jerusalem and its tem-
ple as well as regarding the sign of his presence
and of the conclusion of the system of things.
Before his reference to “this generation,” how-
ever, he had focused his remarks specifically on
his “coming on the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory” and the nearness of the King-
dom of God. Immediately afterward, he contin-
ued with references to his “presence.” (Mt 24:30,
37, 39; Lu 21:27, 31) Jesus was using the word
“generation” with reference to humans whose
lives would in some way be associated with the
foretold events.—Mt 24. '

The people of this 20th-century generation
living since 1914 have experienced these many
terrifying events concurrently and in concentrat-
ed measure—international wars, great earth-
guakes, terrible pestilences, widespread famine,

918
that Jesus outlined in Matthew chapter 24, Mark

chapter 13, and Luke chapter 21.

persecution of Christians, and other conditions

GENEROSITY. That noble and warmheart-
ed readiness to bless others by freely giving out
of an open hand, unstintingly. The Hebrew word
na-dhiv’, rendered “generous” in Isaiah 32:8, is
also rendered “willing” and ‘noble.” (Ps 51:12; Nu
21:18, ftn) The Greek noun ha-plo’tes ("generosi-
ty” [2Co 8:2; 9:11); “liberality” [Ro 12:8]; “sincer-
ity” {Eph 6:5]) has the basic meaning "simplicity.”
(2Co 11:3, Int) Jehovah himself is the personifica-
tion of generosity, the One who fully supplies all
the needs of his obedient creatures “according to
his will.” (1Jo 5:14; Php 4:19) Every good gift and
perfect present is from him, including such an
intangible gift as wisdom.—Jas 1:5, 17.

Moses urged his fellow Israelites to cultivate
this divine quality of generosity, even when
making a loan on pledge. “You must not harden
your heart or be closefisted toward your poor
brother. For you should generously open your
hand to him . . . You should by all means give to
him, and your heart should not be stingy in your
giving to him . . . That is why I am commanding
you, saying, ‘You should generously open up
your hand to your afflicted and poor brother in
your land.’ *—De 15:7-11.

Says the proverb: “The generous soul [literally,
the soul with a blessing gift] will itself be made
fat [prosperous], and the one freely watering
others will himself also be freely watered.” (Pr
11:25) Jesus Christ expressed it this way: “There
is more happiness in giving than there is in
receiving.” (Ac 20:35) Again he said: “Practice
giving, and people will give to you. They will
pour into your laps a fine measure, pressed
down, shaken together and overflowing. For with
the measure that you are measuring out, they
will measure out to you in return."—Lu 6:38.

In the Christian Congregation. The apos-
tle Paul also stated this proverbial truth in yet
another way: “He that sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly; and he that sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully.” Since this is so, the apostle
reasons, “let each one do just as he has resolved
in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2Co 9:6, 7) Paul
continues by pointing to Jehovah's great example
of generosity not only in abundantly supplying
seed for the sower and bread for food but also in
enriching the Corinthian brothers “for every sort
of generosity,” that they might be generous to-
ward others. Such gestures of generosity, Paul
declared, resulted in “an expression of thanks to
God."—2Co0 9:8-13.
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15. If the “generation” of
the “time of the end” would
last up to 80 years, what
date failed to bring the end

as prophesied by the
Society? 1914 generation
80 years = 1994. How did
the Society excuse away this
false prophecy?

WATCHTOWER OF 1995:

“Jehovah’s people have at times speculated about the time
when the ‘great tribulation’ would break out, even tying
this to calculations of what is the lifetime of a generation

since 1914. However, we ‘bring a heart of wisdom in,” not by

speculating about how many years or days make up a
generation, but by thinking about how we ‘count our days’ in
bringing joyful praise to Jehovah. ...Is anything to be gained,
then, by looking for dates or by speculating about the literal
lifetime of a ‘generation’? Far from it!”—The Watchtower,
November 1, 1995, pp. 17, 19

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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a time of “great tribulation,” Jesus add-
ed: “Concerning that day and hour nobody
knows, neither the angels of the heavens
nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Mat-
thew 24:3-36; Mark 13:3-32) We do not
need to know the exact timing of events.
Rather, our focus must be on being watch-
ful, cultivating strong faith, and keeping
busy in Jehovah'’s service—not on calculat-
ing a date. Jesus concluded his great proph-
ecy by saying: “Keep looking, keep awake,
for you do not know when the appointed
time is. . . . Keep on the watch ... What I
say to you I say to all, Keep on the watch.”
(Mark 13:33-37) Danger lurks in the shad-
ows of today’s world. We must keep awake!
—Romans 13:11-13.

6 Not only must we pay attention to the
inspired prophecies concerning these final
days of a wicked system but we must anchor
our faith primarily on the precious sacrifice
of Christ Jesus and God’s marvelous prom-
ises based thereon. (Hebrews 6:17-19; 9:14;
1 Peter 1:18, 19; 2 Pe-
ter 1:16-19) Eager to
see the end of this evil
system, Jehovah’s peo-
ple have at times spec-
ulated about the time
when the “great tribu-
lation” would break out,
even tying this to cal-
culations of what is the
lifetime of a generation
since 1914. However, we
“bring a heart of wis-
dom in,” not by speculating about
how many years or days make

6. (a) On what should our faith be an-
chored? Sb) How may we “count our
days”? (c) What does Jesus basically
mean by “generation”?

up a generation, but by thinking about
how we “count our days” in bringing joy-
ful praise to Jehovah. (Psalm 90:12) Rather
than provide a rule for measuring time, the
term “generation” as used by Jesus refers
principally to contemporary people of a cer-
tain historical period, with their identify-
ing characteristics.”

* See Volume 1, page 918, of Insight on the Serip-
tures, published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society of New York, Inc.

Alexandra Boulal/Sipa Press

Suffering humanity
will find relief when
this violent, wicked
generatfion passes away

Left and below: Luc Delahaye/Sipa Press
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8 Yes, the complete triumph of the Messi-
anic Kingdom is at hand! Is anything to be

gained, then, by looking for dates or by
speculating about the literal lifetime of a

“generation”? Far from it! Habakkuk 2:3
clearly states: “The vision is yet for the ap-
pointed time, and it keeps panting on to the
end, and it will not tell a lie. Even if it should
delay, keep in expectation of it; for it will
without fail come true. It will not be late.”
Jehovah’s day of accounting hastens ever
closer.—dJeremiah 25:31-33; Malachi 4:1.

