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HOW TO TALK TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESS ABOUT THE DEITY OF
JESUS CHRIST AND THE TRINITY

ave you ever felt dismay after presenting the standard Biblical Scripture proof texts for the Deity of Jesus
HChrist and the Trinity, only to find your Jehovah’s Witness friend unconvinced? There are three reasons
for this:

1. MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING THE TRINITY: Jehovah’s Witnesses have several
misconceptions about what Christians believe regarding the Deity of Christ and the Triune God. We
must address their misconceptions and deal with the verses they rely on to support their position, before
they can adequately grasp the Biblical support we have for our position.

2. FALSE AUTHORITY: Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the leaders of their Watchtower organization
are appointed by God to act as His supreme representatives on earth. In order to maintain good standing
with the organization, they are required to accept, without question, all beliefs and policies presented by
their leaders. So, when the plain reading of a Scripture passage contracts a doctrinal belief held by their
leaders, they will question their own ability to understand the meaning of that Scripture passage before
they will question the belief itself. We must undercut their trust in their leaders before they will be free
to accept the plain and simple interpretation of Scripture passages that differ from what they have been
taught.

3. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS: Satan, “the god of this world,” has blinded the minds of Jehovah’s
Witnesses so that they cannot see “Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). We must
remember that we are engaged in a spiritual battle for their minds and hearts. This battle transcends mere
intellectual understanding. We must implore the Spirit of the Living God to free them so that they can
say, “Jesus is indeed Lord, Jehovah!” (See 1 Corinthians 12:3).

The following steps will guide you to effectively present the Deity of Jesus Christ in terms your Jehovah’s
Witness friends will be able to grasp. Although there is no guarantee that they will be convinced by the
concepts we present here, in our ministry to Jehovah’s Witnesses, we have found the following steps essential
to break the faulty reasoning most Jehovah’s Witnesses have embraced on this issue.

Step 1: Explain how the belief that Jesus is God affects salvation.

Step 2: Articulate an accurate understanding of the Trinity doctrine.

Step 3: Emphasize that Jesus is not the Father.

Step 4: Remove the Watchtower proof texts against the Deity of Jesus Christ.

Step 5: Discuss the limitations of Jesus’ humanity as they relate to His Divine Person.
Step 6: Prove how submission to authority does not affect nature.

Step 7: Present Scriptural proof texts for the Deity of Christ and the Trinity.

Step 8: Remove the Watchtower Authority Barrier.

STEP 1: EXPLAIN HOW THE BELIEF THAT JESUS IS GOD AFFECTS SALVATION.

Belief in the Trinity cannot save a person. It is the Gospel of Christ that “is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). Salvation is God’s job, not ours. No amount of arguing about the
Deity of Christ can save or convince anyone of the truth of the Trinity because Scripture plainly says:
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“...no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”— 1 Corinthians 12:3

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not have the Holy Spirit. The Watchtower Society has taught them that spiritual
“adoption” and the privilege of being “born again” are reserved only for 144,000 people. Since the majority of
Jehovah’s Witnesses are not part of this group, it is likely that your Jehovah’s Witness friends do not think they
can be born again. As long as they reject the New Covenant, they exclude themselves from eternal life (John
6:53). Furthermore, Romans 8:8-9 and 14, demonstrate that without the Holy Spirit which is received by
“adoption”, people cannot be led by the Spirit of God and without the Holy Spirit’s leading, your friends
literally cannot say “Jesus is Lord / Jehovah” (1 Corinthians 12:3). Can you see the predicament your
Jehovah’s Witness friends are in?

So to keep discussions over the Trinity doctrine from becoming a stumbling block to the salvation of your
Jehovah’s Witness friends, use it as a spring-board into presenting the Gospel first. You can do this by
explaining how the Watchtower belief that Jesus is not God keeps your Jehovah’s Witness friends from
salvation. Here is a simple step-by-step approach to presenting the Gospel:

1. JOHN 17:3 - Remind your Jehovah’s Witness friends that Jesus clearly taught that eternal life
consists of knowing Him (John 17:3).

2. JOHN 5:39-40 - Declare that Jesus said we must “come to” Him (John 5:39-40) for salvation and the
gift of eternal life (John 10:27-28).

3. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:9 - Ask your Jehovah’s Witness friends if their Watchtower teaching that
Jesus is not God allows them to pray directly to Jesus. They will likely say “no” because prayer is a
form of worship reserved only for God. Once they admit to this fact that they do not pray directly “to”
Jesus, ask them how they can personally “know” someone (John 17:3) or have “fellowship”
(1 Corinthians 1:9) with that person if they are not allowed to speak to that person.

4. MARK 2:7-11 and JOHN 6:45 - Emphasize that going “through” Jesus to get to God the Father as
He commands us to in John 14:6, requires that we pray directly to Jesus for the forgiveness of our
sins and deal with Him first before we can go to the Father with our requests. Remind them that
this is Jehovah God’s arrangement for life and the forgiveness of sins because He is the One who has
given all the authority to forgive sins to Jesus (Mark 2:7-11). So, since Jehovah God commands that
we come “to” Jesus in prayer for forgiveness (John 6:45), this is why we must believe Jesus is God
because only God can forgive the sins we have committed against Him (Mark 2:7).

Finally, declare to Jehovah’s Witnesses that Scripture teaches that we are to wash away our sins by “calling
upon” the name of Jesus (Acts 22:16). So that in the same way that we “call upon” Jehovah’s name in prayer
(Romans 10:13, NWT), we must direct our prayers to Jesus because it is only in His name that we receive
salvation (Acts 4:12). Point out that until we receive forgiveness from Jesus (Mark 2:10-11), we cannot call
God “Father.” This is why Jesus taught his disciples to pray “our Father” (Matthew 6:9), because they already
had their sins forgiven by Christ at John 13:10. But your Jehovah’s Witness friends do not have this privilege
of calling God “Father” because they have refused to come to Christ for forgiveness. Remind them that until
they come “to” Jesus in prayer for salvation, they will not receive eternal life, no matter how much Bible study
they do (John 5:39-40). That is how you start your discussion on the Deity of Christ with an emphasis on the
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Gospel. For more information on the Scriptural support for the practice of worshiping Jesus and praying to
Him, see the following chapters from the Yes, You Should Believe in the Trinity book:

e CHAPTER 8: “WORSHIP GOD ON HIS TERMS”
https://www.4jehovah.org/worship-god-on-his-terms-chapter-8-yes-you-should-believe-in-the-trinity/

e CHAPTER 9: WHO SHOULD WE PRAY TO? — The Father or the Son?
https://www.4jehovah.org/who-should-we-pray-to-the-father-or-the-son/

STEP 2: ARTICULATE AN ACCURATE UNDERSTANDING OF THE TRINITY DOCTRINE.

Before we can adequately defend the doctrine of the Trinity and the Deity of Jesus Christ, we must have an
accurate understanding of what the Trinity is and what it is not.

The Trinity is the view that the three persons mentioned in the Bible: Father, Son (i.e., Jesus) and Holy Spirit
are one God. This Triune God is called “Jehovah” in the Old Testament and “Lord” in the New Testament.
Each person of the Godhead is distinct in His Personhood, yet each is equal in nature and eternal in uncreated
substance. Together as the one and only true God, they co-exist, co-create and co-rule this present world. There
is a functional hierarchy that exists within the members of this Triune God. The Father, being the supreme
person in authority, sends His “Son” Jesus Christ to redeem mankind, and the Son sends the Holy Spirit to
indwell Christian believers. During the incarnation (Christ’s coming to earth), Jesus added a human nature to
His Divine person. Thus, it was when He operated under the limitations of His humanity that He was unable to
do things that He would otherwise have been able to do as God.

Misconceptions regarding the Trinity doctrine occur when the doctrine is misdefined in Modalistic or Tritheistic
terms. Modalism is the view that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit operate not only as one God, but as one
Person manifesting Himself in various modes at different times and places. In this view, the Person of God may
appear as the Father. At other times, He appears as the Son and then again as the Holy Spirit, but always as one
Person. The problem with this view is that if God is only “one person,” He would be unable to manifest as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit at one time. Thus, we would have to discount Scriptural passages such as Matthew
3:16 where at the baptism of Jesus, all three persons manifested Themselves, and Genesis 1:26 where God
refers to Himself in the plural pronouns of “Us” and “Our.”

Tritheism is the direct opposite of Modalism. It teaches that the three persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) are not
only distinct in their Personhoods, but are separate “Gods.” In the third and fourth centuries, the Church
soundly defeated this view in favor of the clear teaching of Scripture that there is only one true God (John 17:3).

This is how this single Being we call the Triune God came to be defined as three distinct Persons in one
substance. During the fourth century, in an attempt to prevent Modalistic and Tritheistic views of God from
being promulgated in Christian Churches, this belief was codified into the Creed of Athanasius. Throughout the
centuries, the Athanasian Creed has served as the accepted standard by which Christians define the Trinity
doctrine. So when a person is witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses, it is often necessary to appeal to this creed in
order to counter the Modalistic views of the Trinity presented in Watchtower literature.
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Details of the Watchtower’s misrepresentation of the Trinity doctrine and how to answer common objections to
it by quoting Scripture and the Athanasian Creed can be seen throughout our Yes, You Should Believe in the
Trinity book, but here are a few specific examples found in the Watchtower’s Trinity brochure:

“Here Jesus shows that he and the Father, that is, Almighty God, must be two distinct entities,
for how else could there truly be two witnesses? ...Was God saying that he was his own son,
that he approved himself, that he sent himself? No....To whom was he praying? To a part of
himself? No....To whom was Jesus crying out? To himself or to part of himself? ...If you
appear in someone else’s presence, how can you be that person? You cannot. You must be
different and separate....Someone who is ‘with’ another person cannot also be that other
person.” —Should You Believe in the Trinity?, pp. 17-19, 27

We would agree that several passages demonstrate the distinction between the Person of the Father and the
Person of the Son, but such arguments have no bearing against the Trinity doctrine because it teaches,

“...there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost...
For, like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by Himself
to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the Catholic [Christian] Religion to say, there be
Three Gods or Three Lords.” — The Creed of Athanasius

Since the Trinity teaches the distinction of each of the “Persons” of the Godhead, all arguments demonstrating
this are invalid.

Another argument proposed by the Watchtower that becomes inconsequential when the Trinity doctrine is
accurately defined is the claim that Jesus cannot be “equal” to the Father if He is in subjection to Him. The
Watchtower asserts,

“The Bible’s position is clear. Not only is Almighty God, Jehovah, a personality separate from
Jesus but He is at all times his superior....And this is why Jesus himself said: ‘The Father is
greater than I.”—John 14:28” —Should You Believe in the Trinity?, p. 20

Here again, the Watchtower arguments fail when the Trinity doctrine is accurately defined. Concerning the
nature of Jesus Christ, the Creed of Athanasius notes,

“Equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His
manhood; Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not two, but one Christ.”

STEP 3: EMPHASIZE THAT JESUS IS NOT THE FATHER.

Because Jehovah’s Witnesses have a modalistic view of the Trinity doctrine, when they hear you say, “Jesus is
God,” they automatically assume you said, “Jesus is the Father.” Immediately, Scripture verses that demonstrate
the distinction between the Father and the Son flood into their minds. To preempt this argument, say to your
Jehovah’s Witness friend:
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e [ believe Jesus is God, but I DO NOT believe Jesus is the Father.

Pause, and let them ask you how you can believe Jesus is God without believing He is the Father. Because
Jehovah’s Witnesses are accustomed to going right into their arguments about the distinction between the
Father and the Son, they may miss the point you are making about Jesus not being the same person as the
Father. If this occurs, do not argue about the verses they bring up. Just repeat your statement about Jesus not
being the Father until they ask you what you mean by Jesus being God, but not the Father. Once they ask, you
are ready to proceed to the next point below.

Use a human analogy to explain Jesus’ relationship to the Father. Jehovah’s Witnesses have a hard time
understanding how both the Father and the Son can co-exist as two distinct persons, yet one God. To aid in
communicating this concept, we have found it helpful to draw an analogy between God’s nature and human
nature. Ask the Jehovah’s Witness:

e Do you believe that a human son is less human than his father?
(The Jehovah’s Witness will answer, “No.”)
e Then, how can Jesus as God’s Son be less God than His Father is God?

Just as a son is no more, no less “human” than his father, so Jesus as God’s Son is no more, no less “God” than
his Father is “God.” This is why the Jews endeavored to stone Jesus for blasphemy. They understood Jesus’
claim to be the “Son of God” as a claim that made Him “equal” in nature to the one and only true God (See
John 5:18; 19:7; c.f., Leviticus 24:16). This is also why Jesus called the Father His “God” at John 20:17. His
Father would always be His “God,” just as our human fathers will always be our “human” ancestors.

Pointing to the fact that the angels are called “sons of God” at Job 38:7, a Jehovah’s Witness may object to
your conclusions by saying that Jesus was claiming to be an angel, rather than God Himself. To this objection,
have the Jehovah’s Witness read Hebrews 1:5 which says in their New World Translation Bible, “For example,
to which one of the angels did he ever say: ‘You are my son; I, today, I have become your father’? And
again: ‘I myself shall become his father, and he himself will become my son’?” Then, ask the Jehovah’s
Witness the following questions:

e Since the Bible does not contradict itself, why does Hebrews 1:5 say that God never said, “You are My
Son” to any of His angels?
0 Doesn’t this mean that Jesus is called the “Son of God” in a different sense than angels are called
God’s sons?

e What does the Bible mean when it says that Jesus is the “Son of Man” at Matthew 26:64?
0 Since God is not a man (Hosea 11:9), could it be that Jesus is the “Son of Man” because He
possesses the nature of man, being fully human?
0 Since Jesus is called the “Son of Man” because He is 100% man, what do you think Scripture means
when it calls Jesus the “Son of God”? He must be 100% God, right?
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For an example of how to use this analogy to respond to Jehovah’s Witness objections, see the following mock
dialogue between Cindy, who is a Jehovah’s Witness, and Karen who is a Christian, from our book, Christian
Conversations with Jehovah’s Witnesses: Biblical Answers to Questions Jehovah’s Witnesses Ask:

MOCK DIALOGUE ON JOHN 1:1: How Can Jesus Be “With” God and at the Same Time Be
God? - https://www.4jehovah.org/dialogue-5-how-can-jesus-be-with-god-and-at-the-same-time-be-god/

STEP 4: REMOVE THE WATCHTOWER PROOF TEXTS AGAINST THE DEITY OF JESUS
CHRIST.

Jehovah’s Witnesses point to a number of Scriptures that they use as proof texts for their claim that the Bible
does not teach that Jesus is God. Until you expose the faulty reasoning behind their use of these Scriptures,
Jehovah’s Witnesses will not be open to the strong Scriptural evidence for the Deity of Christ. The most
common Scriptural proof texts used against the Deity of Christ are Colossians 1:15, Revelation 3:14 and
Proverbs 8:22. You can respond to these Scriptures by explaining the following:

e Colossians 1:15 - “Firstborn” does not mean Christ is “first-created,” but rather that Christ is
preeminent over creation.

¢ Revelation 3:14 - “Beginning” does not means that Christ is part of the creation which He began, rather
it means that He is the “Beginner” of Creation.

e Proverbs 8:22 - Wisdom is brought forth to take part in Creation and just as wisdom is as eternal as
God is, so Christ is the eternal God.

A detailed exposition of these Scriptures is found in Chapter four of the Yes, You Should Believe in the Trinity!
book at this link: https://www.4jehovah.org/trinity-in-the-bible-chapter-4-yes-you-should-believe-in-the-trinity/

STEP S: DISCUSS THE LIMITATIONS OF JESUS’ HUMANITY AS THEY RELATE TO HIS
DIVINE PERSON.