® When Christ’s Kingdom rule began in
1914, Satan was hurled down to earth. This
has meant “woe for the earth . . . because
the Devil has come down to you, having
great anger, knowing he has a short period
of time.” (Revelation 12:12) That time is
short, indeed, compared with the thousands
of years of Satan’s rulership. The Kingdom
is at hand, and so is Jehovah’s day and hour
for executing judgment on this wicked gen-
eration!—Proverbs 3:25; 10:24, 25.

The “Generation” That Passes Away

0]et us examine more closely Jesus’
statement at Matthew 24:34, 35: “Truly I
say to you that this generation will by no
means pass away until all these things oc-
cur. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will by no means pass away.” Je-
sus’ words that follow show that ‘nobody
knows that day and hour.” Far more im-
portant, he shows that we must avoid the
snares surrounding us in this generation.
Thus Jesus adds: “For just as the days of
Noah were, so the presence of the Son of

8. How do Jehovah’s prophets stress the need to

keep awake?

9. What developments since 1914 show that the

time is short?

‘112. ',How is “this generation” like that of Noah’s
y?

man will be. For as they were in those
days before the flood, eating and drinking,
men marrying and women being given in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ark; and they took no note until
the flood came and swept them all away, so
the presence of the Son of man will be.”
(Matthew 24:36-39) Jesus here compared
the generation of his day to that of Noah’s
day.—Genesis 6:5, 9; footnote.

11 This was not the first time that the
apostles heard Jesus make this compari-
son of ‘generations,’ for some days earli-
er he had stated concerning himself: “The
Son of man . . . must undergo many suf-
ferings and be rejected by this genera-
tion. Moreover, just as it occurred in the
days of Noah, so it will be also in the days
of the Son of man.” (Luke 17:24-26) Thus,
Matthew chapter 24 and Luke chapter 17
make the same comparison. In Noah’s day
“all flesh [that] had ruined its way on the
earth” and that was destroyed at the Flood
was “this generation.” In Jesus’ day the
apostate Jewish people that were rejecting
Jesus was “this generation.” —Genesis 6:
11, 12; 7:1.

12 Therefore, in the final fulfillment of Je-
sus’ prophecy today, “this generation” ap-
parently refers to the peoples of earth who
see the sign of Christ’s presence but fail
to mend their ways. In contrast, we as Je-
sus’ disciples refuse to be molded by the
life-style of “this generation.” Though in
the world, we must be no part of it, “for
the appointed time is near.” (Revelation 1:3;
John 17:16) The apostle Paul admonishes

11. What comparison of ‘generations’ did Jesus

make, as reported by Matthew and Luke?

12, 13. (a) What todag is “this generation” that
W

must pass away? (b) How are Jehovah’s people
now coping witi ém “crooked and twisted gen-
eration”?
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A NEW “GENERATION” TO
BRING THE END!
16. Since the “generation” of
1914 failed to bring the end,
what new “generation” does
the Society now point to in
order to bring in the end?

RECENT WATCHTOWERS:

“...the number of genuine anointed disciples of Christ is
dwindling, though some will evidently still be on earth when the
great tribulation begins. Most of the remnant are quite elderly, and
over the years the number of those who are truly anointed has been
getting smaller. ...Evidently, then, some of Christ’s ‘chosen ones’
will still be on earth when the great tribulation begins. ...It
seems that by the year 1935, the general ingathering of the
anointed was complete.” —The Watchtower, January 15, 2000,

pp- 13, 16

“As a class, these anointed ones make up the modern-day
‘generation’ of contemporaries that will not pass away ‘until all
these things occur.’ This suggests that some who are Christ’s
anointed brothers will still be alive on earth when the foretold
great tribulation begins. ...Can We Calculate the Length of
‘This Generation’? ...So when the term ‘generation’ is used with
reference to people living at a particular time, the exact length of
that time cannot be stated except that it does have an end and
would not be excessively long.”—7he Watchtower, February 15,
2008, pp. 24-25

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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John envisions—now represents the United
Nations. John says that this eighth king “goes
off into destruction,” after which no further
earthly kings are mentioned.”

16 Fourth, we are living in the period symbol-
ized by the feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream im-
age. The prophet Daniel interpreted this mys-
terious dream of an enormous image in
human form. (Daniel 2:36-43) The four me-
tallic parts of the image represent various
world powers, beginning with the head (the
Babylonian Empire) and extending down to
the feet and toes (the governments that are
ruling today). All the world powers represent-
ed in that image have made their appearance.
We are living in the period symbolized by the
feet of the image. No mention is made of oth-
er powers to come.”

17 Fifth, we see a global preaching work be-
ing accomplished, which Jesus said would take
place just before the end of this system. Je-
sus stated: “This good news of the kingdom

* See Revelation—Its Grand Climax At Hand!, pag-
es 251-4,

* See chapter 4 of the book Pay Attention to Daniel’s
Prophecy!, published by the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York, Inc.

16. How do the facts in fulfillment of Nebuchad-
nezzar's dream image indicate that we are living in
the last days?

17. How does our Kingdom-preaching activity pro-
vide further evidence that we are living in the time
of the end?

Do You Recall?

e What Scriptural examples can help us
to keep on the watch?

e How did Jesus illustrate the need for
watchfulness?

e What six lines of evidence prove that
we are living in the last days?

will be preached in all the inhabited earth
for a witness to all the nations; and then the
end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) Today, that
prophecy is in the course of fulfillment on an
unprecedented scale. True, untouched territo-

ries still exist, and it may be that in Jehovah'’s

due time, a large door leading to greater ac-
tivity will open. (1 Corinthians 16:9) Never-
theless, the Bible does not state that Jehovah
will wait until every individual on earth has
received a personal witness. Rather, the good
news must be preached to Jehovah'’s satisfac-
tion. Then the end will come.—Compare Mat-
thew 10:23.

18 Sixth, the number of genuine anointed dis-
ciples of Christ is dwindling, though some will
evidently still be on earth when the great trib-
ulation begins. Most of the remnant are quite
elderly, and over the years the number of
those who are truly anointed has been get-
ting smaller. Yet, referring to the great trib-
ulation, Jesus stated: “Unless those days were
cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on ac-
count of the chosen ones those days will
be cut short.” (Matthew 24:21, 22) Evident-
ly, then, some of Christ’s “chosen ones”
will still be on earth when the great tribula-

tion begins."
What Lies Ahead?

19 What does the future hold for us? Excit-
ing times are yet to come. Paul warned that

*In the parable of the sheep and the goats, the
Son of man arrives in his glory in the period of the
great tribulation and sits in judgment. He judges
people on the basis of whether they gave support
to Christ’s anointed brothers. This standard for judg-
ment would be meaningless if at the time of judg-
ment, all of Christ’s brothers had long since left the
earthly scene.—Matthew 25:31-46.

18. Evidently, what will be true of some of the
anointed when the great tribulation begins, and
how may this be determined?

19, 20. Why is it more urgent for us now than ever
before to stay awake and keep on the watch?
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Do you know
the symbolic significance of
Jehovah’s ancient temple?

(1 Corinthians 15:44, 50)
Since Jesus’ human flesh was a
barrier, it was well symbol-
ized by the curtain that sepa-
rated the Holy from the Most
Holy in God’'s ancient tem-
ple. (Hebrews 10:20) But three
days after-his death, Jesus was
resurrected by God as a spirit.
(1 Peter 3:18) Then he could
enter the Most Holy compart-
ment of God’s spiritual temple—heaven it-
self. And this is precisely what happened. Paul
writes: “Christ entered, not into a holy place
[evidently referring to the Most Holy] made
with hands, which is a copy of the reality, but
into heaven itself, now to appear before the
person of God for us.”—Hebrews 9:24.

1¢ In heaven, Jesus ‘spattered the blood’ of
his sacrifice by presenting the ransoming val-
ue of his lifeblood to Jehovah. Yet, Jesus did
more. Shortly before his death, he had told
his followers: “I am going my way to prepare
a place for you. Also, if I go my way and pre-
pare a place for you, I am coming again and
will receive you home to myself, that where
I am you also may be.” (John 14:2, 3) So by
gaining entrance into the Most Holy, or heav-
en, Jesus opened the way for others to follow.
(Hebrews 6:19, 20) These individuals, who
would number 144,000, would serve as un-
derpriests in God’s spiritual temple arrange-
ment. (Revelation 7:4; 14:1; 20:6) Just as the
high priest of Israel first took the blood of
the bull into the Most Holy to atone for the
sins of the priests, the value of Jesus’ shed

10. What did Jesus do upon returning to heaven?
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blood was first applied to these 144,000 un-

derpriests.*

Modern-Day “Desirable Things”
1 Tt seems that by the year 1935, the gener-

al ingathering of the anointed was complete.*

But Jehovah was not finished glorifying his
house. No, “desirable things” would yet come
into it. Remember that the high priest in Isra-
el offered two animals—a bull for the sins of
the priests and a goat for the sins of the non-
priestly tribes. Since the priests pictured the
anointed ones who would be with Jesus in the
heavenly Kingdom, whom did the nonpriest-
ly tribes represent? The answer is found in Je-
sus’ words recorded at John 10:16: “I have oth-
er sheep, which are not of this fold; those
also I must bring, and they will listen to my
voice, and they will become one flock, one

* Unlike the high priest of Israel, Jesus had no sins
for which atonement was needed. However, his asso-
ciate priests did have sins because they were bought
from among sinful mankind.—Revelation 5:9, 10.
*See The Watchtower, February 15, 1998, pag-
es 17-22.

11. In whose behalf did Israel’s high priest offer up
a goat, and what did this foreshadow?
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recorded at Matthew 24:32, 33, Jesus said:
“Now learn from the fig tree as an illustration
this point: Just as soon as its young branch
grows tender and it puts forth leaves, you
know that summer is near. Likewise also you,
when you see all these things, know that he is
near at the doors.” (Compare Mark 13:28-30;
Luke 21:30-32.) Then, at Matthew 24:34, we
read: “Truly I say to you that this generation
will by no means pass away until all these
things occur.”

13 Jesus said that it was his disciples, soon
to be anointed with holy spirit, who should
be able to draw certain conclusions when
they saw “all these things” occur. So Jesus
must have been referring to his disciples
when he made the statement: “This genera-
tion will by no means pass away until all
these things occur.”

14 Unlike unbelievers, Jesus’ disciples
would not only see the sign but also under-
stand its significance. They would “learn”
from the features of that sign and “know”
their true meaning. They would fully appre-
ciate that “he is near at the doors.” While it is
true that both unbelieving Jews and faithful
anointed Christians saw a limited fulfillment

13, 14. Why can we say that the “generation” that
Jesus referred to must have been his disciples?

“This generation will by no means pass away until all these things occur”

TRAL .

of Jesus’ words in the first century, only his
anointed followers back then could learn
from these events—could understand the
true meaning of what they saw.

15 Those without spiritual understanding
today have felt that there has been no “strik-
ing observableness” with regard to the sign
of Jesus’ presence. They reason that every-
thing is continuing on as it did in the past.
(2 Pet. 3:4) On the other hand, Christ’s faith-
ful anointed brothers, the modern-day John
class, have recognized this sign as if it were a
flash of lightning and have understood its
true meaning. As a class, these anointed ones
make up the modern-day “generation” of

contemporaries that will not pass away “un-

til all these things occur.”* This suggests that
some who are Christ’s anointed brothers will

THE WATCHTOWER, Feb, IS, 200%,

still be alive on earth when the foretold great
tribulation begins.

* The time period during which “this generation”
lives seems to correspond to the period covered by the
first vision in the book of Revelation. (Rev. 1:10-3:22)
This feature of the Lord’s day extends from 1914 until
the last of the faithful anointed ones dies and is res-
urrected.—See Revelation—Its Grand Climax At Hand!
page 24, paragraph 4.

15. (a) Who make up the modern-day “genera-
tion” that Jesus referred to? (b) Why are we not able
to calculate the exact length of “this generation”?
(See the box on page 25.)
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Can We Calculate

—the Length of “This Generation”?