Common objections Jehovah’s Witnesses raise against the belief that Jesus is God are the facts that no human
has seen God (John 1:18), but Jesus was seen (John 1:14);God cannot die (Habakkuk 1:12), but Jesus died
(Philippians 2:8); God cannot be tempted (James 1:13), but Jesus was tempted (Matthew 4:1); God knows all
things (1 John 3:20), but Jesus did not know the day or hour of His return (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32).

To answer these objections, explain to the Jehovah’s Witness that because God, in His very nature, cannot be
seen, tempted, nor physically die to pay for the sins of mankind, it was necessary for Jesus to add a human
nature to His Divine person so that He could redeem mankind. Philippians 2:5-10 explains how Jesus continued
to exist in God’s “form” (i.e., nature), but relinquished His right to enjoy equality with God so that He could
limit Himself to the human nature he had adopted in order to redeem mankind. Thus, by adding a human
dimension to His Divine person, Jesus became the visible “image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15).
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OUR RESPONSE TO A LETTER FROM A JEHOVAH’S WITNESS WHO ASKED “HOW
CAN JESUS BE GOD?”

A few years ago our ministry received the following letter from a Jehovah’s Witness whose Christian friend had
been discussing the Trinity and the Deity of Jesus Christ with him. Like many Jehovah’s Witnesses we have
encountered, he held many of the typical objections against the doctrine that are discussed in this book. So we
replied to him with the answers he needed and later we learned that he accepted Jesus as the True Jehovah God
after reading our answers below. Praise God!

LETTER FROM ONE OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

“Hi! I'm one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Yet, before studying with Jehovah’s Witnesses, I found the Bible to
teach that Jesus is not Almighty God, nor part of a Trinity. I don’t see the equality of the Father and Son.
The Son was tempted by the Devil (Matthew 4:1), whereas God cannot be tempted by evil (James 1:13). If
the Son were God, how could there be any real temptation in offering God something back that He Himself
had already given to Satan (Matthew 4:8-9)? The Son doesn’t know the day or hour, only the Father knows
(Matthew 24:36). The Son’s will is distinct and can be different from the Father’s will (Matthew 26:39).
The Son can only do what He sees the Father do (John 5:19), whereas God can do all things (Matthew
19:26). The Son only has the power and authority “given” to Him by the Father (Matt 28:18), and the Son
will relinquish that power in the future (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). Above all, the Son says that the Father is
“greater” than him and that his Father is his “God.” If the Son has a God, how can he be God Himself?
There is much more I could write, but this is certainly a conviction beyond a responsible doubt. Isn’t it?
May the “King over all [other] gods,” Jehovah bless you. — Psalm 95:3.”

OUR RESPONSE:

Thank you for taking the time to contact us with your conviction that Jesus is not God. It is indeed an
admirable task to seek to be a true “witness” of Jehovah by studying to accurately defend the identity of this
only true God (John 17:3; 1 John 5:20). Your studious examination of Scripture in this regard is to be
commended.

In response to your concerns, let’s start by first discussing what traditional Christians mean when they/we say
that “Jesus is God.” We believe that as God (John 1:1), Jesus possesses the full nature of the only true God
(Colossians 1:19; 2:9), yet we DO NOT believe that Jesus is the Father. As you correctly note when you
mentioned how the Son’s will is distinct from the Father’s will, Scripture makes a clear distinction between the
person of the Father and the person of the Son.

We view Jesus’ relationship to the Father in much the same way that one would view the relationship between a
human father and son. While the son is a distinct person from his father and is subordinate to his father’s will,
so Jesus as God’s Son is a distinct person from God the Father and is subordinate to God the Father’s will. Yet,
just as a human son possesses just as much “human” nature as his father, so Jesus as God’s Son possesses
just as much “God” nature as His Father. This is why the Jews endeavored to stone Jesus for blasphemy.
They understood Jesus’ claim to be the “Son of God” as a claim that made Him “equal” in nature to the one and
only true God (See John 5:18; 19:7; c.f., Leviticus 24:16). This is also why Jesus called the Father His “God” at
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John 20:17. His Father would always be His “God,” just as our human fathers will always be our “human”
ancestors.

In the same way that one would not argue that a human son is an inferior “human” simply because his
father is in a “greater” position as leader of the family, so it is incorrect to argue that Jesus is an inferior
“God” simply because His Father is in a “greater” position of authority (John 14:28). At Luke 2:51, we read
that Jesus “continued in subjection” to Mary and Joseph as they were in a greater position of authority over Him
at that point in His earthly life. Are we to argue that Jesus was inferior to them? I’m sure by now you see our
point that submission to authority does not denote an inferior nature. Thus, Scriptural references to this
affect (i.e., John 5:19; Matthew 28:18; 1 Corinthians 11:3 and 15:24-28) do not have any bearing on whether or
not Jesus is an inferior “God.”

We will now address your concern over the Scripture passages that show Jesus’ limited abilities compared to
God the Father. God in His very nature cannot be seen (John 1:18), tempted (James 1:13), nor physically die
(Habakkuk 1:12). Yet, all these things were necessary for Jesus to do in order to pay the ultimate price to cover
the sins of mankind (Hebrews 9:22). So, the solution was for Jesus to add a human nature to His Divine person.
Philippians 2:5-10 explains how Jesus continued to exist in God’s “form” (i.e., nature), yet He relinquished
His right to enjoy equality with God so that He could limit Himself to the human nature he had adopted.
In this, He experienced everything we experience (Hebrews 4:15), and He died to pay the price for mankind’s
sins. Thus, by adding a human dimension to His Divine person (Colossians 2:9), Jesus became the visible
“image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15).

You asked, “If the Son were God, how could there be any real temptation in offering God something back
that He Himself had already given to Satan (Matthew 4:8-9)?” Let’s turn this question around. Jehovah’s
Witnesses believe that Jehovah created Jesus and that Jesus created everything else, right? In the previous
temptation, Satan commanded Jesus to turn the stones into bread (Matthew 4:3-4). Using your logic, how could
there be any temptation in inviting Jesus to turn the stones into bread if He really is the One who created the
stones in the first place? Do you see the problem with this logic? Your argument assumes that Jesus was not
God because Satan was trying to tempt Him with the kingdoms of this world that God already had authority
over. But if we were to use this reasoning, we would also have to argue that Jesus could not be the Creator
because Satan was trying to tempt Him with the stones that Jesus already had authority over as Creator of them.
Of course, we know this argument can’t be true because Scripture is clear that Jesus is the Creator (Colossians
1:16-17; John 1:3), just as Scripture is clear that Jesus is God. So, the real test wasn’t whether or not Jesus was
God or Creator. The real test was whether Jesus would put aside the limitations of His human nature and
operate as God before it was time for Him to do so. Indeed, this was a real test because as God, He could
have easily put aside His human nature and taken the kingdoms back from Satan before it was time (see Acts
17:31).

Finally, in conclusion, I would like to address your concern over the fact that Jesus didn’t always “know”
everything that was going to happen — specifically the day or the hour of His return (Matthew 24:36). Here
again, Jesus was operating under the limitations of His humanity. But as God, we see many other examples
where Jesus did “know all things” (John 2:24-25; 16:30). The following chart illustrates how Jesus limited
Himself to the finiteness of His human nature at certain times, but expressed the God-attributes of His Divine
nature at others. Thus, Jesus was both 100% Man (being the “Son of Man” - Matthew 26:64) and 100 % God
(being the “Son of God” - John 5:18; 19:7) unified in His very Person.
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DIVINE QUALITIES HUMAN QUALITIES
OMNIPOTENCE (All Power): Mark 2:7-12; 14:62- | HUNGER & WEARINESS: Luke 4:2; John 4:6;
64; John 2:7-11 Matthew 8:24
OMNIPRESENCE (Present Everywhere): John | LIMITED PHYSICAL BODY: Mark 3:9; John
1:48; Matt. 18:20; 28:20 11:32
OMNISCIENCE (All Knowledge): John 2:24-25; | LIMITED KNOWLEDGE: Mark 13:32; John
6:64; 16:30 11:34

STEP 6: PROVE HOW SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY DOES NOT AFFECT NATURE.

Jehovah’s Witnesses struggle with the concept that Jesus can submit His will to the will of the Father and yet
remain “equal” in nature to the Father. They also question how Jesus can be “equal” to God, yet proclaim at
John 14:28 that the Father is “greater” than Him. Here again, our human analogy comes into play to explain
how this is the case. Ask the Jehovah’s Witness:

e In God’s design for the family, doesn’t the human father hold the greatest authority within the family?
Although the father may share his authority with the mother, would you not agree that he is in a “greater”
position than anyone else in the family and is the ultimate one in charge?

(The Jehovah’s Witness should agree.)

e Does the fact that the human father is in a “greater” position of authority than anyone else in the family
prove that his wife or his son or daughter are inherently inferior to him? If so, are we to argue that they are
less human than their father is simply because they submit to his “greater” authority and obey his rules and
guidelines?

(The Jehovah’s Witness should understand your point and agree with you that a person having less
authority than another person does not make that person inferior or “less human” than the other
person with greater authority.)

e Then, why argue that Jesus is inferior to God simply because He submits His will to the Father? At Luke
2:51, we read that Jesus “continued in subjection” to Mary and Joseph. Does this mean that Jesus was
inferior to them?

For an example of how to explain this concept to Jehovah’s Witnesses, see the following mock dialogue
between Cindy, who is a Jehovah’s Witness, and Karen who is a Christian, from our book, Christian
Conversations with Jehovah’s Witnesses: Biblical Answers to Questions Jehovah’s Witnesses Ask:

MOCK DIALOGUE ON JOHN 14:28 - Why is the Father “Greater” Than Jesus?
https://www.4jehovah.org/dialogue-4-why-is-the-father-greater-than-jesus/

STEP 7: PRESENT SCRIPTURAL PROOF FOR THE DEITY OF CHRIST AND THE TRINITY.

By this point, your Jehovah’s Witness friends should understand what you believe concerning the Deity of
Christ. Your friends should understand that Jesus is not the same person as the Father, but yet possess God’s
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nature as the only true God. They should understand that as the Son of God, Jesus is equal in nature to God the
Father, but He chose to be confined to the limitations of His humanity while on earth so that He could purchase
mankind’s redemption. Finally, your friends should agree with you that submission to one in “greater”
authority does not prove an inferior nature.

Having laid the foundation for an accurate understanding of Jesus’ Deity, you are now ready to present your
Scriptural proof that Jesus is indeed God. There are many passages one can present to prove that Jesus is God,
but we have found that some of the best Scriptures are those that demonstrate how both the Son and Holy Spirit
possess God’s attributes and perform actions that only Jehovah God is able to perform. See the following chart

that is combined from two charts in chapter four of our Yes, You Should Believe in the Trinity book:

DIVINE QUALITY | THE FATHER THE SON THE HOLY SPIRIT
OMNIPRESENCE | Jeremiah 23:24; 1 Kings 8:27 Matthew 28:20; 18:20; John 1:48 Psalm 139:7
OMNISCIENCE Psalm 147:5; 1 Kings 8:39 John 16:30; 2:24-25 1 Corinthians 2:10-11
OMNIPOTENCE Jeremiah 32:17,27; Matthew Matthew 28:18; John 16:15; Romans 15:19

19:26; Luke 1:37; Psalm 135:6 Hebrews 1:3
HOLINESS Revelation 15:4 Acts 3:14 Romans 1:4
ETERNITY Psalm 90:2; Romans 16:26 Hebrews 7:3; Isaiah 9:6; John 8:58 | Hebrews 9:14
THE TRUTH John 7:28 John 8:32,36; 14:6; Revelation 3:7 | John 16:13; 1 John 5:6-7
LORD Luke 1:32; 10:21 Romans 10:9; Philippians 2:11 2 Corinthians 3:17
GOD 1 Peter 1:2; Philippians 2:11 2 Peter 1:1; Titus 2:13; John 1:1; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians

20:28; Hebrews 1:8 3:16-17

ALMIGHTY Genesis 17:1 Revelation 1:8; 22:12-13, 20 Zechariah 4:6
RESURRECTION 1 Thessalonians 1:10; Eph 1:20 John 10:17-18; John 2:18-22 Romans 1:4; 8:11

To guide you in how to use some of these Scriptures that prove the Trinity and the Deity of Jesus Christ when
you are discussing this topic with Jehovah’s Witnesses, see the following list of step-by-step questions found in
chapter ten of our Yes, You Should Believe in the Trinity book:

e CHAPTER 13 - Presenting the Deity of Christ and the Personhood of the Holy Spirit
https://www.4jehovah.org/questions-for-jehovahs-witnesses-on-the-true-god-and-the-trinity/

STEP 8: REMOVE THE WATCHTOWER AUTHORITY BARRIER.

Although your Jehovah’s Witness friends may better understand your beliefs at this point, they may not be
ready to agree with you that Jesus is indeed God. This is because not only have your friends been blinded by
Satan but they are committed to following the Watchtower organization, and as long as your friends wish to
remain associated with Jehovah’s Witnesses,” they will not be able to embrace beliefs contrary to this religion.
So, to be effective in helping your friends come to the real Jesus for salvation, you must help them divorce the
false authority this counterfeit religion has set up in their minds. When it comes to discussing the Trinity
doctrine, we have found the best way to attack this false authority is to focus on how the Watchtower Society
distorts and misrepresents facts in their Should You Believe in the Trinity? brochure. You will find the
photocopied documentation provided at the end of this packet which is from Christina (Harvey) Darlington’s
Yes, You Should Believe in the Trinity book and the following list of step-by-step points in “Explaining the
Deity of Jesus Christ” (next article) helpful in breaking the Watchtower’s hold upon Jehovah’s Witness minds.
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1. DEFINING THE “TRINITY”:

“Neither confounding the Persons; nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the Father,
another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost....So the Father is God, the son is God: and the
Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods: but one God...The Son is of the Father alone:
not made, nor created, but begotten....For the right Faith is, that we believe and confess: that our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man....Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead: and
inferior to the Father, as touching his Manhood.”—Creed of Athanasius (See Photocopy Pages DP 1-2
in the back of this packet.)

e Not MODALISM: three persons in one person
e Not TRITHEISM: three Gods in one God
e Itis three distinct persons in one God.