The word “generation”
usually refers to people of var-
ious ages whose lives overlap
during a particular time peri-
od or event. For example, Ex-
odus 1:6 tells us: “Eventually
Joseph died, and also all his
brothers and all that genera-
tion.” Joseph and his brothers
varied in age, but they shared
a common experience during
the same time period. Includ-
ed in “that generation” were

some of Joseph’s brothers
who were born before him.
Some of these outlived Jo-
seph. (Gen. 50:24) Others
of “that generation,” such as
Benjamin, were born after Jo-
seph was born and may have
lived on after he died.

So when the term “genera-
tion” is used with reference
to people living at a particu-
lar time, the exact length of
that time cannot be stated ex-

cept that it does have an end
and would not be excessive-
ly long. Therefore, by using
the term “this generation,” as
recorded at Matthew 24:34,
Jesus did not give his disci-
ples a formula to enable them
to determine when “the last
days” would end. Rather, Je-
sus went on to emphasize
that they would not know
“that day and hour.”—2 Tim.

3:1; Matt. 24:36.

“Keep on the Watch”

16 More is needed, though, than merely
recognizing the sign. Jesus went on to say:
“What I say to you I say to all, Keep on the
watch.” (Mark 13:37) This is of utmost im-
portance to all of us today whether of the
anointed or of the great crowd. Nine decades
have passed since Jesus was installed as King
in heaven in 1914. As challenging as it may
be, we must prove ourselves ready and keep
on the watch. Understanding that Christ is
present invisibly in Kingdom power helps us
to do that. It also alerts us to the fact that
soon he will come to destroy his enemies “at
an hour that [we]} do not think likely.”—Luke
12:40.

17 Qur understanding of the meaning of
Christ’s presence helps to intensify our feel-
ings of urgency. We know that Jesus is al-
ready present and has been reigning invisi-
bly as King in heaven since 1914. Soon he

16. What must all of Christ’s disciples do?
17. How should this understanding make us feel,
and what should we be determined to do?

will come to destroy the wicked and bring
about vast changes to this entire globe. We
should therefore be more determined than
ever to take an active part in the work that Je-
sus foretold when he said: “This good news
of the kingdom will be preached in all the in-
habited earth for a witness to all the nations;
and then the end [te’los] will come.” —Matt.
24:14.

How Would You Answer?

¢ How do we know that Jesus’
presence is an extended period
of time?

e Who recognize the sign of Jesus’
presence and understand what it
means?

e The modern-day generation men-
tioned at Matthew 24:34 is made up
of whom?

e Why are we unable to calculate the
exact length of “this generation”?
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TRUE OR FALSE?

17. Do you agree that Jehovah
“will put all false prophets to
shame ...by not fulfilling the false
prediction”? Do you agree,
“false prophets will try to hide
their reason for feeling shame by
denying who they really are”?

STATEMENT FROM A
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“Jehovah, the God of the true prophets, will put all
false prophets to shame either by not fulfilling the
false prediction of such self-assuming prophets or
by having His own prophecies fulfilled in a way
opposite to that predicted by the false prophets.
False prophets will try to hide their reason for
feeling shame by denying who they really are.”
—Paradise Restored to Mankind—By Theocracy!,
1972, pp. 353-354
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352 PARADISE RESTORED TO MANKIND—BY THEOCRACY!  Zech. 13:2, 3

with God, because many false prophets have gone forth
into the world.” (1 John 4:1) Accordingly, there would
be need among the restored remnant of spiritual Israel-
ites to guard against false prophets invading or rising
up in the midst of their spiritual estate on earth.
1s How, then, did Jehovah keep their “land” or spir-
itual estate pure in worship by fulfilling his promise:
“Also the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness I shall
cause to pass out of the land”’? (Zechariah 13:2) It was
by causing any wrong understandings of the Bible
prophecies that had been entertained before the rem-
nant’s reinstatement in their “land” in 1919 C.E. to be
corrected. The “time of the end,” the “conclusion of the
system of things,” that began in 1914 at the end of the
Gentile Times was God’s appointed time for the fulfill-
ment of many prophecies. These could not be under-
stood until they were just about to be fulfilled or after

they had been fulfilled. So in the light of all that was _

taking place since 1914 the reinstated remnant looked
anew into the prophecies that God had reserved for the
“time of the end” for their fulfillment. (Daniel 12:4;
Revelation 10:6, 7) This included a restudy of the books
of Ezekiel and Revelation, an explanation of which had

been attempted and published in July of 1917 in the

book entitled “The Finished Mystery.” Thus the re-
stored remnant heeded the words:

1 “We, have the prophetic word made more sure;
and you are doing well in paying attention to it as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns and a
daystar rises, in your hearts. For you know this first,

that no prophecy of Scripture springs from any private -

interpretation. For prophecy was at no time brought

by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were

" borne along by holy spirit.”—2 Peter 1:19-21,

20 Any attempted interpretation of prophecy, if it
proved to be incorrect in the light of historic events
and the clearer understanding of the Bible, was cor-

W(a) What did Jehovah's causing the false prophet to pass out of
the land require the reinstated remnant of spiritual Israel to do?
}(lb)d);Vhat counsel of the apostle Peter.concerning prophecy did they
ee

20. How,. figuratively speaklnF, did feshly parents plerce their son
through for prophesying falsely? } ..
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rected, regardless of who had offered the inter retation
Loyalty to God and to his inspired Word waspthe issue
here to be met. So, as an illustration of the loyalty
required, even if a fleshly son should offer a wrong
interpretation of divine prophecy and should persist
in it, like a false prophet, then his own fleshly parents
in theu: loyalty to God would have nothing further to do
with him on a- religious basis. Christian parents could

. not do as under the Mosaic Law covenant, namely,

have him put to death; but they cotld pronounce him
spmtually dead to themselves in spite of their parent-
hood of him physijcally. In this way, figuratively speak-
ing, they “must pierce him through because of his
prophesying.” (Zechariah 13:3; compare Deuteronomy
13:1-5.) With their full consent, such a false prophet
would be expelled, disfellowshiped, from the Christian
congregation. By such loyalty on the part of all mem-

. bers of the restored remnant, the “prophet” of false-

hood would be made to pass out of their “land.”

21 Yes, too, the “spirit of uncleanness” would thus be
made to pass out of their spiritual “land.” If that spirit
were an inspired .expression of uncleanness by a would-
be prophet or was any tendency, trend, or inclination
to uncleanness, it would be disapproved and resisted
by the loyal ones. As a consequence any uncleanness
as to religious teaching or as to moral behavior would
be forced to pass out, under the driving force of God’s
holy spirit. The God-given spiritual ‘estate must be
maintained as a “land” where clean, Scriptural living
is carried on. Persons spiritually and morally unclean
must be disfellowshiped therefrom.—2 Corinthians 6:14
t9 7:1; compare Deuteronomy 13:6-18.

RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY EXPOSED

22 Jehovahg ;Pe God of the true ErogheﬁI will put E]L,_z
false prophets to shame either by not in e false
ﬁirEﬁI&En of such smﬁ“}- g!propﬁefs or Ey having

21, How, too, was the "‘spirit of uncleanness’’ made to pass out of thefr
spiritual ‘land’'?

, 23._(a) How does Jehovah Yut the false proPhets to shame? (b) How
does Jehovah describe the false prophets trylng to hlde thelr reason
for feellng shame?
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His own prophecies fulfilled in a way opposite to that

X y try peing  Killed
r being pronounced spiritually dead by Jehovah’s loyal
worshipers. He foretold this by having his true prophet
Zechariah continue on to say: i
-28 “And it must occur in that day that the prophe
will become ashameéd, each one of his vision when he
prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment
of hair for the purpose of deceiving. And he will cer-
tainly say, ‘I am no prophet. I am a man cultivating
the soil, because an earthling man himself acquired me
from my youth on.’ And one must say to him, ‘What are
these wounds on your person between your hands?
And he will have to say, ‘Those with which I was struck
in the house of my intense lovers.’ ’-——Zechariah 13:4-6,
NW; JB; NE; NAB; contrast Amos 7:14-17.
 Thus Jehovah foretold that his people, in their
‘“land” of restoration, would be so well instructed with
his Word and would be so loyal to Him and His true
prophecies that they would refuse to be friends and
intense lovers of any false prophet. If they chd‘ not Kill
him, then they would discipline him and strike him
so hard in their indignation that visible wounds and
scars would result. Such marks on his person, yes, on
his breast which would be partly exposed, would betray
his identity in spite of the fact that he had discarded
official garments that he had assumed to wear as a
bona fide prophet of Jehovah God. From whom had he
got such scar-producing wounds? From his intense
lovers, whether these were his own fleshly parents
or his intimate associates. However, their intense loyal-
ty to Jehovah as the God of true prophecy would be
stronger than their till-then intense love for a deceptive
prophet. They would place love of God and his inspired
Word above personal friendships with fleshly relatives
or associates. Such a course would cause “the prophets

y scar-producing wounds on the deceptive prophet were admitted
%4}" m,w bg lnﬂlctl:agd by whom, and what would this Indicate as to
loyalty to God in compurison with attachment to fieshly loved ones?
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and the spirit of uncleanness” to pass out of the “land”
of Jehovah'’s repatriated people.

* This course of supreme loyalty to the Sovereign
Lord Jehovah has been the one adopted by the anointed
remnant since 1919 C.E. This has resulted in the dis-
fellowshiping or excommunicating of religious apostates
or rebels from the theocratic organization that Jehovah
the heavenly Theocrat has established among his obe-
dient remnant. The loyal remnant have found out that
it is not the mere “official garment of hair,” not a pro-
fessional uniform er type of dress, that makes a true
prophet of the one living and true God. That is why

, they have left Babylon the Great, including Christen- ,

dom, with its distinctively garbed religious priests,
preachers, monks and nuns. What makes a true prophet
of Jehovah today is his trpe Christian personality as
his identification and his loyal adherence to Jehovah’s
Word and its prophecies. It is no wonder, then, that
Jehovah’s witnesses while acting as ministers of God’s
Word wear plain business suits or the regular attire
of the common people. So the loyal remnant are willing
to brush aside intense love for close associates and to
inflict spiritual ““wounds” upon these in disapproval and
rejection of apostates. This has kept their theocratic
“land” a spiritual realm of clean godly living,

- STRIKING THE SHEPHERD CAUSES A SCATTERING

* Jehovah's greatest prophet on earth was struck
and wounded to the death, but this was for his proving
to be a true prophet of the Most High God down to the
end. (Deuteronomy 18:15-22; Acts 3:13-23) His violent
death caused a short-time scattering of his disciples
who were loyal to him. The true prophet Zechariah
was used to foretell this, for God went on to say to him:
“*O sword, awake against my shepherd, even against
the able-bodied man who is my associate,’ is the utter-
ance of Jehovah of armies. ‘Strike the shepherd, and let
o and since ShEPENT AR 1, JEROISh 5, beeh adobied by

{a) As a Igx'ophet Jesus Christ was struck and wounded for what
reasgn? (b) How did Jehovah foretell this through the prophet Zecha-
rlah . )
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18. Does the Watchtower
Society deny that they are a
“false prophet” by claiming
that they never presumed to

“originate predictions ‘in

the name of Jehovah’ ”?

STATEMENT FROM A
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATION:

“Jehovah’s Witnesses, in their eagerness for Jesus’
second coming, having suggested dates that turned
out to be incorrect. Because of this, some have
called them false prophets. Never in these
instances, however, did they presume to originate
predictions ‘in the name of Jehovah.””—Awake!
March 22, 1993, p. 4
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words do not come true, they shouid not be
viewed as false prophets such as those warned
against at Deuteronomy 18:20-22. In their hu-
man fallibility, they misinterpreted matters.*
Undeterred by previous failures, some seem
to have been spurred on by the approach of the
year 2000 and have made further predictions
of the end of the world. The Wall Street Journal
of December 5, 1989, published an article en-
titled “Millennium Fever: Prophets Prolifer-
ate, the End Is Near.” With the year 2000 ap-
proaching, various evangelicals are predicting
that Jesus is coming and that the 1990’s will be
“a time of troubles that has not been seen be-
fore.” At the time of this writing, the lat-
est occurrence was in the Republic of Korea,
where the Mission for the Coming Days pre-
dicted that on October 28, 1992, at midnight,
Christ would come and take believers to heav-