4 Pillars of the Trinity Doctrine:

Father is called God at 1 Peter 1:2

Son is called God at John 20:28

Holy Spirit is called God at Acts 5:3-4
There is only one true God — John 17:3

b=

2. IS THE “TRINITY” DOCTRINE FROM PAGANISM?

e In the Watchtower Trinity publication, the Society quotes various individuals to try to prove that the
Trinity doctrine in Christianity is an infiltration of paganism. They state: “Historian Will Durant
observed: ‘Christianity did not destroy paganism,; it adopted....” "—Should You Believe in the Trinity?:
Is Jesus Christ the Almighty God?, p. 11 (DP 3)

e In the context of this quote, Will Durant said: “It seems incredible that the Apocalypse and the Fourth
Gospel should have come from the same hand. The Apocalypse is Jewish poetry, the Fourth Gospel is
Greek philosophy.... Just as Philo, learned in Greek speculation, had felt a need to rephrase Judaism in
forms acceptable to the logic-loving Greeks, so John...sought to give a Greek philosophical tinge to
the mystic Jewish doctrine that the Wisdom of God was a living being, and to the Christian doctrine that
Jesus was the Messiah. Consciously or not, he continued Paul’s work of detaching Christianity from
Judaism....Now the pagan world—even the anti-Semitic world—could accept him as its own.
Christianity did not destroy paganism; it adopted it.”—T7he Story of Civilization: Part Ill, Caesar and
Christ, p. 594-595 (DP 4-5)

¢ Do you believe that the writers of Scripture, such as John and Paul, incorporated “Greek philosophy”
into their writings because they used terms and ideas that were identical to those found in pagan false
religion? Do you agree with this historian that the Watchtower quotes? Do you believe that the Bible is
the source of paganism in Christianity and that Christianity “adopted” paganism because the Bible is
from paganism?

e “And in the book Egyptian Religion, Siegfried Morenz notes: “The trinity was a major preoccupation of
Egyptian theologians...Three gods are combined and treated as a single being, addressed in the
11

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC PO BOX 50911 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949 USA
www.4witness.org




HOW TO TALK TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESS ABOUT THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST AND THE

TRINITY: EXPLAINING THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST STEP-BY-STEP

*0

singular. In this way the spiritual force of Egyptian religion shows a direct link with Christian
theology.” —Should You Believe in the Trinity?, p. 11 (DP 3)

Siegfried Morenz actually teaches: “...the doctrine of creation through the word ...was one of the
principal elements in the Egyptian cosmogony....Less important, but more readily comprehensible, is
the influence of the Egyptian court chronicle upon the literary form of the Israelites’ chronicle account
of David and Solomon....Isaiah’s famous list of appellations for the Prince of Peace....is probably
derived from the fivefold titulary of the Egyptian king....Other passages can, however, be claimed as
Egyptian in inspiration: for instance, the Egyptian...lists of knowledge, which were the basis of the
proverbs which King Solomon spoke....religious forms of the land of the Nile also had an effect upon
the New Testament and so upon early Christianity....a concept that figures in the New Testament has
been taken to be ultimately of Egyptian origin, Jesus’s parable of Dives and Lazarus....the association
between ship and tongue in the Epistle of St James, which was originally Egyptian. Romans: the
proverbial ‘coals of fire’ which were to be heaped upon one’s enemy - derived from a Late Egyptian
penitential rite....the acclamation... ‘God is One’...is derived from one employed in the service of
Sarapis....and this in turn comes from the early Egyptian theologians’ form ‘One is Amon.” ”
— Egyptian Religion, 1973, pp. 251-254 (DP 6-8)

Do you believe that the “doctrine of creation through the word” was derived from “Egyptian
cosmogony”? Do you believe that Israel’s “chronicle account of David and Solomon” was derived from
the “Egyptian court chronicle”? What about Jesus’ “parable of Dives and Lazarus” and James
“association between ship and tongue” which are identical to religious concepts in Egypt that existed
prior to the writing of these Biblical ideas? Are we to argue that these concepts in the Bible had their
origin in pagan false religion simply because these concepts existed prior to the Scripture’s exposition of
these thoughts? Are we to argue that the Biblical doctrine that “God is One” is “derived” from “the
early Egyptian theologians’ form ‘One is Amon’ ” because it existed in this pagan culture prior to
Moses’ writing of Exodus and Deuteronomy? Then how can one tenably argue that the Trinity doctrine
is derived from paganism simply because similar concepts existed in pagan culture prior to the
formulation of Christian creeds—such as the creed of Athanasius?

Have you ever seen a counterfeit $3.00 bill? Obviously, since no U.S. $3.00 bill exists, one will search in vain
to find a counterfeit $3.00 bill, for it would be easily recognized. Because the purpose of the counterfeit is to
deceive people into substituting the counterfeit for the genuine, counterfeit money is designed to resemble only
authentic bills. This same principle applies to the spiritual realm. Simply because one can find numerous
similarities between Biblical doctrines and pagan religions, this does not prove that such doctrines are derived
from paganism. Rather, on the contrary, such resemblance actually proves the deceitful tactics of Satan in
counterfeiting God’s truth.

3. THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS AND THE TRINITY DOCTRINE:

On page 7 of the Watchtower Should You Believe in the Trinity brochure, the Watchtower misrepresents
what the “Ante-Nicene Fathers” taught concerning the identity of Christ. Their point is that “the
testimony of Bible and of history makes clear that the Trinity was unknown through Biblical times and
for several centuries thereafter.”—Should You Believe in the Trinity, p. 7 (DP 9)
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e On example of the deception of the Watchtower is what they say about Clemet of Alexandria. They say
that: “Clemet of Alexandria, who died about 215 C.E., called God ‘the uncreated and imperishable and
only true God.” He said that the Son ‘is next to the only omnipotent Father’ but not equal to him.”
— Should You Believe in the Trinity, p. 7 (DP 9)

e But Clement actually taught: “...the Divine Word, He that is truly most manifest Deity, He that is
made equal to the Lord of the universe; because He was His Son, and the Word was in God....I
understand nothing else than the Holy Trinity to be meant; for the third is the Holy Spirit, and the
Son is the second, by whom all things were made according to the will of the Father....There was, then,
a Word importing an unbeginning eternity; as also the Word itself, that is, the Son of God, who being,
by equality of substance, one with the Father, is eternal and uncreate.”—The Ante-Nicene Fathers,
vol. 2, pp. 202, 468, 574 (DP 10-13)

4. THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST: “Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man.”

e At JOB 38:7 angels are called “sons of God” but yet we read at Hebrews 1:5 that no angel is called
God’s “Son”.

e HEBREWS 1:4-6: “So he has become better than the angels, to the extent that he has inherited a
name more excellent than theirs. For example, to which one of the angels did he ever say: ‘You are my
son; I, today, I have become your father....and let all God’s angels do obeisance to him.”!

o NOTE: The Greek word mpockuvew, proskuneo, translated “obeisance” in the New World
Translation of this passage means “worship” that belongs only to God. (See Acts 10:25-26 in the
NWT.)

X/

% If angels are called “sons of God” and Jesus is another “son of God” like all the other angles, why would
the writer of Hebrews say “to which of the angels did he ever say: ‘You are my Son’”? Why would he
ask such a question when all angels are called “sons”? Could it be that he is indicating that Jesus’
relationship to the Father as “Son” is different than the relationship angels have as “sons of God”?

o At John 6:62 Jesus is called the “Son of Man™? Was Jesus born of a “man™? Is God a Man??
« In what way is Jesus’ relationship to the Father as His “Son” different from the angels?

e JOHN 19:7: “The Jews answered him: ‘We have a law, and according to the law he ought to die,
because he made himself God’s son.”

K/
L X4

What “Law” did the Jews understand Jesus to break by his claim to be the “Son of God”? Note the
cross-reference in the NWT to Leviticus 24:16: “So the abuser of Jehovah’s name should be put to
death without fail....”

K/
L X4

Why was Jesus’ claim to be the “Son of God” considered blasphemy?
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The Jewish people in Jesus’ day understood the term “son of...” to mean “of the order or nature of...”
Therefore, when Jesus claimed to be the “Son of God,” the Jews understood Him to be claiming to be “of
the order or nature of God.” Note the following passages:

e 1 KINGS 20:35: “Sons of the prophets” means “of the order of the prophets.”
NEHEMIAH 12:28: “Sons of the singers” means “of the order of the singers.”
EPHESIANS 2:2: “Sons of disobedience” means “having a disobedient nature.”
JOHN 6:62: “Son of Man” means “of the order and nature of Man.”

JOHN 5:18: “Son of God” means “of the order and nature of God.”

“For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was
breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with
God.”—John 5:18

5. THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST: “The Son is of the Father alone: not made, nor created, but
begotten....”

e JOHN 1:18: “No man has seen God at any time; the only-begotten god who is in the bosom [position]
with the Father is the one that has explained him.”

“It was thought that the term came from povog (monos), meaning ‘only’ and yevvow (gennao),
meaning ‘begotten.” However, further research has determined that the term is derived not from
vevva.m but from yevog (genos), meaning ‘kind’ or ‘type.” Hence the better translation, ‘unique’ or
‘one of a kind.” ” —The King James Only Controversy, p. 259 (DP 14)

X/

% The Greek word (yeyevvnka, gegennaka) for “become your father” at Hebrews 1:5 is often translated
“begotten.” If “begotten” means that Jesus was “created” (as the Watchtower claims), why does the
writer of Hebrews indicate that Jesus is the only “Son of God” who was “begotten”? Doesn’t this prove
that “begotten” cannot refer to a so-called creation event, but rather to Jesus “uniqueness” as the only
“Son of God” by nature and the one who became the “Son of Man” at the incarnation (coming to earth)
event that took place in Mary’s womb?

But some may ask, “How can Jesus be God if John 1:18 says that ‘No man has seen God at any time...’
Since no man has seen God and Jesus was seen by many men, doesn’t this prove He can’t be God?”
Those who assert such argument forget the fact that it was said of Jesus at Colossians 1:15: “...He is the
image of the invisible God....” The reason no man has seen God the Father is because He is “invisible”
and “...dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see.” (1 Timothy 6:16). This is
why when Philip asked Jesus “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus replied, “Have I
been so long with you, and yet have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father; how do you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:8-9) Since no one can see the Father, Jesus
(the only begotten God = one and only unique God) “has explained Him” or made Him manifest. Thus,
we see that the Jehovah who appeared to Isaiah is indeed Jesus Himself!

o ISAIAH 6:1, 5: “In the year that King Uzziah died I, however, got to see Jehovah.... “‘Woe to

me!...for my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of armies, himself!”
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o JOHN 12:35, 37-38, 41-42: “Jesus therefore said to them: The light will be among you a little
while longer...they were not putting faith in him, so that the word of Isaiah the prophet was
fulfilled....Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory, and he spoke about him. All the
same, many even of the rulers actually put faith in him....”

NOTE: The footnote reference "e" in the margin of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 1984
edition of the New World Translation Bible for John 12:37 references this passage
back to Isaiah 6:1. Again confirming that Jesus is the Jehovah referred to in that
passage. (DP 15)

WHO IS JEHOVAH? No man has ever seen God (John 1:18). God is not a man (Hosea 11:9), but He is
“spirit” (John 4:24). Who is this Jehovah who appears as a “man,” has “hands” and “feet,” “eats” food and
speaks to men visibly and “face-to-face”? He is the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ!

e GENESIS 32:24, 28-30: “Finally Jacob was left by himself. Then a man began to grapple with him
until the dawn ascended....for you have contended with God.... ‘I have seen God face to face and yet
my soul was delivered.”

e GENESIS 18:1-5, 8, 33; 19:1: “Afterward Jehovah appeared to him....When he raised his eyes, then
he looked and there three men were standing....then he said: ‘Jehovah, if, now I have found favor in
your eyes, please do not pass by your servant.... Let a little water be taken, please, and you must have
your feet washed. And let me get a piece of bread, and refresh your hearts.... Then he himself kept
standing by them under the tree as they were eating....Then Jehovah went his way....Now the two
angels arrived at Sodom by evening....”

e GENESIS 16:13: “Then she began to call the name of Jehovah, who was speaking to her: You are a
God of sight, for she said: ‘Have I here actually looked upon him who sees me?”

e ZECHARIAH 14:3-5: “And Jehovah will certainly go forth and war against those nations....And his
feet will actually stand in that day upon the mountain of the olive trees....Jehovah my God will
certainly come, all the holy ones being with him.”

e ZECHARIAH 11:13: “At that, Jehovah said to me: ‘Throw it to the treasury—the majestic value with
which I have been valued from their standpoint. Accordingly I took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw it into the treasury at the house of Jehovah.”

COLOSSIANS 1:15: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”

s “FIRST BORN” = SUPREMACY OF POSITION:
e PSALM 89:27: David who was the last born son of Jesse (1 Samuel 16:11) is called “first-born.”
e JEREMIAH 31:9: Ephraim, who was born after Manasseh (Genesis 41:51-52), is called “first-
born.”

e EXODUS 4:22: Israel is called God’s “first-born” son.
e JOB 18:13: An illness is called “the first-born of death.”
e COLOSSIANS 1:18: Jesus is called “the firstborn from the dead.”
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s If “firstborn” means first-created, why did the apostle Paul use the term prototokos which means

“firstborn” or “preeminent one,” rather than the

term protoktistos which means “first-created”? (DP 16)

The whole context of Colossians chapter one is speaking about the supremacy of Christ as being the Creator
rather than being of the creation. It is in this sense that Christ is called the “firstborn™ or preeminent one of
creation. Indeed, “...He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; so that he might become the one who is
first in all things; because [God] saw good for all fullness to dwell in him.” —Colossians 1:18-19

COLOSSIANS 2:9: “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.”—~New American Standard

Bible

JEHOVAH GOD

JESUS CHRIST

ISAIAH 44:24: “This is what Jehovah has said, your
Repurchaser and the Former of you from the belly: ‘I,
Jehovah, am doing everything, stretching out the
heavens by myself, laying out the earth. Who was
with me?’ ”

JOHN 1:3: “All things came into existence through
him, and apart from him not even one thing came
into existence.”

% NOTE: At Romans 11:36 and Hebrews 2:10 all things are said to be created “through” the Father.

Since it is untenable to argue that the Father is

not the Supreme Creator because all things were created

“through” Him, it is untenable to argue that Jesus is not the Supreme Creator simply because all things

were created “through” Him.

THINGS THAT “CAME INTO BEING” (WERE
CREATED) THROUGH CHRIST:

THINGS THAT NEVER “CAME INTO BEING”
BECAUSE THEY HAVE ALWAYS EXISTED:

All CREATION: UNIVERSE

e Time: Past, Present, Future

Space: Length, Width, Height

Matter: Energy, Movement, Phenomenon

THE TRIUNE GOD:

THE FATHER: Psalm 90:2

THE SON: John 8:58; Isaiah 9:6; Heb. 7:3
THE HOLY SPIRIT: Hebrews 9:14

Eternal Father....”

ISAIAH 9:6: “For there has been a child born to us...and his name will be called...Mighty God,

Since Jesus is not the same person as the Father, in what way is Jesus called the “Eternal Father”? Some

Hebrew translations of the passage have rendered this phrase as “Father of eternity.” Since Jesus has
“no beginning of days” (Heb 7:3), He is indeed the “Father of eternity” as the One who possesses

eternity.

PROVERBS 8:22-23: “Jehovah himself produced me as the beginning of his way, the earliest of his

achievements of long ago. From time indefinite I was installed, from the start, from times earlier than

the earth.”

*0

If wisdom had to be created (was “produced”)
until He created it?*
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are we to conclude that Jehovah God had NO wisdom
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It is obvious that God wouldn’t be God if there was a time when He was without wisdom. Therefore, we must
recognize that wisdom is just as eternal as God is. In fact, the same Hebrew word translated “everlasting” or
“time indefinite” (owlam) which is used to express God’s eternal nature at Psalm 90:2 is used to express the
eternal nature of wisdom at Proverbs 8:23. Thus, if Jesus is “wisdom” personified, then Jesus must be as
“eternal” as Jehovah God is!

According to Hebrews 7:3, Melchizedek, who was a picture of Christ, had “neither beginning of days nor end
of life...like the Son of God.” Indeed, our eternal High/Priest Mediator, Jesus Christ, has no “beginning of
days,” for nothing that was created came into being “apart from Him.” (John 1:3)

e REVELATION 3:14: “And to the angel of the congregation in Laodicea write: These are the things
that the Amen says, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation by God.....”