* Jehovah's. Witnesses, in their eagerness for Jesus’ second
coming, have suggested dates that turned out

Because of this, some have called them false prophets. Never
instances, however, did they presume to originate

redictions ‘in the name of Jehovah.’ Never did they say,
“These are the words of Jchovah. The Watchiower, the of-
ficial journal of Jehovah's Witnesses, has said: “We have not
the gift of prophecy.” (January 1883, page 425) “Nor would
we have our writings reverenced or regarded as infallible.”
(December 15, 1896, page 306) The Watchtower has also said
that the fact that some have Jehovah's spirit “does not mean
those now serving as Jehovah’s witnesses are inspired. It does
not mean that the writings in this magazine The Waichtower
are inspired and infallible and without mistakes.” (May 15,
1947, page 157) “The Waitchtower does not claim to be in-
spired in its utterances, nor is it dogmatic.” (August 15, 1950,
page 263) “The brothers preparing these publications are not
infallible. Their writings are not inspired as are those of Paul
and the other Bible writers. (2 Tim. 3:16) And so, at times,
it has been necessary, as understanding became clearer, to
correct views. (Prov. 4:18)"—February 15, 1981, page 19

en. Several other doomsday groups made sim-
ilar predictions.

The flood of false alarms is unfortunate.
They are like the wolf-wolf cries of the shep-
herd boy—people soon dismiss them, and
when the true warning comes, it too is ignored.

But why has there been such a tendency
through the centuries and down to our day for
false alarms to be sounded, as Jesus said they
would be? (Matthew 24:23-26) Jesus, after tell-
ing his followers about. different events that
would mark his return, said to them, as we
read at Matthew 24:36~42: “Concerning that
day and hour nobody knows, neither the an-
gels of the heavens nor the Son, but only the
Father. For just as the days of Noah were, so
the presence of the Son of man will be. . .
Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming.”

They were told not only to be on the watch
and to be prepared but also to watch with ea-
gerness. Romans 8:19 says: “For the eager ex-
pectation of the creation is waiting for the re-
vealing of the sons of God.” Human nature is
such that when we fervently hope and yearn
for something and wait in eager expectation of
it, a powerful temptation arises within us to
see it at the door even when the evidence is
insufficient. In our eagerness false alarms may
be sounded.

What, then, will distinguish the true warn-
ing from the false ones? For the answer, please
see the following article.

L4
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19. Is it true that Jehovah’s
Witnesses “never”
presumed to speak as a
“prophet” in the “name” of
Jehovah?

STATEMENT FROM
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATIONS:

“More accurately, was there any group on whom Jehovah would
be willing to bestow the commission to speak as a ‘prophet’ in
His name, as was done toward Ezekiel back there in 613 B.C.E.?
What were the qualifications? ...It is of importance to every
individual on earth to identify the group that Jehovah has
commissioned as his ‘servant’ or messenger. ...For this reason
forthcoming issues of The Watchtower will further discuss the
identity and work of Jehovah’s commissioned messenger as
revealed in His vision to Ezekiel.”—7The Watchtower, March 15,
1972, pp. 189-190

“ “They shall know that A PROPHET WAS AMONG THEM’
...So0, does Jehovah have a prophet to help them, to warn them
of dangers and to declare things to come? ...He had a “prophet”
to warn them. This “prophet” was not one man, but was a body of
men and women. It was the small group of footstep followers of
Jesus Christ, known at that time as International Bible Students.
Today they are known as Jehovah’s Christian witnesses.”—7he
Watchtower, April 1, 1972, p. 197

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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Covenant of the League of Nations was
made a part of that peace treaty.

When the League of Nations was pro-
posed as an international organization for
world peace and security, the bloodstained
religious organizations backed it, seizing
upon this circumstance as an opportunity
to “save face.” The Church of England
and the churches of Canada supported
the League, since Great Britain was the
League’s proposer and chief backer. In
the United States of America there was
the Federal Council of the Churches of
Christ in America (superseded in 1950 by
the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A., a federation of 33
Protestant and Orthodox churches). On
December 18, 1918, this Council sent its
adopted Declaration to the American pres-
ident and urged him to work for the
League. The Declaration said, in part:

“Such a League is not a mere political
expedient; it is rather the political expres-

sion of the Kingdom of God on earth. . ..
The Church can give a spirit of good-will,
without which no ILeague of Nations can
endure. . . . The League of Nations is rooted

in the Gospel. Like the Gospel, its objective
is ‘peace on earth, good-will toward men.’”

By accepting the League of Nations as
“the political expression of the Kingdom
of God on earth,” the members of the
Federal Council of churches were really
accepting a counterfeit “Kingdom of God
on earth.” Why? Because Jesus Christ, the
Head of the church, when on trial for his
life before the Roman governor Pontius
Pilate, in 33 C.E., said: “My kingdom does
not belong to this world. If it did, my fol-
lowers would be fighting to save me from
arrest by the Jews. My kingly authority
comes from elsewhere.” (John 18:36, New
English Bible) The fact that they were
not, as a body, a commissioned messenger
of God was made clear and their hypocrisy
exposed when, twenty years later, the
League of Nations was knocked out of

e WATCHTOWER.
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business by the outbreak of World War II.
The churches again entered into this war
with all their might, encouraging their
members to take part.

WHAT IS REQUIRED OF GOD'S MESSENGER
Therefore, when it came time for the
name of Jehovah and his purposes to be
declared to the people, along with God'’s
warning that Christendom is in her “time
of the end,” who qualified to be commis-
sioned? Who was willing to undertake this
monumental task as Jehovah'’s “servant”?
Was there anyone to whom Jehovah's
heavenly “chariot” could roll up and whom
it could confront? More accurately, was
there any group on whom Jehovah would
be willing to_bestow the commission to
speak as a “prophet” in His name, as was
done toﬁé Ezekiel back there in 613
B.C.E.? What were the qualifications?
Certainly such a messenger or “servant”
group would have to be made up of per-
sons who had not been defiled with blood-
guilt as had Christendom and the rest of
Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion, by sharing in carnal war-
fare. In fact, they would be a group that
had come out from the religious organi-
zations of Babylon the Great. More than
that, they would be persons who not only
saw the hypocrisy and God-defaming ac-
tion of these religions, but in addition ac-
tually rejected them and turned to Jeho-
vah God in true worship of him as set
forth in the Bible. Who would they be?