“ ‘Beginning’ [Greek, arkhe’] cannot rightly be interpreted to mean that Jesus was the ‘beginner’ of God’s
creation. In his Bible writings, John uses various forms for the Greek word ar-khe’ more than 20 times, and
these always have the common meaning of ‘beginning.” Yes, Jesus was created by God as the beginning of
God’s invisible creations.”—Should You Believe in the Trinity?, p. 14

% The Society says that John’s use of the word “beginning” “always” has the meaning of “beginning.”
But at Revelation 21:6 and 22:13, John quotes God Almighty as stating that He is “the beginning and
the end.”> Why is Jehovah God called the “beginning”?

X/
°

Since this passage teaches that Jehovah God is the “beginning,” does this mean that Jehovah God had a
“beginning”? Obviously, Not! So, what is Jehovah God the “beginning” of? Isn’t it obvious that He is
the “beginning” of the whole created universe? Since Jehovah is the “beginning” of His creation, does
this prove that Jehovah Himself had a “beginning”?

< If Jehovah God is called the “beginning” of the created universe and He is not regarded as being part of
what He began (Rev. 21:6), why can’t Jesus be called the “beginning” of creation and He not be
regarded as being part of the creation which He began? If the Greek word “arche” is used to indicate
Jehovah’s power and authority as the originator or “beginner” of creation, is it tenable to argue that
arche cannot be applied to Christ to indicate His power and authority as the “beginner” of creation?

Contrary to the Society’s claims, the Greek word arche (apym) is used to denote not only someone who is an
originator, but also someone who is a ruler or magistrate. In fact, it is from this Greek word that our English
words “architect” and “archbishop” are derived. Notice how arche is translated in the following passages found
in the King James Version of the Bible:

ARCHE = RULER OR MAGISTRATE:

LUKE 12:11: “And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unfo magistrates, and powers....”
LUKE 20:20: “...so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor.”

1 CORINTHIANS 15:24: “...when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.”
COLOSSIANS 2:10: “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and
power....”
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As far as arche being used to refer to the originator of something, notice how archegos (apymyog) a derivative
of arche is translated in the following passages found in the New American Standard Bible:

ARCHE = ORIGINATOR:

e ACTS 3:15: “but put to death the Prince of life....”
e HEBREWS 2:10: “...to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”
e HEBREWS 12:2: “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith....”

As is evident by the way arche is translated in these passages, the Society’s assertion that arche cannot be
applied to Christ as the “‘beginner’ of God’s creation” is entirely without merit. At Revelation 3:14, Scripture
is actually teaching that Jesus Christ is the Architect and Ruler of creation, for all creation began with Christ.

6. THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST: “Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead: and inferior to the
Father, as touching his Manhood.”

e JOHN 14:28: “The Father is greater than I”

®,

¢ At John 14:12, Christians are said to do “greater” works than Jesus. Does this mean that our works
are “better” than Jesus’ works?

% An “elder” is in a “greater” position than a “ministerial servant,” does this mean that the “elder” has
a “better” human nature?

We can see how “as touching his Manhood”, Jesus is “inferior to the Father” as the Father was in a “greater”
position (being in Heaven) than Jesus was here on earth. But this does not prove that Jesus was an “inferior”
God simply because the Father is in a “greater” position of authority while Jesus was here on earth.

e 1 CORINTHIANS 15:28: “....the Son himself will also subject himself to the One who subjected all
things to him, that God may be all things to everyone.”

0,

*» At LUKE 2:51, we read that Jesus “continued in subjection” to Mary and Joseph. Does this mean
that He was inferior to them?

% 1 CORINTHIANS 11:3 states that just as God the Father is the “head” of Christ, the “head of a
woman is the man.” Does this mean that the woman is “inferior” to the man because she operates
under the authority of her husband?

Just as submission in a marriage relationship brings unity and harmony into the marriage, so there is a
functional subordination that exists between the Father and the Son. But this subordination does not prove that
Jesus is any less God in His nature than the Father is God.

e JOHN 20:17: “...I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to my God and your God.”
% Why was Jesus always so careful to distinguish His relationship with the Father from the
relationship that His followers have with the Father? Why did He say, “I go to My Father and your
18
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Father” instead of saying, “I go to our Father”? Jesus is God’s Son by nature, whereas we are

God’s sons by adoption (John 1:12).

As the Son of God, Jesus possesses the same nature as God (John 5:18, 19:7), but in the incarnation, Jesus took
on the nature of man and thus became the “Son of Man” (John 6:64). While in His Divine nature, Jesus still
possesses the power and authority of God, it is in his human nature that Jesus refers to the Father as His

God.

e MARK 13:32: “Concerning that day or hour nobody knows...nor the Son, but the Father”

From the vantage point of His humanity, Jesus did not “know” certain things, but from the vantage point of His

Deity, Jesus knows “all things” (John 16:30).

JEHOVAH GOD

JESUS CHRIST

1 KINGS 8:39: “then may you yourself hear from the
heavens, your established place of dwelling, and you
must forgive and act and give to each one according to
all his ways, because you know his heart (for you
yourself alone well know the heart of all the sons of
mankind.”

JOHN 2:24-25: “But Jesus himself was not entrusting
himself to them because of his knowing them all and
because he was in no need to have anyone bear
witness about man, for he himself knew what was in

2

man.

29

you.

JOHN 16:30: “Now we know that you know all things....”

JOHN 18:4: “Jesus therefore, knowing all the things coming upon Him, went forth....”

MATTHEW 9:4: “And Jesus, knowing their thoughts said....”

JOHN 21:17: “...So he said to him, ‘Lord, you know all things; you are aware that I have affection for

JEHOVAH GOD

JESUS CHRIST

JEREMIAH 17:9-10: “The heart is more
treacherous than anything else and is desperate. Who
can know it? I, Jehovah, am searching the heart,
examining the kidneys, even to give to each one
according to his ways, according to the fruitage of his
dealings.”

REVELATION 2:18, 23: “...the Son of God says...
‘So that all the congregations will know that I am he
who searches the kidneys and hearts, and I will
give to you individually according to your deeds.’ ”

7. JESUS RECEIVES WORSHIP ALONG WITH THE FATHER:

e REVELATION 5:8-9, 11-14: “And when he took the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC

four elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a harp and golden bowls that were full of
incense, and the [incense] means the prayers of the holy ones. And they sing a new song, saying: ‘You
are worthy....” And I heard a voice of many angels....and the elders...saying with a loud voice: ‘The
Lamb that was slaughtered is worthy to receive the power and riches and wisdom and strength and
honor and glory and blessing. And every creature that is in heaven and on earth and underneath the
earth and on the sea, and all the things in them, I heard saying: ‘To the One sitting on the throne and to
the Lamb be the blessing and the honor and the glory and the might forever and ever.” And the four
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living creatures when saying: ‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and worshiped.”—New World
Translation

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD: JOHN 14:14
“If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”

KINGDOM INTERLINEAR TRANSLATION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION

JOHN 14:14: “If ever anything you should ask me in | JOHN 14:14: “If You ask anything in my name, |
the name of me this I shall do.” will do it.”

*» NOTE: The Society’s New World Translation leaves out the “me” in “ask Me” in this verse because
Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe that Jesus should receive worship by prayer. Not only does Jesus
encourage His followers to pray directly to Him, but Jesus also is the one who answers the prayers!®

e ACTS 7:59: “And they went on casting stones at Stephen as he made appeal and said: ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ”

% NOTE: Stephen made his prayer (appeal) to Jesus AFTER his vision of Jesus at verses 54-55.
Immediately after Stephen’s vision of Jesus, the Jews “rushed upon him” and “after throwing him
outside the city, they began casting stones at him.” (vs 57-58) Thus, Stephen DID NOT PRAY TO
JESUS DURING HIS VISION but afterward just before his death.

e 2 CORINTHIANS 12:8-9: “In this behalf I three times entreated the Lord that it might depart from
me; and yet he really said to me: My undeserved kindness is sufficient for you; for [my] power is
being made perfect in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, will I boast as respects my weakness, that the
power of Christ may like a tent remain over me.”

*

¢ Here we see that Paul prays to Jesus “three times” and Jesus is the one answering the prayer. Thus,
Paul realizes that it is Jesus’ “power” that is his strength.

e MATTHEW 4:10: “Then Jesus said to him:... ‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and ti is to
him alone you must render sacred service.” ”

% Since Jehovah God is the ONLY one we are to worship, doesn’t the fact that Jesus is “worshipped”
along with the Father and receives and answers prayers, prove that Jesus is God Almighty?

JOHN 5:23: “in order that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He that does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.”

8. JESUS PLACES HIS NAME ON GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT:

R/

¢ Are there two “Holy Spirits”? Is the Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit or Jesus’ Spirit?

e ACTS 16:6-7: “Moreover, they went through Phrygia and the country of Galatia, because they were
forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the [district of] Asia. Further, when getting down to
Mysia they made efforts to go into Bithynia, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them.”
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e ROMANS 8:9: “However, you are in harmony, not with the flesh, but with the spirit, if God’s spirit
truly dwells in you. But if anyone does not have Christ’s spirit, this one does not belong to him.”

9. JESUS POSSESSES THE AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS:
¢ Since only God has the authority to forgive sins, who is Jesus revealing Himself to be?

e MARK 2:5-9, 10: “And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic: ‘Child, your sins are
forgiven.” Now there were some of the scribes there...reasoning in their hearts: °...He is blaspheming.
Who can forgive sins except one, God?’ but Jesus having discerning immediately by his spirit that
they were reasoning this way in themselves, said to them: ‘Why are you reasoning these things in your
hearts?....But in order for you men to know that the Son of man has authority to forgive sins...he said
to the paralytic: “I say to you, Get up, pick up your cot, and go to your home.” > ”

10. JESUS POSSESSES THE AUTHORITY TO GIVE ETERNAL LIFE:
% Have you “come to Jesus” by asking Him to give you eternal life?

e JOHN 10:28: “And I give them eternal life, and they will be not means ever be destroyed, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand.”

e JOHN 5:39-40: “You are searching the Scriptures, because you think that by means of them you will
have everlasting life; and these are the very ones that bear witness about me. And yet you do not want to
come to me that you may have life.”

11. JESUS IS THE GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR:

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD: TITUS 2:13
“looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;”

KINGDOM INTERLINEAR TRANSLATION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION
TITUS 2:13:  “awaiting the happy hope and | TITUS 2:13: “while we wait for the happy hope and
manifestation of the glory of... glorious manifestation of the great God and of
TOVL LeyoAoL BgoL KOl GOTNPOG UMV Savior of us of Christ Jesus,”
xprotov Incov”

GRANVILLE SHARP’S GREEK GRAMMAR RULE:
In the case where TWO NOUNS which are DESCRIBING A PERSON are CONNECTED by the word
“AND,” and the FIRST NOUN HAS THE ARTICLE (“the”) while the SECOND NOUN DOES NOT,
BOTH NOUNS ARE REFERRING TO THE SAME PERSON. Sharp’s rule is valid only for singular
nouns—not plural nouns, and it is not intended to be applied to proper names.

ISATAH 43:11; 45:21: “I—I am Jehovah, and beside me there is no savior...Is it not I, Jehovah, besides
whom there is not other God, a righteous God and a Savior, there being none excepting me?”—~New World
Translation
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JESUS CHRIST JEHOVAH GOD

1 PETER 3:14b-15a: “...However, the object of their | ISAIAH 8:12-13: “...A conspiracy! and the object of
fear do not you fear, neither become agitated. But | their fear you men must not fear, nor must you tremble
sanctify the Christ as Lord [xvpiov] in your | at it. Jehovah of armies—he is the One whom you
hearts....” should treat as holy.”

12. JESUS IS THE ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH:

REVELATION 1:7-8: “Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and those who
pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in grief because of him. Yes, Amen. ‘I am the
Al’pha and the O-me’ga,’ says Jehovah God, ‘the One who is and who was and who is coming, the
Almighty.” ”—New World Translation

REVELATION 22: 12-13: “ ‘Look! I am coming quickly, and the reward I give is with me, to render to each
one as his work is. I am the AI’pha and the O-me’ga, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” ”
—New World Translation

REVELATION 22:20: “He that bears witness of these things says, ‘Yes; I am coming quickly.” ‘Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus.” "—New World Translation

ISAIAH 44:6; 48:12: “This is what Jehovah has said, the King of Israel and the Repurchaser of him,
Jehovah of armies, ‘I am the first and I am the last, and beside me there is no God.” ‘...Listen to me, O Jacob,
and you Israel my called one. I am the same One. I am the first. Moreover, I am the last.” ”—New World
Translation

REVELATION 1:17-18; 2:8: “And when I saw him, I fell as dead at his feet. And he laid his right hand upon
me and said: ‘Do not be fearful. I am the First and the Last, and the living one, and I became dead, but, look!
I am living forever and ever’....These are the things that he says, ‘the First and the Last,” who became dead and
came to life [again]"—New World Translation

1. REVELATION 1:7-8:
e Jesus is coming.
e Jehovah God, the “Alpha and Omega,” is coming.
e There are not two beings, but only “one...who is coming.”

2. REVELATION 22:12-13, 20:
e The “Alpha and Omega” is coming “quickly.”
e The “Alpha and Omega” is “the first and the last,” the “beginning and the end.”
e He who is coming “quickly” is the “Lord Jesus.”

3. ISAIAH 44:6: 48:12:
e Jehovah is the “first” and the “last.”

4. REVELATION 1:17-18; 2:8:
e The “First and the Last” is Jesus “who became dead and came to life [again].”
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WHO IS JESUS?
Numerous titles and attributes of Jehovah found in the Hebrew Scriptures are applied directly to Jesus
in the Christian Greek Scriptures.’

Jehovah knows “all things.” (1 John 3:20;
Psalm 147:5) Jesus knows “all things.” (John
16:30)

Jehovah is the only one who knows the hearts
of all men. (1 Kings 8:39; Jeremiah 17:9-10)
Jesus knows the hearts of all men. (John 2:24-
25; Rev. 2:18, 23)

Jehovabh is our sanctifier. (Exodus 31:13) Jesus
sanctifies us. (Hebrews 10:10)

Jehovah is our peace. (Judges 6:23) Jesus is our
peace. (Ephesians 2:14)

Jehovah is our righteousness. (Jeremiah 23:6)
Jesus is our righteousness. (1 Corinthians 1:30)
Jehovah is our healer. (Exodus 15:26) Jesus
heals us. (Acts 9:34)

Jehovah God dwells in us. (2 Corinthians 6:16)
Jesus is in us. (Romans 8:10)*

Jehovah is the giver of life who will not allow
His people to be “snatched” out of His hand.
(Deuteronomy 32:39) Jesus is the giver of life
who will not allow His people to be “snatched”
out of His hand. (John 10:28)

Jehovah’s voice is “like the roar of rushing
waters.” (Ezekiel 43:2) Jesus’ “voice was like
the sound of rushing waters.” (Revelation 1:15)
Jehovah is present everywhere. (Proverbs 15:3;
Jeremiah 23:24; 1 Kings 8:27)  Jesus is
omnipresent. (John 1:48; Matthew 18:20; 28:20)
Jehovah’s nature does not change. (Malachi
3:6) Jesus’ nature does not change. (Hebrews
13:8)

Jehovah is the only God we are to “serve.” (2
Kings 17:35) Jesus is to be served. (Col. 3:24)
Jehovah is the only God to be “worshipped.”
(Exodus 34:14) Jesus receives the same honor
and “worship” that the Father receives. (John
5:23; Revelation 5:11-14 compare with Rev.
4:10-11)°  No angel can receive “worship.”
(Revelation 22:8-9)

Jehovah the Lord is to be set apart as holy.
(Isaiah 8:12b-13) Jesus as Jehovah is to be set
apart as holy. (1 Peter 3:14b-15a)

Jehovah’s glory is not to be given to another.
(Isaiah 42:8) Jesus shares Jehovah’s glory.
(John. 17:5)

God’s name is Jehovah (or Yahweh—YHWH).
(Isaiah 42:8) Jesus has Jehovah’s name. (John
17:11; John 16:14-15)

Jehovah is the only God to be mentioned in
prayer. (Exodus 23:13) Christians are to pray
to Jesus. (John 14:14)

Calling upon Jehovah (Joel 2:32) is the same
as calling upon Jesus. (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:9-
13) 10

Jehovah “the true God” is called “eternal life.”
(1 John 5:20) Jesus is called “the eternal life.”
(1 John 1:2)

Jehovah is the “mighty God.” (Jeremiah 32:17-
18; Isaiah 10:20-21) Jesus is the “mighty God”
(Isaiah 9:6) who is “Almighty.” (Revelation 1:7-
8) THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD. (1 Timothy
1:17; Isaiah 44:8)

Jehovah is an “everlasting light.” (Psalm 27:1;
Isaiah 60:19-20) Jesus is the light of men and
the everlasting light of the future city. (John 1:4-
9; Revelation 21:23)

Jehovah is “the first and the last.” (Isaiah 44:6;
48:12) Jesus is the “first and the last.”
(Revelation 1:17-18; 22:12-13, 20)

Jehovah is the “Alpha and the Omega.”
(Revelation 1:8; Revelation 21:6-7) Jesus is the
“Alpha and the Omega.” (Revelation 22:12-13,
20)

Jehovah'’s title is “the Holy One.” (Isaiah 47:4)
Jesus is “the Holy One.” (Acts 3:14; John 6:69)
Jehovah is the “stumbling stone” of Israel.
(Isaiah 8:13-15) Jesus is the “stumbling stone”
of Israel. (1 Peter 2:6-8)

John the Baptist was to prepare the way for
Jehovah. (Isaiah 40:3) The Jehovah who came
was Jesus. (Mark 1:1-4; John 1:6-7, 23)
Jehovah is the one who was “pierced.”
(Zechariah 12:10)!'  Jesus is the pierced
Jehovah. (Rev. 1:7-8)
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The Jehovah who was sold for 30 pieces of
silver (Zechariah 11:13) is Jesus. (Matthew
27:2-6)

Jehovah is Lord of the elements. (Psalm 89:8-
9) Jesus is Lord of the elements. (Matthew 8:26-
27; John 2:7-9)

Jehovah is the great Judge who gives life to
whom he wishes and who renders to each man
“according” to his “deeds.” (Psalm 98:9;
Deuteronomy 32:39; Jeremiah 17:9-10) Jesus is
the only judge who gives life to whom he
wishes and renders to each man “according” to
his “deeds.” (John 5:21-22; Revelation 2:18, 23)
Jehovah is the only one who can forgive sins.
(Mark 2:7; Daniel 9:9) Jesus forgives sins.

Revelation 7:17) THERE IS ONLY ONE
SHEPHERD —John 10:16.

Jehovah is “Lord of Lords.” (Deuteronomy
10:17) Jesus is “Lord of Lords.” (Revelation
17:14; 19:16) The Father is Lord of all.
(Matthew 11:25; Acts 17:24) Jesus is “Lord of
all.” (Acts 10:36) THERE IS ONLY ONE
LORD. (Jude 4)

Jehovah is the Savior. (Isaiah 45:21-22) Jesus
is the Savior. (Titus 2:13; 2 Peter 1:1) THERE
IS ONLY ONE SAVIOR. (Isaiah 43:11)
Jehovah created the universe. (Psalm 102:25-
27) Jesus created the universe. (John 1:3;
Colossians  1:15-19;'>  Hebrews 1:10-12)"
THERE IS ONLY ONE CREATOR. (Isaiah

(Mark 2:10-11; Luke 24:46-47) 44:24)

e Jehovah is the great “shepherd” who leads his e Isaiah saw Jehovah. (Isaiah 6:1-5) The
people to “the spring of the water of life.” Jehovah that Isaiah saw was Jesus. (John 12:41)
(Psalm 23:1-2; Revelation 21:6-7) Jesus as the
“shepherd” of His people, leads them “to
springs of the water of life.” (John 10:11-18;

@,

« Could it be that Jehovah gave Jesus all these qualities, and therefore, Jesus is a “lesser God” under Jehovah?
No! For Jehovah declares: “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like
Me.”—Isaiah 46:9

! Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the Watchtower’s New World Translation (NWT)

2 Jesus was not begotten by a man. God is not a Man (Hosea 11:9), and Mary was a “virgin” (Matthew 1:23-25). Therefore, Jesus is called the “Son
of Man” in the sense that He has the nature of Man.

3 The New American Translation better translates these passages as it states that God “possessed” wisdom, rather than “produced” wisdom. These
passages reveal how God brought forth wisdom to take part in His creation.

4 Melchizedek king of Salem was a high priest of God to whom Abraham bestowed his tithe (Genesis 14:18-20). Melchizedek’s name means
“Righteous King” Priest of Salem (Peace). Thus, he is one of the people in the Old Testament that God used to be a picture of Christ to the Israelites.
Just like Jesus Christ as God has always existed, so Melchizedek was “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning
of days, nor end of life” in the sense that this information was not recorded in Scripture so that Melchizedek would better represent the eternal
nature of Jesus Christ our High Priest/Mediator.

5 At Revelation 1:8, Almighty God is revealed to be the “Alpha and the Omega.” At Revelation 21:6, the “Alpha and the Omega” states that He is
the “beginning and the end.” Thus, it is Almighty God who is speaking here at Revelation 21:6 and 22:13.

6 Note there is a textual variance in the manuscripts of this passage. Some manuscripts do not have the “me” in this passage (like the KJV and NKJV
bibles), however the oldest and best Greek manuscripts that we have available today (including Papyrus 66 — the oldest manuscript of the book of
John at about 125C.E. and the Society’s manuscript of the Westcott and Hort manuscripts—Codex Siniaticus and Vaticanus) contain the “me.”

7 The following list of verses was prepared from the New American Standard Bible but most of the verses parallel the same in the NWT.

8 Every place where Jesus is said to dwell “in” someone, the Watchtower Society’s New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures mistranslates it to
read “Christ is in union with you.” However, note that the correct translation of “in you” can be found in Romans 8:10 of the Society’s
Greek/English Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures.

° Also compare Isaiah 45:23 with Philippians 2:10-11.

19 The New World Translation inserts the word “Jehovah” for “Lord” 237 times into their Christian Scriptures without the support of a single Greek
manuscript of the Christian Scriptures. This is the case with Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13. Note, however, the correct translation of “Lord” can be
found in the Society’s Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures.

1 'While the best Hebrew manuscripts available render Zechariah 12:10 as, “look upon Me whom they have pierced,” the New World Translation
mistranslates it to read, “look to the One whom they have pierced.”

12 In this passage of Colossians, the New World Translation, adds the word “other” four times against all Greek manuscripts available. Note the
correct translation of this passage can be found in the Society’s Kingdom Interlinear Translation.

13 Paul quotes Psalm 102:25-27 which speaks of Jehovah and applies this passage directly to Christ in Hebrews 1:10-12
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN RELIGIONS: RELIGIOUS CREEDS, 1st Edition

THE NICENE CREED (continued)

process, a variety of creeds were developed. The most
important, because of its gaining almost universal accep-
tance among the major Christian groupings, was the Nicene
Creed. It was first promulgated by the Council of Nicea in
325 C.E. and later expanded by the Council at Constantino-
ple in 381. It became the standard creed of both the Eastern
and Western Churches during the early middle ages and is
integral to their liturgies. The creed is considered the unitive
statement of faith by the organizationally separate Eastern
Orthodox bodies. Like the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene
Creed is formally recognized as a doctrinal standard by
some Protestant bodies and informally recognized by most
others. For example, it is printed as an optional confession
of faith to be used in worship services in both the Hymnal
and the Book of Worship of the United Methodist Church.

There is only one major variation in the text of the Nicene
Creed. A theological difference between the Eastern and
Western Churches at the time of the Great Schism of 1054
underlies the Roman Catholic Church’s addition of the so-
called ‘filioque clause,” which affirmed that, within the
mystery of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit proceeded from
both the Father and the Son, not just the Father. Generally,
churches deriving from the Roman Catholic Church have
kept the clause in their reprinting of the creed. During the
nineteenth century, the filioque (i.e., Latin for “and the
Son") clause became a major item of discussion for the Old
Catholics.

* * *

THE CHALCEDONIAN FORMULA

Following the holy fathers, we all unanimously teach
that one and same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, is to be
confessed:

Perfect in Deity and perfect in Humanity,

Truly God and truly Man,

Of a rational soul and body,

Consubstantial with the Father according to his Deity,

Consubstantial with us according to his Humanity,

Like us in all respects, apart from sin;

Before the ages begotten of the Father according to his
Deity,

And in these last days for us and for our salvation was
born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
[ Theotokos] according to his Humanity,

One and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only-begotten,

To be acknowledged in Two Natures
without confusion or change
without division or separation;

The difference of the Natures being by no means removed
by the union,

but rather the property of each Nature being preserved
and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence,

Not parted or divided into two Persons,

but one and the same Son and Only-begotten, God the
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ;

According as at first the prophets, then the Lord Jesus
Christ himself, taught us concerning him,

And as the Creed of the fathers has handed down to us.

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN
vol. 1, J.Gor8on Melton, Editer
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RELIGIONS! RELIGIOous CREEDS, First Edition

Notes: Largely confined to theological textbooks today, the
Chalcedonian Formula promulgated in 451 C.E. represents
the culmination of the major controversies that occupied the
Christian Church leaders during the early centuries. It
defined the orthodox solution to the problems of the Trinity,
the dual nature of Jesus Christ, and the role of the Holy
Spirit. The importance of its determinative theological role
cannot be underestimated, though its popularity for liturgi-
cal use has never approached that of the Nicene Creed.

Because the Chalcedonian Formula has not been utilized as
a liturgical confession and the Greek words used in it
continue to provoke theological discussions, no standard
accepted English text exists, such as exist for the Apostles’
and the Nicene Creeds. The formula's several translations
vary from extremely literal to free flowing and interpretive.
The text presented here tends toward the literal. Notice
should be taken of the formula’s affirmation of Mary as
“theotokos” [mother of God], an implication of Jesus's
divinity that had significant influence on the latter develop-
ment of understanding the Virgin Mary in the life of the
Church.

The Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Chalcedoni-
an Formula were by no means the only creeds of the early
church. They are the ones that continue to have the most
direct effect upon contemporary church bodies by their use
and theological impact.

* * *

THE CREED OF ATHANASIUS (SYMBOLUM
QUICUNQUE)

1.  Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is
necessary that he hold the Catholic [true Christian]
faith,

2. Which Faith except every one do keep whole and
undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlasting-
ly.

3. And the Catholic [true Christian] faith is this: that
we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity;

4.  Neither confounding the Persons; nor dividing the
Substance.

5. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the
Son, and another of the Holy Ghost.

6. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory Equal, the
Majesty Coeternal.

7.  Such as the Father is, such is the Son: and such is the
Holy Ghost.

8.  The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate: and the Holy
Ghost uncreate.

9.  The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehen-
sible and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible.

10. The Father eternal, the Son eternal: and the Holy
Ghost eternal.

11. And yet they are not three Eternals: but one Eternal.

( Gale Rescarch Company, /988)
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18.
19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

As there are not three uncreated, nor three incom-
prehensibles: but one uncreated and one incompre-
hensible.

So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Al-
mighty: and the Holy Ghost Almighty.

And yet they are not three Almighties: but one
Almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God: and the Holy
Ghost is God.

And yet they are not three Gods: but one God.

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord: and the
Holy Ghost Lord.

And yet not three Lords: but one Lord.

For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity:
to acknowledge every Person by himself to be God
and Lord; So are we forbidden by the Catholic
[Christian] Religion: to say, There be three Gods, or
three Lords.

The Father is made of none: neither created nor
begotten.

The Son is of the Father alone: not made, nor
created, but begotten.

The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and of the Son;
neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceed-
ing.

So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son,
not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy
Ghosts.

And in this Trinity none is before, or after other:
none is greater, or less than another;

But the whole three Persons are coeternal together,
and coequal: So that in all things, as is aforesaid: the
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be
worshipped.

He therefore that will be saved must thus think of
the Trinity.

Furthermore, it is necessary to Everlasting Salvation;
that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

For the right Faith is, that we believe and confess:
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God
and Man;

God, of the Substance of the Father begotten before
the worlds: and Man of the Substance of his mother,
born in the world;

Perfect God, and perfect Man: of a reasonable soul
and human flesh subsisting.

vol.1, T. Gordon Melton, Editer
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31. Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead: and
inferior to the Father, as touching his Manhood.

32.  Who aithough he be God and Man: yet he is not two,
but one Christ;

33.  One; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh:
but by taking the Manhood into God;

34.  One altogether; not by confusion of Substance: but
by Unity of Person.

35. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man: so
God and Man is one Christ;

36. Who suffered for our salvation: descended into hell,
rose again the third day from the dead.

37. He ascended into heaven; he sitteth on the right hand
of the Father, God Almighty: from whence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

38. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their
bodies: and shall give account for their own works.

39. And they that have done good shall go into life
everlasting: and they that have done evil into
everlasting fire.

40. This is the Catholic [true Christian] faith: which
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved.

Notes: Although now thought to have been written sometime
between the fourth and eighth centuries, this creed was for
centuries ascribed to Athanasius (299?-373 C.E.), the
Sourth-century bishop who championed what became the
orthodox Christian position on the nature of Christ. Even
though the creed was never officially accepted by a church
council (resulting in a variety of texts with different
renderings, rather than one standard text), it became a
widely accepted church document. Rendered into liturgical
Jorm, it was chanted in both the Roman Catholic Church
and Church of England several times per year.

The creed has lost popularity in the contemporary era,
although it is still accepted and used in the Roman Catholic
Church. The Lutherans included the creed in their doctri-
nal material as part of their broader case for catholic
orthodoxy. The text reproduced here is taken from the
Lutheran Book of Concord. The creed is also found in the
official materials of other churches, such as the Psalter
Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church. The Protestant

- Episcopal Church deleted the creed from its prayer book in
1785.

The words in brackets have been inserted into the text by the
Lutheran translators to explain their understanding of the
word “catholic.” which differs considerably from the
common meaning of Roman Catholic.

oNs: RELIGIous CREEDS, First Edition
(Gale Research Compahy, 193%)
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What Influenced It

ROUGHOUT the ancient world, as far back

as Babylonia, the worship of pagan gods
grouped in threes, or triads, was common. That
influence was also prevalent in Egypt, Greece,
and Rome in the centuries before, during, and
after Christ. And after the death of the apostles,
such pagan beliefs began to invade Christianity.

Historian Will Durant observed: “Christianity
did not destroy paganism; it adopted it. . . . From
Egypt came the ideas of a divine trinity.” And
in the book Egyptian Religion, Siegfried Morenz
notes: “The trinity was a major preoccupation of
Egyptian theologians . . . Three gods are com-
bined and treated as a single being, addressed in
the singular. In this way the spiritual force of
Egyptian religion shows a direct link with Chris-
tian theology.”

Thus, in Alexandria, Egypt, churchmen of the
late third and early fourth centuries, such as
Athanasius, reflected this influence as they for-
mulated ideas that led to the Trinity. Their own
influence spread, so that Morenz considers “Alex-
andrian theology as the intermediary between
the Egyptian religious heritage and Christianity.”