In identifying the group that is truly
commissioned as God’s messenger, these
are points for us to consider seriously. God
does not deal with persons who ignore his
Word and go according to their own in-
dependent ideas. Nor does he recognize
those who make a profession of serving
him and at the same time assocliate with
religions that teach God-dishonoring doc-
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trines. No one can serve two masters,
claiming to be a worshiper of God and
meddling with the politics, the radical
movements and other schemes of this
world. (Matt. 6:24) Jehovah’s chief repre-
sentative, Jesus Christ, said: “Not every-
one saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
into the kingdom of the heavens, but the
one doing the will of my Father who is in
the heavens will.”—Matt. 7:21.

It is of importance to every individual

on earth to identify the group that Jeho-

® Why did the Mosaic law prohibit the eating
of fat?—U.S.A.

Under the Law given to the Israelites, both
the blood and the fat were considered as be-
longing exclusively to Jehovah God. The Law
stated: “It is a statute to time indefinite for
your generations, in all your dwelling places:
You must not eat any fat or any blood at all.”
—Lev. 3:17.

The blood represents the life of a person
or an animal. For this reason the Bible speaks
of the “soul” as being “in the blood.” (Gen.
9:4; Lev. 17:11, 14) Since only Jehovah God
can give life, life or that which represents life,
the blood, rightly belongs to him.

The fat was regarded as the best or richest
part. This is evident from such figurative ex-
pressions as the “fat part of the land,” “the
best [literally, the fat]l of the o0il,” and “the
best [literally, the fat]l of the new wine and
the grain.” (Gen. 45:18; Num. 18:12) Thus
the prohibition against eating fat evidently
served to impress upon the Israelites that the
“first” or best parts belong to Jehovah, to be
offered up to him in sacrifice. The eating of
fat would therefore have been an illegal ap-
propriation of something that had been sanc-
tified to Jehovah. It would have been an in-
vasion of his rights. However, in the case of

BROOKLYN, N.Y.

vah _has commissioned as his “servant” or
messenger. We must recognize and under-
stand the warning that he brings. We need
to take action on the warning to safe-
guard our lives, for they are in a danger
as grave as that of the lives of Jerusalem’s
citizens as that city neared destruction.
For this reason forthcoming issues of The
Watchtower will further discuss the iden-
tity and work of Jehovah’s commissioned
messenger as revealed in His vision to
Ezekiel.

an animal that died of itself or was killed by
another beast, fat could be used for other
purposes.—Lev. 7:23-25.

Many Bible commentators believe that the
command about fat pertained only to animals
acceptable for sacrifice. But there are indica-
tions that this prohibition against eating fat
applied to the fat of all animals. The in-
junction respecting fat is linked with the one
regarding blood. And the blood of all animals
was prohibited for food. (Lev. 17:13, 14; Deut.
12:15, 16) Reasonably, therefore, the regula-
tion regarding fat likewise embraced the fat
of all animals.

It may also be noted that proper bleeding
did not remove every molecule of blood from
the meat, and yet the residue of blood re
maining did not make the meat unfit for con-
sumption. Similarly, the prohibition on the
eating of fat did not render meat with traces
of fat unsuitable for food.

Of course, the prohibition on fat did not
rule out the feeding or fattening of sheep or
cattle for the table. The Scriptures even men-
tion “fattened cuckoos.” (1 Ki. 4:23) In view
of the restriction on the use of fat for food,
evidently the ‘fattening’ was not for the pur-
pose of producing layers of fat, but that the
animals might become full-fleshed, not skinny.

At Deuteronomy 32:14 the reference to the
“fat of rams” as being given to the Israelites
is flgurative. It designates the best of the
flock (similar to the English expression “the
cream of the crop”). Hence The Jerusalem
Bible reads, “rich food of the pastures.” The
words of Nehemiah 8:10, “Go, eat the fatty
things,” are to be understood similarly. The
“fatty things” figuratively denote rich, luscious
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WAS

AMONG THEM'

EHOVAH GOD is interested in having
people know him. Though he is invis-
ible to human eyes, he provides various
ways by which they can know his per-
sonality. They can know what to expect
from him and what he expects of them.

One can come to understand that Je-

hovah is a God of surpassing wisdom by
observing creation. This also reveals the
loving care with which he designed things
for man’s welfare and enjoyment. A
second way to know God is through his
Word of truth, the Bible. Herein one finds
the full expression of Jehovah’s purpose
toward mankind—why man is on the earth
and the blessings that God has in store.

A third way of coming to know Jeho-
vah God is through his representatives. In
ancient times he sent prophets as his spe-
cial messengers. While these men foretold
things to come, they also served the peo-
ple by telling them of God's will for them
at that time, often also warning them of
dangers and calamities. People today can
view the creative works. They have at
hand the Bible, but it is little read er un-
derstood. So, does Jehovah have a proph-
et to help them, to warn them of dangers

and to declare things to come?
-»> IDENTIFYING THE “PROPHET”

These questions can be answered in the
affirmative. Who is this prophet? The cler-

A PROPH ET

gy of the so-called
“Christian” nations hold
themselves before the
people as being the ones
commissioned to speak
for God. But, as pointed
out in the previous issue
of this magazine, they
have failed God and
failed as proclaimers of
his kingdom by approv-
ing a man-made political
organization, the League
of Nations (now the
United Nations), as ‘“the political expres-
sion of the Kingdom of God on earth.”
However, Jehovah did not let the peo-
ple of Christendom, as led by the clergy,
go without being warned that the League
was a counterfeit substitute for the real
kingdom of God. He had a “prophet” to
warn them. This “prophet” was not one
man, but was a body of men and women.
It was the small group of footstep follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, known at “that time
as International Bible Students. Today
they are known as Jehovah's Christian
witnesses. They are still proclaiming a
warning, and have been joined and as-
sisted in their commissioned work by hun-
dreds of thousands of persons who have
listened to their message with belief.

Of course, it is easy to say that this
group acts as.a ‘prophet” of God. It is
another thing to prove it.