In the preface to Edward Gibbon's History of
Christianity, we read: “If Paganism was con-
quered by Christianity, it is equally true that
Christianity was corrupted by Paganism. The
pure Deism of the first Christians . . . was
changed, by the Church of Rome, into the incom-
prehensible dogma of the trinity. Many of the
pagan tenets, invented by the Egyptians and
idealized by Plato, were retained as being worthy
of belief.”

A Dictionary of Religious Knowledge notes
that many say that the Trinity “is a corruption
borrowed from the heathen religions, and in-
grafted on the Christian faith.” And The Pagan-
ism in Our Christianity declares: “The origin of
the [Trinity]is entirely pagan.”

That is why, in the Encyclopsedia of Religion
and Ethics, James Hastings wrote: “In Indian re-
ligion, e.g., we meet with the trinitarian group of
Brahma, Siva, and Visnu; and in Egyptian reli-
gion with the trinitarian group of Osiris, Isis, and
Horus. .. Noris it only in historical religions that
we find God viewed as a Trinity. One recalls in
particular the Neo-Platonic view of the Supreme
or Ultimate Reality,” which is “triadically repre-

SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN THE TRINITY?

27
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sented.” What does the Greek philosopher Plato
have to do with the Trinity?

Platonism

LATO, it is thought, lived from 428 to 347
before Christ. While he did not teach the
Trinity in its present form, his philosophies paved
the way for it. Later, philosophical movements
that included triadic beliefs sprang up, and these
were influenced by Plato’s ideas of God and na-
ture.

The French Nouveau Dictionnaire Universel
(New Universal Dictionary) says of Plato’s influ-
ence: “The Platonic trinity, itself merely a re-
arrangement of older trinities dating back to ear-
lier peoples, appears to be the rational philosophic
trinity of attributes that gave birth to the three
hypostases or divine persons taught by the Chris-
tian churches. . . . This Greek philosopher’s con-
ception of the divine trinity . . . can be found in all
the ancient [pagan] religions.”

The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Re-
ligious Knowledge shows the influence of this
Greek philosophy: “The doctrines of the Logos
and the Trinity received their shape from Greek
Fathers, who . . . were much influenced, directly
or indirectly, by the Platonic philosophy . . . That
errors and corruptions crept into the Church from
this source can not be denied.”

The Church of the First Three Centuries says:
“The doctrine of the Trinity was of gradual and
comparatively late formation; .. . it had its origin
in a source entirely foreign from that of the Jew-
ish and Christian Scriptures; . . . it grew up, and
was ingrafted on Christianity, through the hands
of the Platonizing Fathers.”

By the end of the third century C.E., “Christian-
ity” and the new Platonic philosophies became
inseparably united. As Adolf Harnack states in
Outlines of the History of Dogma, church doctrine
became “firmly rooted in the soil of Hellenism
[pagan Greek thought]. Thereby it became a mys-
tery to the great majority of Christians.”

The church claimed that its new doctrines
were based on the Bible. But Harnack says: “In
reality it legitimized in its midst the Hellenic
speculation, the superstitious views and cus-
toms of pagan mystery-worship.”

In the book A Statement of Reasons, An-
drews Norton says of the Trinity: “We can

11
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594 CAESAR AND CHRIST (CHAP.XXVII

from their graves, and the drowned will be drawn up out of the seas. On
that dread day all “whose names are not found in the Book of Life” will
be “flung into . . . a burning lake of fire and brimstone.” ® The faithful
will “gather for God’s great banquet, and will eat the bodies of kings, com-
manders, mighty men . . . the bodies of all men, slaves or freemen, high
or low,” # who have not heeded the call of Christ. A new heaven and earth
will be formied, and a2 New Jerusalem will come down from the hand of
God to be a paradise on earth. It will have a foundation of precious stones,
buildings of translucent silver or gold, walls of jasper, and each gate a single
pearl; through it will run a “river of living water,” on whose bank will grow
the “tree of life.” The reign of evil will be ended for all time; the faithful
of Christ will inherit the earth; “there will be no death any longer, nor night,
nor any grief or pain.” #

The influence of the Book of Revelation was immediare, enduring, and
profound. Irs prophecies of salvation for loyal believers, and of punishment
for their enemies, became the sustenance of a persecuted Church. Its theory
of the millennium solaced those who mourned the long delay in the second
coming of Christ. Its vivid images and brilliant phrases entered into both
the popular and the literary speech of Christendom. For nineteen centuries
men have interpreted the events of history as fulfillments of its visions; and
in some recesses of the white man’s world it still gives its dark colors and
bitrer flavor to the creed of Christ.

It seemns incredible that the-Apocalvpsc and the Fourth Gospel should have -
come from the same hand. The Apocalypse is Jewish poetry, the Fourth

Gospel i1s Greek philosophy. Perhaps the apostle wrote Revelation in justifi-

able wrath after Nero’s persecution, and the Gospel in the meilow mera-
physics of his old age (a.n. go?). His memories of the Master may by this
time have faded a bit, so far as one could ever forget Jesus; and doubtless

In the isies and cities of lonia he had heard many an echo of Greek mysticism

and philosophy. Plato had set a theme by picturing the Ideas of God as the

patterns on which all things were formed; the Sroics had combined these
Ideas into the Logos Spermatikos or fertilizing wisdom of God; the Neo-
Pythagoreans had made the Ideas a divine person; and Philo had turned
them into the Logos or Reason of God, a second divine principle, through
which God created, and communicated with, the world. If we reread the
tamous exordium of the Fourth Gospel with all this in mind, and retain the
Togos of the Greek original in place of the translation Word, we perceive

at once that John has joined the philosophers:

In the beginning was the Logos; the Logos was with God, and the
Logos was God. . . . All things were made by the Logos; without

The Story of Civilization: Part IIT, Cacsar and Chhst
by Will Durant, [9Y4Y, P-f?"f
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THE APOSTLES 595

him nothing was made that was made. It was by him that all thin

came inro existence. . . . So the Logos became flesh and blood, and
dwelc amongst us.. -

Just as Philo, learned in Greek speculation, had felt a need to rephrase
Judaism in forms acceptable to the logic-loving Greeks, so John, having
lived for two generations in a Hellenioge environment, sought to give a
Greek philosophical tinge to the mystic Jewish doctrine that the Wisdom
of God was 2 hiving being,® and to the Christian doctrine that Jesus was
the Messiah, Consciously or not, he continued Paul's work of detaching
Christanity from Judaism. Christ was no longer presented as a Jew, living
more or less under the Jewish Law; he was made to address the Jews as
“you,” and to speak of their Law as “yours”; he was not 2 Messiah sent “to
save the lost sheep of Israel,” he was the coeternal Son of God; not merely
the future judge of mankind, bur the primeval creator of the universe. In

this perspective the Jewish life of the man Jesus could be put into the back.
round, taded almost as in Gnostic her ; and the go TISt was assimilate
to the re xglous an E E

tlosophical traditions of the Hellenistic mind. Now

- the pagan world—even the anti-Semitic world—could accept him as its own,

Chnstianity did not destroy pa nism; 1t adopred it. The Greek mind,
dying, cametoa transmigrated life in the theology and Titurgy of the Church;
the Greek language, having reigned for cerituries over philosophy, became
the vehicle of Christian literarure and ritual; the Greek mysteries passed
down into the impressive mystery of the Mass. Other pagan cultures con-
tributed to the syncretist result. From Egypt came the ideas of a divine
trinity, the Last Judgment, and 2 personal immortality of reward and pun-
ishment; from Egypt the adoration of the Mother and Child, and the mystic
theosophy that made Neoplatonism and Gnosticism, and obscured the Chris-
:‘.ian creed; there, too, Christian monasticism would find its exemplars and
Its source. From Phrygia came the worship of the Great Mother; from
S){ria the resurrection drama of Adonis; from Thrace, perhaps, the cult of
Dionysus, the dying and saving god. From Persia came millennarianism, the
“ages of the world,” the “final conflagration,” the dualism of Satan and God,

‘of Darkness and Light; already in the Fourth Gospel Christ is the “Light

shining in the darkness, and the darkness has never putitout.” # The Mithraic
nitual so closely resembled the eucharistic sacrifice of the Mass that Christan
fafhers charged the Devil with inventing these similarities to mislead frail
minds.** Christianity was the last great creation of the ancient pagan world.

T}\( 5*0"}' of Cal'\l;ll‘?,&'i'flohr' Pa.l"fm, Coaesar and Christ
by Will Durant, 944, p- 548
29

PO BOX 50911
www.4witness.org

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949 USA



TALKING TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ABOUT THE DEITY OF CHRIST Photocopy Documentation

DP 6

2440y podbors 49

Jediounrd ay3 jo suo sem (9-t9r *dd 93s) mouy om se yorym ‘piom
3} ySnoJy} UoKIealo Jo SUl1J00P 943 [[eD3I 03 U0 03 ABUI 3m ‘9DUIPIAD
ay jo uoneeidisiur snolodll yons 01 Juidasy] g¢'SUOLEIN[E 10
suon1ppe ‘suotssiwo jsurede 1x93 9y jo Juiprendajes sy :uoidias
[ean3dLIos B jo U120U0D [B13UID 3Y] JO ‘Aem 2A1ODYD Isow A[paniwipe
UE Ul ‘UOTIB[NULIOJ 9Y] 0] P3| 2ABY ABW 31 9J9YJ, '9INIEIA[ WOP
-sim uendA3yg yim 19Y)230) 2unsd[ed 03 ABM SJT PUNOJ 0UUIS

ST 38Y3) PUE g 10Uj0UE Jo 90¥[d oY) UT JUIY) duo jou jnd pue
‘0303913 Junyiou ppe pue ‘Aeme piom ou Sy ], , : Aem Buimojjoy 943 u1
£101s1y uendA3s jo pouad 103e[ B Ul poaladuod sem dojou-yeld jo

UO0I1ONISUT DY} UI 30UAUE © Jey) A3iqissod ay) 01 urede aouo 19§93
Lewr am soepd 382y 9Y) UY IWAWEISI], PIQ Y3 Y1m uidaq sn 3]

. ‘BIALI JO 9oueitod
~wi 9Yy3 Junewnssiano 1o uoldier Jo Aroisiy ay3 ul AJuUBNSHYD)
10 wsiepnf jo ojo1 oy} Sunepardep 1By 31 M SMO|[0] JEYM
ut jeyl red s 2opear 93 uo uoldidsns Aue 0] W00 0U O] darYy
am jey} padoy oq o3 si 3t ojdiounid siyy Suipunodxs uy -sede pue
sojdoad juarsylp uvamiaq ANNUNULD [EOLIOISIY AY) JO YONW Iof
s)unodoe sjiejap- lourw jo uonidope pue uorsstwsuer) 9y ¢ pasids
-9P 2q 01 10U 4B S[IEIIP YINS 393 ‘O|IN 9YI U0 pur| dY) jo SIog
-y3iou padojoaap sso] pue 10unok sy3 4q oprw-Apeal 1940 udyE
219M YOIYM S[IEIRP UIEIIAD JO 1531RW ® ISYIel SI 3] 'paylew AIoA

9q 0} sousnpyu uendA3y ay3 3oedxo Jouues asojla) am (P PIT
“g 1t +dd 23s) pon Aq pefeoas: usoq SABY 0} SIURISYPE JIBYL

£q powoap ‘suoidije1 rernydios alem 1a13%] oY) yIoq 9oUIs ‘19730

oy} uo Ajuensuyl) pue wsiepn{ puE puey SUO Y} U0 UOIIDI
uend£d7 usamiaq seoudrayip Jofews arom SI0Y) JEYI MOUY AL
"SUOTIEIaUE 1978] 01 PONIWSUBI] 9q PINOD WOY} UIYIIM PIUITIU0D
saouanyul uend£3g ay1 yey3 paysijqeiss 9weddq suoIFia1 om3 sy}
usym A[Uo sem 3] -plIom dnstus|jol 2y3 uodn 1d435q £q psrroxs
2ousnyul e1auag 21 Jo 9oueisul [e1dods B se ueas aq jsnw ‘ASojoar
uensuy) A1es 03 UIAD PIIPUI ‘JUIWEISA ], MON Y} O) UCHINGLE}
-u02 s} {elAg Yim suonepar s,Anunod jey; jo jonpord e L[enjoe
§1 JUSWEISI T, PJO 93 03 uonIngLu0d s,3d4S7 "siuapadajue st pue
Lruensuyy y3noryy 3oy Ajurews st Ayuaaysod uo uordipr uendASyg
Jo souangur oy, ‘smoys o[durexs 3se[ Ino se ‘[eneds se [[om
se [elodwa) aq sny} Lew uouswousyd [eorioIsIy ® jo 3oedwir 2y,

SIUFUDISI ] WIN] PUD Pi() 01 UONINGIAINOT)

152 a140M FAISLNO IHL

fo,._m.__UM c_.o._._..n?A ®M

‘159 M4 WIdpowr a1 yam ‘Annbnuy ydnonyp
9d &85 Sunosuuod sul| & mesp ued suo JeYL Os ‘owi) Juasaxd a3 03
dn sale poulewial sey 1] ‘27ng] ASppy §,31RZON Ylm pajulenbou
[[9M 218 Oym 9SO} 0} JBIIWEJ 9q [[I4 SE — AIUOSEWD0I] [€IISSE]D
JO 2WIl) 9Y) I8 [BAIADI J19Y) JO I0Bj SNOLIND JY) UT sa1| sar1ajshwl

ansIUD[[Pp-03dAS5 eseyy jo Aroysry ay3 jo wueyd 1eynoad Iy,

¢6'pury [euosiad 3sowr & Jo 5108 Yyadnoiys A310p 93 yalm UOIUNUWILIOD
ojut pajemur oq o} uosiad oYy Juriq 01 sInoArapus YOIYMm ‘JIs)
211 9Y) WIOIJ JUIPIAD SIWO003Q SSIIISIP U [ENPIAIPUL Yl YIm
puoq oy3 ‘Ajjeurg "ssoinos Isyjo Lurw £q Pajesoqoiiod st spod
uenndA8g jo diysiom ay} ‘paapul get(1B2IYOUIT]) YIULIOD SE [[om
se owoy ur ooe[d 3003 suone1qa[ed yons eyl s1sadfns snivndy
SSOUIIM  JOIYD INO ‘SLI9ISAWI SLISO-SIS] 9Y) JO UONEUMUSSSIP
oyl spiedar sy se'A[eorjoquids peap 2yl JO wieal Y} IsIAATN
01 sey pajeniul 9q o) uosiad o1y serrersfur sis] paziud|Ry Byl
u1 u2A9 Jey) ‘uoryper uendA3g jo 100ys 9yl JayIEI INQ 'SOUIPId
-u10o ou aq A[qeqoid [[Im 31 ‘A[panIwpy 4s'10119) £jpliom jo 53LIS
11941 WOl poaes AQOIoYy) PuE PAEIIISUCD 0§ 010M OYm Fwzal 93
SEM 11 PL1OM DUSIUS[PE] 2Y) UI se319yas ‘poap oyl sem 11 1d4BT w
:Juimofjoj ay) ul sISISU0D uonBWIIOjSURN) SIY ], (SLISQ puUE SIS|
yum wry Juneosse £q-sued sualp sy3 01 onsAwr 9} 9)eAR[R 03
1y8nos yorym) sorreisAw INSIUL[E] oYl pue (saur Aseisunj ayj jo
souewrcjrad oY) £q pon) oJUT SI9IUD PUE SLIIS() SALI0IA] PISLIIIP
91 YoIym ul) satuowaied Jeunq uendA3g jusoue 2yl uPMIdq
sjejjered [pwuroy Aueur ayp ondsep ‘woisns uendASg ut soe(d yoor
yarym CcmwﬁEhDuwﬁm._u Jedipel 9y] jo mOCHQ u>_ww0h&:..__ projgeasayT,
"P[H0M 9MSIUB[[OH 9YI UI UOMOUN) pue wiioj 119y) asward azow
3q 03 10 ‘SLIIS() PUB SIS] YIIM PIIBIDOSSE SILIISAW 2Y3 :uOHININSUL
ue Jo Inq £119p ® Jo 10U SunfUIYl 912 9M ISED SIY) UT "UOHEA[ES JO
P33U Ul [ENPIAIPUT 33 YNM puoq 9Y) pue ‘peoIqe UOLIBUIISSIp
9ouanpur Surziueaisn) :juswdojaadp snotdijal Jo soulj ulew A3
sojerisuowop osye Aeam S) Ul Yorym jutod 19130 suo Ised] 18 [eliojell
Sutwpoymiono oY) woay no B3urs Avwl oM UOISNPUGD U]
t6,'Uel ] Jo uos ‘[daroyquuy] seyanow] diysiom [rm
y9910) £1949 pue o[l Ay 23e[al [[Im oFenSue 91 2I1US AT,
1SPIOM D1ISII9IDRIRYD Y3 UT SRJRUILIND STY) JO JUNODIE DY T, ‘§2215)
ojul pejesuery sem dajoywi] o1dy inoiaws uend48g oyl noqe

NQIOITIY NVILIAOH 0se

30

PO BOX 50911
www.4witness.org

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949 USA

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC



TALKING TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ABOUT THE DEITY OF CHRIST Photocopy Documentation

DP 7

Nc_..,.._oZ po1448215 4q m,xo.,m:uﬁ zc.;aimm

-awos pue 3d43y ur padojaasp wioy 1emonaed ¥ usamMIaq SIPBIUOD

10211p se A[duuts U298 9q 10U P[NOYS BONN[OAD JO 3Fe1S SATBULIOY ST

ur Lyruensuy) 03 apew 3d43g yorym suonnqriiuod a3 ey Jea)d
3 ANfew 03 ysim om Aem snyp ur s1onew Jumnd £g -odeys oym
0} PaUNSIP sem AJUBHSIIYY YOIYM UT PLIOM DIISIUS[[DF] 9IBUI )
uodn peyraxa pey 3d43g yorym souenyur ayy sjepaidde o3 pajre
9ABY SIEJOYDS JBY} 98ED OU3 JOYIEI SI 3] ‘paziufoder usaq oouls
Buo[ aazq yorym ‘suorSiar L103shuw onstuepaly oy pue Aydosopiyd
YP21H JO SUORNQLIIUOD Y] O] SUOKEINSIAUI PRI ARy
OS[E P[NOM UEBQ & YONS 0§ 919M SIY) JI 10J ‘suonjeAesal onewdop
03 anp 2q £[901€ds UED 3S2I9IUT JO oP] Yong ‘Ayuensuyr) Apes
uodn 0s pue JuIE}syJ, MON Y3 uodn 1090 UL PeY OS[E AIN Y
JO PUE[ U3 JO SULIOf SNOIFI[2I 93 JBY) 308 o3 03 uaAld usdq sey
uonerspisuod Lue L[prey ng -own Suof e J0j peIpnls pue umouy
U33q 2ARY JUAWEISA,T, PIO Y3 Jo uotSyor ay) yim syjuyj s 3dASy
601 "JUBLIOAWI [[1}S SBAL SWIN JBY1 IE OYM ° SPO3 A1) Jo Juiy ‘oY
-Uowry, "3'1 "I9UJIUOSEY -UOW Y YA 958 3y} Afastoald st siy T, *, spod

Y3 3o Jupy, apn oy yim (Yaayex jo sweu 1adoxd oy SI9PUdI

os[e_Soidpy) sowreu Jadosd om) PIuUIqUIcd Yoiqm por) jo uon

~BUSISSP B PUIW UI pey SI0JR[SULI] Y3 JBY) SIWNSSE SUO JT A}[NOIgIp

noyyim paure(dxa 3q Aew s1y3 md1A AWl U] go;, 'SPO3 013 jo duny

‘pa0] ‘p107], :430]05Y3 21EPN[ JO SU[FBIS] 0 UMOUNUT UOHIEIGAUT

ue puy am jeyy juiferadag oyl UI ST 31 SSO[RUMIDADU f2ourirodun

[E19010 JO JOU 919 9593 A[urelta]) sodessed Luew UG YIEW ST 359]

uone[suel} jo 20e[d 9y JBY) pajelISUOWAP 9q UED I "SUBIISLIYD

707 3am A0y Jo puny € JSOW[E 3WEdaq AJ[ENIUDAS SIY], i UG

pafordws siojefsuer; £Jusass oy jo JunoddE uo jutdenydag oy

SE UMOUY PUE BIPUEX3[Y J¥ SPBUI JUSWEISI T, P[() 2Y3 JO UOTIR[SUET

39919 Y3 U0 PIPPE 9q APW SPIOM MIJ Y 401 'S198J O3 JO S0UED
-Ipusis oy 01 uonrodoxd 30311pur UT spuels ajqudeaiad st sousnpUL

SIY3 Yo1yM 03 32139p oY1 A[93BUNII0FU[) *}S2IOIUT [EING[TD A[2I0UI JO

SI93)EW JOUTUI 0} UMOP $anjeA snoidiar 1ofew woij ‘paprwsuen

SeoUINYUI JO AFURI 3Y) N0 Jutod UBY3 SIOW OU Op UED oM 9191
gor'ydaso[ jnoqe ssaneireu
oY1 ur A[qejou jsowr :suonipuod uendLSg o) SOIB[aT T JIoYM pur
fios wendA3g uodn 2oe(d sayey Aro3s Juswersa, PIQ oy eIOYM
Apyuanbauy 3sow punoj oq 03 A[Jermieu a1t soJessed 98917, “uoIdI[ax
uend{3g woxy sfumoitoq Aue SuafoAur sty InoyIM 9dASy
W0y IN0J0d [E20], PRY S1X3) [EI[QIY ITYI MOYS YIIYym pouonuaw

[ %Y A AT40Mm JddISLN0 THL

oq Aew sopdwexo ‘Ajreury so,'('y oL -dd 998} 1dA37 ur £ousuind
UOWLIOD u23q 24BY 0} MOUY MOU M YOIYm ‘Soduox Jo 3daduon ayp
pue (561 -d 9as) premuo siodrepy ay3 jo s3U0g 93 JO oW 9Y3 WOy
SIIN 93 UO papuawIwodds ‘wap adiws ayy A[uo ai1sy qeoar Aew
IM “(Y1eppY0y]) , uowojog jo Tayoeaud, paj[ea-0s ay) Jo UOIDIP puE

§3d20U0d ‘poout 3y3 uodn saoUSNYUT ueijdA37 snotsea 9y 10 4o, ‘d0OS

-sAY 93 03 1830 Y WoIy Jurduel ‘sFuIY) JO uuBW [[& uo 2jods
uowojog Bursy yo1ysm sqroaoid 3y) Jo SIsEq oy 91om YOI m 23p9]
~MOWY JO $351] (UEIWIL}0dOSIA] pue) uen;dAsy a3 ‘9ourIsuI 10J U0
-eardsur ur uend£8y se powr 9q Joremoy ‘ueo soJessed »yI0
£01"UORIPEI} ONIWSG WOl 3DUEISUL ISB[ Y} UF PIALIAP °oQ PInom
SQI9A0IJ JO jOOF 93 UT SISI0A Y ISED UOIYM UI OrBWIEIY 10
MAIQIY Ul pasodwiod usaq aaey Aew adouruswry o3 panque
S0UU9s 3y) ty1om uend4Sy reuidiio ue ynm Suresp oq jou Aew
M OSED DUO SIY] UI “UIAIMOL] "SQI9A0I] JO YOOf] [EST[qQig oY) pue
dowdudWY Jo UORINIISU A3 UsIMIBq 9SO ol 19]0BIRYD ST}
Jo_syui umouy 3899 ayJ, 'Adaydord Jusweiso piQ 30 1Eay an
03 SN 93E} J0U $30p ‘SLIZLT, PUE D[IN 9Y) UISMIOQ EBOIE [eIDUDT
943 Ul POIBOO] S 31 9sNed9q 10eeYd [euoneueldns € sey yorym

DIMIRIRNI] BUNOUD) 93 10] "UOISSIWSUE) UI 2duedyrudis 19y Jo
9Wos JUISO] $1X2) JO SIUBISUI JOYIOUE IXDY 9ABY oM ‘UOI3TaI JuUsW
~¥IS3L, PIO Jo stutod oyioads 03 949 ue ym padpnl 91 ‘Janew-10af
-qus jo jutodpuels ay3 woxy 3d4S7 jo 318 v se popieder aq Aew
[EI2UD3 UI Yoryam ‘9IN3RI9)1] WOPSIA aaels] pue uend4A3y usamiaq
sp[rered Jefjiwey 9y Ul punoy osfe st 1] "e1we10dosay] 03 U9A9
SPUSIX® OS¥D> SIYY Ul S9Juad jo Lrefiuts 9y, oo Suny uendLSy
Y3 jo Aieympy plojeay oy3 uioy paaLop Ajqeqoid st ‘paremnw
y3noyire ‘siyy o4 “oowag Jo oulg 3y 105 suonejpdde jo 157
STIOWE} S YEIES] USAS PRjOPE YOIYM ;o; ‘SIB|NI 931[OTIST JO S3INOD
9y3 uodn enyur fedox uendASy £q 1391 seoen oy} uonuawr LBW am
249H 001 "UOWOJOG pUL PIAB(] JO JUNOIOE JOIUCIYD SNNITIS] oU
Jo wiroy Aretoy oy uodn apIUOIYd 11n05 uend43y ayy jo souany
~UL 93 st “ojqusudyardwod A[peal vqoul ynq Jueiiodunr ssar|
"SUBLSLIYY) 9y3 03 wiay) Aq uo passed

PUE — smof a3 £q paurensgius posy jo 3desuos oy ul SIUOWI[3
Iy a3 jo suo uodn smyy pue ‘Junum Apsand 3Y3 Ul paurey
~103 UoREa1d> 8Y) o Junodse oYy uodn 30ays ue pey 3] “powuad a3e]
243 103 3uBAd[RI 2wikdaq 05 pue ‘Aimusd yySo Ay un urede
paysygnd jou sem snyy ‘AuoZowsos uendA3g oy ul syuowIpe

NOIDITIY NVILAADT rAY#

31
PO BOX 50911
www.4witness.org

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949 USA

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC



TALKING TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ABOUT THE DEITY OF CHRIST Photocopy Documentation

DP 8

2us4oy] gardgbarg Ao fo..m.._.u,m uvrdAby

Jo ssouareme uv jo 3o£ se udis ou st a1yl ‘POdPU] ‘UOEUIGUIOD b
yons jo uonou 10 jdaouod sy :osuas sedosd oyy ur KruiLy, oy
T03 Suppe| qus st julod [EHUVSS? UG ING ;7 'SUOSERI [EBINY]
103 A1qeqo1d ‘Juowelsa ], maN 9y} UI Jayjoue suo apisSuole pauon
JUSW 1€ 3373 9,1, "Is0YD) A[OY pur uog ‘Joyie, :[ed1[qrg 951n00

3O St Ayuniy, uBnsSLIY) 9Y) JO OUBISNS oy 18y} oziseyduid 9ouo-

18 Jsnur oM ‘JuIpUEISIOPUNSIWI $501F AUE PIOAE 03 Jopio U]
-Agojoay) UBnsLIYD) I yuI[
32211p € smoys uoidyjar uendA3y jo 90103 [EMyINdS oY) AEm sIy} UJ
CJB[N3UTS 9y} UT PassaIppe ‘Bulaq [3UIs © SE pareat) puT pauIquIod
91 Spo3 291y3 Sty ¢ seoueIwadde, 10 ,SUiI0], 0ieq 10 @7 DI
(Adojoururray uend43q oys asn 03) saanqiae siy se sey (Sowsod ay3
30 19Y3e5) poo) auo ay; { potrad oprssauuEy oy3 Jo A30[09T3 UOWTY I3

03 15831 3B Yorq $904 Yorym ‘pauonusur jsnl UONBWE[IIE 503G 5)3
9Y3 SUIBIUOD YOUSIP SHYT, oz1,'(Sp3p SoddoriidL) surroy soayy ul pon
‘P39213 2q ‘prrom 3y jo 1aye; ‘paserd ag ~remod suo sJuojeq asaY)
031 — LOYy ST 9U0 “JOYIBY ST 2UO ‘Y1eg ST 9UQ, :uonesuen ssoid
Ut ‘SUNI 3] 611 "HOYY Jo Sweu 9y3 Aq juadiss paSuim e pue Ioyier]
PopERY-301] B g, ‘Yieg POPELay-uodL] T :So1IIP uend43;yy sa1y3 Jo
‘3PIS 2SI2ADT 93 U0 ‘BULIOPUAI & 03 1X9) Surfuedwosoe oy suriog
YOTYM YI1SIpP € $189Q WNISNIAL YSHILIT 9Y3 UL AOU ‘001 *A*V PUNOIE
pouad o3 woxy Sunep jenuwe Uy ‘sreyrEwr Yons uo uonemoads
[eordofooy uensuy) jo sfurnuidoq oyy ar0joq uonerousd suo
A[uo @215y ur s3udpIAS Yons puy osje am JeY] ppe Aew 9m 210y
‘porrad 918 273 03 UMOP PopuvIXa d40qE Pajonb 90UIPIAD YT,
(g eb1 -dd 295} mnmmmcHoeﬁ uendAdy jo uonednoooald 1olews v sem
.ml..::_b Y} ‘UIS 9ABY 2m SE {WISIPLLI) PUB WsTuour jo sajod om) a3
U2a4112q uonedxdiaut Jo sapeys Luew 103 pamofe yo1ysm Gdesuco
ST} JO UOKNIOAD JY3 03 PI] SIALOWT STIOLIRA DU ULIOJ 03 PIUIGIUOD
aTam spod sary) £qarsym uouswousyd 33 Jo pauIea] am IySnoyy
snoidier uend£dy Surroprsuoo uaypy *ABojoay3 urnsuyy A[rea 103
soueoyiudis s3d435 jo uoneurwexs L10s1Nd v 03 Pa3oadp aq [

- 103deyo s1y3 Jo opurEwIRl 91 T, 41, *20YyNS ISNW so[dwexs maj asay],

KSojoayy uvysiayy) K1va tof souvnfiuss s 24457

ou"Wstuzded uend43y jo soumyuad 3sE]
Y3 SULIND $29U0I9J0T AUBW 0§ 2o SI9Y) YOIUM 0] SS2USNOA)YSLT
Jo umo1d, ay3 uodn os[e Inq [eLaIEW 39315 uodn AJuo jou MEBIP
Isnw suo sdaouos ssayy Bunepronpe ur Kio)d pue ssauUsNoa)y I

SST -

TTIOM JAISLNO HHL

JO 2s0y3 Ui 4o °, 9311 JO UMOJD, B JO UOIIOU 2 Ul Juesaid OS[e SI 3]
s1A3[EIIOW puodds e Jo 3daducd urndAdy PIJBUILIISSIP AJopIm
243 03 Jurylowtos amo ABuW PIYM ‘UYo[ 3G JO UOIIR[9ADY Syl Ul
JIEIP PUBIIS, PAIld-yonur ayy ur ‘sidwexa 10 9y Josyl sayeul
POUINPUL STYI MITA INO UT “I92R[ 1) 0 djqe[ieat uotssoidxa jo sSuel
oY) padir[ua 0 pur plIOM DUSIUSPE Y3 03 SULI0J §31 U0 passed
uoidnor uend4Sy ey ‘Apuweu :9A0QE PIjRINUIIO] 2ALY DM YDIYM
srdound fejuswepuny ayy uodn paseq 9q 1SONW UOISSIWISULI] JO
Saul] 9y3 ysyqeisa o3 sydwany payiuapr aq 104 sk Jouues safes