_The onlv.xay
that % ?n L8 mﬁ is to review ths
record, What does it show?
m: period this
group, the International Bible Students,
was very active in preaching the good
news of God’s kingdom, as their Leader
Jesus Christ had set this work before them
in his prophecy at Matthew 24:14. They
took literally Jesus’ words to the Roman
governor Pontius Pilate: “My kingdom is
no part of this world.” (John 18:36) They
also took to heart Jesus’ words to his fol-

197

WATCHTOWER 4/1]1972




20. Do you agree that
people should no longer
trust false prophets “as safe
osuides”?

STATEMENT FROM
WATCHTOWER
PUBLICATIONS:

“Their prophecies did not come true. Therefore
they are false prophets; and the people should no
longer trust them as safe guides...”—7he Watch
Tower, May 15, 1930, p. 156

“However, the prophet who presumes to speak in
my name a word that I have not commanded him
to speak or who speaks in the name of other gods,
that prophet must die. And in case you should say
in your heart: ‘How shall we know the word that
Jehovah has not spoken?’ when the prophet speaks
in the name of Jehovah and the word does not
occur or come true, that is the word that Jehovah
did not speak. With presumptuousness the prophet
spoke it. You must not get frightened at him.” ”
—Deuteronomy 18:20-22, New World Translation

Witnesses for Jesus, PO Box 50911, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 - 4Jehovah.org
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.and make the world safe for democracy; and that
the young men who died on the field of battle would
die' sacrificial . deaths as did Jesus and would go to
heaven. . Their prophecies did not come true. There-

_fore they are false prophets; and the people should
no-longer trust them as safe guides, but should look
to the Lord through his revealed Word for ‘their in-

structions as'to what is to occur on the earth in the
"future.

' The Apostle Peter warns us of these false prophets
in the last days, saying: ‘‘But there were false proph-
‘ets also among the people, even as there shall be false
‘teacliers among you, who privily shall bring in dam-
"nable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them.”” (2 Pet. 2:1) There are many thousands of
‘prominent religious leaders in our day who deny that
“the blood of Jesus bought the race; they claim that it
‘was not necessary for Jesus to die; they go even
“further and claim that he did not die, but was really
more alive than ever, when he was buried in Joseph's
""tomb. These are false prophets, because they contra-
‘dict the Bible and the words of the holy prophets,
and thus cast reproach on the Bible and lead pcople
‘to doubt its truthfulness, a.nd thus turn people away
from God.

i The words of God’s true prophets on ‘this subject

' are as follows: ‘“Without shedding of blood is no re-

mission.”’ (Heb. 9:22) ‘‘Christ died for our sins

according to the lcnptures ' (1 Cor. 15:3) ‘“Ye are

“"bought with a price.”’ (1 Cor. 6:20) ‘‘Ye were not
v rcdecmed with corruptlble thmgs, as silver and gold,

. but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a

lamb without blemish and without spot.”’—1 Pet.

1 18,19,

Severa.l texts tell us that Jesus was dea.d and was

' raised on the third day. (1 Cor. 15:4) The false

- teachers claim that Jesus was not dead, and hence did

- not need a resurrection. These false prophets claim

" that it is the body that will be resurrected. But Paul,

: one of God’s holy prophets, speaking of the resur-

"rection of the dead, says: ‘“‘But some man will say,

7+ How are the dead raised up? and with what body
-~ ~do they come? Thou fool! . . . that which thou sowest,
_thqu sowest not that body that shall be . .. ; but

God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him.’’—1
Cor 15: 35-38.
.The false prophets claim that the earth is to be
burned up at some future time; but God’s holy proph-
- ets emphatmally state to the contrary. In Ececlesiastes
“1:4 we read: “The earth abideth for ever.”” Again,
‘in Tsaiah 45:18 we read: “‘God himself . . . formed
“the .earth and made it; he hath estabhshed it, he
created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited.’’
" ‘These false prophets tell the people that God has
provided a lake of fire and brimstone in which to
“-torture for ever those who do not accept their teach-

. ‘ e WATCH 'TOWER
4:-'---vvor1d' that ‘the great World War would end all wars

- Bible, show that Adam was the first man, and th
lived about 6,056 years ago. Quite recently.sa:

ings; others tell the peOple that many -are in"purggs
tory, and that it is possible to pray them out. -The [
teach the people the doctrine of the. trinity; namely3
that ‘God the Father, God the Son, and God the ‘
ghost are three persons in one, and all three eq
substance, in power and in eternity’. They tell | thes

will .follow the instructions of these false pro
they will not need ‘to study the Bible. ‘Without.
ception, these things are unsecriptural and untru %
and tend to turn the people away from God a.nd
Bible study.
These false prophets claim that the govemm
of earth, even though very wicked and corrupt, c
stitute God’s kingdom on earth. They claim th:
the saved will be in heaven, in face of hundr
texts which say that the righteous shall inheri
land and dwecll therein for ever. (Isa. 60:21)  The
d.lscourage Bible study by telling the people that'
““Bible -is an old fiddle on which one can play‘
tune’’, that it is a book of mystery, and that
did not intend it to be understood. Such re:
turn people away from God and from'the Bible
brand the authors of such statements as bein
prophets. , '
‘Why is it that the words of God s holy prophe_
discredited, denied and sneered at, while :the
of these false prophets are given :the widest-
ble publicity, and approved by all great men of ea)
The. records of. God’s.holy prophets,. found in;
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found some bones in Nebraska, and broadcast
world that they were the bones of a man who
lived in Nebraska over 5,000,000 years ago. Hi
ment was wild, unreasona.ble and foolish ; yet it ¢
be published in the best magazines and newspa
and retailed from the best pulplts and pletfo
the world.
On the contrary, 1f any one should try to d i
the accuracy of the Bible and prove that its auth
were holy men sent of (od, his copy would be;
fused by the best newspapers and magazines,
he would be denied the use of halls or pulpi
put forth his message. Should some paper be Li
enough to publish-his defense, it would be so garbled
as to discredit the author and hold him up to ridiculg
Why is this true? The answer is that the false prop}
ets, financial, pohtlcal and religious, control the pulpi
and the press; and that they desire to hold oniig
their positions of trust, influence and power.-
do not want the truth, namely, that they are
prophets, to get out to the people; and so the,
their power over the pulpxt and press -to kee
message from the people. -
Anyone who will stand up to defend Jd ehova.h God
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