Arerpauwuaur ‘4949mo0y ‘S9SEd 3SOUI UT 4;, (00 f uowy st augy,)

wioy suerdojoayy uend48y £paed oYy wory sowoo wimg ur swp

pue ‘( sideieg-snoy s1 ouqy,) sidereg jo so1atas ays ur padorduin

SUO_ WOl PIALIIP ST SIY) :SINIUNWIWOD UBNSLY) 3soljiea i)

*£q pasn (auQ st pon),) Seag S|3 UOHEWEOE oY1 YIIm osED 2] SI

SIY.T, ‘31983t 3dAS5 03 3vq Pades) UIN UL SIY} PUB QU0 SHSIUA[PL]
-03d43y ue 0} 3511y yorq pooeny aq ued WLIO] UEIISLIYY) U3 2I9ym
PaMmo[[oj 2q osje ued duanyur uend£3y Aq uayes yied ayy Kjpeur]

: er12douRUAWY YA JO

18IY 381 9A JeY] B[NULIOJ 0] ADUDIND [esIdatun Suiald st neg 1g

297 - S2INIBIID 1Y UIIMIIG UOHOULSIP AI8131qIE 93Inb © Jumjew o8

~INOUOYSIP pUE INOUOY I9JU0D 03 10JAI7) Y3 JO 19m0d 9IN[OSqE A1)

uo spiom s2psody ayy ‘Apuedyiufis ssowr yonur ‘PUEB — 772311

[enuoyiudd uend43y s1e] B wouy paaldp — Aweuo souo uodn

padeay 9q 03 a19A yoIYM oIy JO S[E0D, [Biqion0td 9} :SUBWIOY

243 03 apstdy oy3 ur soFessed omy yitm ases ayy aq 0) swW 03 SWIs

SIWL, 'SIOILIM JUSWIEISD [, MAN AQ 15A0 UDYE] 193] 919A UOIum

(vydAsvody ay3 Suipnpour) Jusweisa ], pio ayj ur sadewr pajoaye

1514 31 SI9UM SISBD 9503 UL JEA[0 A[J18] SI 1[9J J[9511 SPEWI SOUSNYUT

uend£3y yoym ur Kem oyJ, i, uendidy Ajewidizo sem yorgm

‘sowre[ 3 jo apsidg ays ur onBuos pue diys u99M31aq UOI)BID0SSE

a3 jo siskeue ue woj oFe sieok awos pediowo ‘(soqueip 2101g) -

1WA Ya915) £q padeld sem 31ed e ore] moy pue ‘}{9s3t UoKIpEL]

uend4A3y oy uigaim oq Lew ssa00ad ay3 xo[dwoo MOF] ory ‘[BLIIEW

gsimaof 3o Aem Aq oov[d Y00} UOISSIWSUTI} SI) I8G7 POULNSSE

u29q £[399.1100 53nb sey 31 ‘sniezeT pue SsAl Jo srqered s snso|
‘utSiio uend48y jo Aprewnin aq o3 USYe] U29q SeY JUIWEISIT,

MIN 2 ur saandy jey3 3doduco € 9I9YyMm SISED M9} 9Y3 JO DU U]
"pareroardde pue poorsropun Kjsadoad aq prmoys jutod siyy jey)
wenrodwir 3sour st a1 ~Kruensuyy ur unpe AjpeaiBojoydiows duup

NOIDI'THY NVILJIADY 452

32

PO BOX 50911
www.4witness.org

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949 USA

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC



TALKING TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ABOUT THE DEITY OF CHRIST Photocopy Documentation

P PP

ort History of
1e New Testa-
t find in it an

iry of New Tes-
s: “The N[ew]
developed doc-
cks the express
m, and the Holy
rotestant theo-

Vashburn Hop-
: the doctrine of
1own; . . . they
nd Evolution of

:8: “Jesus Christ
-nenon, and no-
does the word
mly adopted by
; after the death
1 Our Christian-

of the Hebrew
1spired books of
rovide any clear

ch the Trinity?
ents by histori-

ot have an ex-
:h as was subse-
ds."—The New
lew Testament

wer, did not at
ity] idea to their
stions to God the
Son of God, and
3pirit; but there
being an actual
One."—The Pa-

was not Trini-
ae apostolic and
d in the Nfew]

THE TRINITY?

WITNESSES FOR JESUS, INC

DP9

Tlestament] and other early Christian writ-
ings."—Encyclopsedia of Religion and Ethics,

“The formulation ‘one God in three Persons’
was not solidly established, certainly not fully
assimilated into Christian life and its profession
of faith, prior to the end of the 4th century. ...
Among the Apostolic Fathers, there had been
nothing even remotely approaching such a
mentality or perspective."—New Catholic En-
cyclopedia.

What the Ante-Nicene Fathers Taught

E ante-Nicene Fathers were acknowl-

edged to have been leading religious teach-

ers in the early centuries after Christ's birth.
What they taught is of interest.

Justin Martyr, who died about 165 C.E., called
the prehuman Jesus a created

i s A e e AR Rt o e 8 . e el i

the supremacy of God. He observed: “The Fa-
ther is different from the Son (another), as he is
greater; as he who begets is different from him
who is begotten; he who sends, different from
him who is sent.” He also said: “There was a

time when the Son was not. . . . Before all things,
God was alone.”
Hippolytus, who died about 235 C.E., said

that God is “the one God, the first and the only
One, the Maker and Lord of all,” who “had noth-
ing co-eval [of equal age] with him . . . But he
was One, alone by himself; who, willing it,
called into being what had no being before,”
such as the created prehuman Jesus.

Origen, who died about 250 C.E., said that
“the Father and Son are two substances . . . two
things as to their essence,” and that “compared

. with the Father, [the Son] is a

angel who is “other than the "Thore is no mdence that very small light.”

God who made ail things.” He any sacred writer even sus-

Summing up the historical

said that Jesus was inferior to  pected the existence of  evidence, Alvan Lamson says
God and “never did anything ex- a [Trinity] within the in The Church of the First
cept what the Creator . . . willed 'Godhead."—The - = Three Centuries: “The modern
him to do and say.” 'I'r.fune God popu]ar doctrine of the Trinity

Irenaeus, who died about
200 C.E., said that the prehuman .Iesus hed a
separate existence from God and was inferior
to him. He showed that Jesus is not equal
to the “One true and only God.,” who is “su-
preme over all, and bhesides whom there is no
other.” .

Clement of Alexandria, who died about
215 C.E., called Jesus in his prehuman existence
“a creature” but called God “the uncreated and
imperishable and only true God.” He said that
the Son “is next to the only omnipotent Father”
but not equal to him.

Tertullian, who died about 230 C.E., taught

. . derives no support from the
language of Justm [Martyr]: and this observa-
tion may be extended to all the ante-Nicene
Fathers; that is, to all Christian writers for three
centuries after the birth of Christ. It is true, they
speak of the Father, Son, and . . . holy Spirit,
but not as co-equal, not as one numerical es-
sence, not as Three in One, in any sense now
admitted by Trinitarians. The very reverse is
the fact.”

Thus, the testimony of the Blhle and of histo-
ry makes clear that the Trinity was unknown
throughout Biblical times and for several centu-
ries thereafter.

How Did the Trinity Doctrine Develop?

T THIS point you might ask: ‘If the
Trinity is not a Biblical teaching, how
did it become a doctrine of Christen-

dom?’ Many think that it was formulated at
the Council of Nicaea in 325 C.E.

That is not totally correct, however. The

SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN THE TRINITY?
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Council of Nicaea did assert that Christ was
of the same substance as God, which laid the
groundwork for later Trinitarian theology. But
it did not establish. the Trinity, for at that
council there was no mention of the holy spirit
as the third person of a triune Godhead.
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EXHORTATION TO THE HEATHEN.

characters impressed on them, ought, I think, to
regard wisdom as a fair port whence to embark,
to whatever lot in life they turn; and likewise to
deem it the calm haven of salvation: wisdom,
by which those who have betaken themselves to
the Father, have proved good fathers to their
children ; and good parents to their sons, those
who have known the Son; and good husbands
to their wives, those who remember the Bride-
groom; and good masters to their servants,®
those who have been redeemed from utter slavery.
Oh, happier far the beasts than men involved in
error ! who live in ignorance as you, but do not
counterfeit the truth. There are no tribes of
flatterers among them. Fishes have no super-
stition : the birds worship not a single image ;
only they look with admiration on heaven, since,
deprived as they are of reason, they are unable
to know God. So are you not ashamed for liv-
ing through so many periods of life in impiety,
making yourselves more irrational than irrational
creatures? You were boys, then striplings, then
youths, then men, but never as yet were you
good. If you have.respect for old age, be wise,
now that you have reached life’s sunset; and
albeit at the close of life, acquire the knowledge
of God, that the end of life may to you prove
the beginning of salvation. You have become
old in superstition ; as young, enter on the prac-
tice of piety. God regards you as innocent
children. Let, then, the Athenian follow the
laws of Solon, and the Argive those of Phoro-
neus, and the Spartan those of Lycurgus: but if
thou enrol thyself as one of God’s people, heaven
is thy country, God thy lawgiver. And what are
the laws? “Thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt not
commit adultery ; thou shalt not seduce boys;
thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear false
witness ; thou shalt Jove the Lord thy God.”=
And the complements of these are those laws
of reason and words of sanctity which are in-
scribed on men's hearts: “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself; to him who strikes thee on
the cheek, present also the other;”3 “thou
shalt not lust, for by lust alone thon hast com-
mitted adultery.”+ How much better, therefore,
is it for men from the beginning not to wish to
desire things forbidden, than to obtain their de-
sires! But ye are not able to endure the aus-
terity of salvation ; but as we delight in sweet
things, and prize them higher for the agreeable-
ness of the pleasure they yield, while, on the
other hand, those bitter things which are dis-
tasteful to the palate are curative and healing,
and the harshness of medicines strengthens peo-
ple of weak stomach, thus custom pleases and

tickles ; but custom pushes into the abyss, while
truth conducts to heaven. Harsh it is at first,
but a good nurse of youth ; and it is at once the
decorous place where the household maids and
matrons dwell together, and the sage council-
chamber.  Nor is it difficult to approach, or
impossible to attain, but is very near us in our
very homes; as Moses, endowed with all wis.
dom, says, while referring to it, it has its abode
in three departments of our constitution — in the
hands, the mouth, and the heart: a meet emblem
this of truth, which is embraced by these three
things in all — will, action, speech. And be not
affaid lest the multitude of pleasing objects which
rise before you withdraw you from wisdom. You
yourself will spontaneously surmount the frivo.
lousness of custom, as boys when they have be-
come men throw aside their toys. For with a
celerity unsurpassable, and a benevolence to
which we have ready access, the divine power,
casting its radiance on the earth, hath filled the
universe with' the seed of salvation. For it was
not without divine care that so great a work was |
accomplished in so brief a space by the Lord, |%
who, though despised as to appearance, was in |
reality adored, the expiator of sin, the Saviour,

the clement, the Divine Word, He that is trul
most manifest Deity, He that is made equal to
the Lord of the universe; because He was His
Son, and the Word was in God, not disbelieved
in by all when He was first preached, nor alto- -
gether unknown when, assuming the character of
man, and fashioning Himself in flesh, He enacted :
the drama of human salvation: for He was a
true champion and a fellow-champion with the
creature. And being communicated most speed-
ily to men, having dawned from His Father's
counsel quicker than the sun, with the most per-
fect ease He made God shine on us, Whence
He was and what He was, He showed by what
He taught and exhibited, manifesting Himself
as the Herald of the Covenant, the Reconciler,
our Saviour, the Word, the Fount of life, the
Giver of peace, diffused over the whole face of "
the earth; by whom, so to speak, the universe
has already become an ocean of blessings.5

CHAP, XI. — HOW GREAT ARE THE BENEFITS CON-
FERRED ON MAN THROUGH THE ADVENT OF
CHRIST. ;

Contemplate a little, if agreeable to you, the
divine beneficence. The first man, when in
Paradise, sported free, because he was the child -
of God; but when he succumbed to pleasur
(for the serpent allegorically signifies pleaswr®
crawling on its belly, earthly wickedness nour>a

4__.-_.—_-&

t [See above, p, 201,and below, the command  thou shalt love thy
peighbour.”]

2 Ex, xx, 13-16; Deut, vi. 5.

3 Luke vi. 29.

4 Matt. v. 28,

3 [Goed will to men made emphatic.  Stavery already modificd
free-schools established, and homes created.  As soon as pe fi
ceased, we find the Christian hospital. Forster ascribes th¢

foundation of this kind to Ephraim Syrus, A friend refers me @ %
Mohammedanism Unvedled, wol. i. p. 283.]
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: destroy a truth, is in nowise lawful,”

and an oath in everything be absent,”

THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES.

Again, with the Lord’s saying, “ Let your yea
€ yea, and your nay nay,” may be compared
the following: “ But to admit a falsehood, and
With the
prohibition, also, against swearing agrees the say-
ing in the tenth book of the Laws: “ Let praise

DP 12

[Boox Vv,

“ With Zeus let us begin; whom let us ne'er,
Being men, leave unexpressed. All full of Zeus,
The streets, and throngs of men, and full the sea,
And shores, and everywhere we Zeus enjoy.”

He adds : —

“For we also are
His offspring; . ., .»

And in general, P thagoras, and Socrates, and | that s, by creation.

Plato say that they hear God’s voice while closely
contemplating the fabric of the universe, made

they
heard Moses say, * He said, and it was done,”

and preserved unceasingly by God, For

describing the word of God as an act,

1 put the following as an imprecation : —
“But may you all become earth and water.”

As Esaias says, “And trample them down as

clay.” And Callimachus clearly writes ; —

“ That was the year in which
Birds, fishes, quadrupeds,
Spoke like Prometheus’ clay.”

And the same again : —

“If thee Prometheus formed,
And thou art not of other clay.”

Hesiod says of Pandora : —

“And bhade Hephastus, famed, with all his speed,
Knead earth with water, and man’s voice and mind

Infuse.”

And founding on the formation of man from
the dust, the philosophers constantly term the
body earthy. Homer, too, does not hesitate to| And before him, Homer, frami

“ Wheo, bland to men,
Propitious signs displays, and 1o thejr tasks
rouses. For these signs in heaven He fixed,

Him ever first, Him last too, they adore :
Hail Father, marvel great —great boon to men.”

ng the world in
accordance with Moses on the Vuican-\vrought
shield, says: —

"“On it he fashioned earth, and sky, and sea,

And all the signs with which the heaven is crowned,”?
For the Zeus celebrated in poems and prase
compositions leads the mind up to God. And
already, so to speak, Democritus writes, © that 2
few men are in the light, who stretch out their
hands to that place which we Greeks now call
the air. Zeus speaks all, and he hears all, and
distributes and takes away, and he is king of all,”

And more mystically the Beeotian Pindar, being

“One is the race of gods and men,
And of one mother both have breath; »

The Stoics, accordingly, define nature to be | that is, of matter: and names the one creator

artificial fire, advancing systematically to genera-
And God and His Word are by Scripture

tion,
figuratively termed fire and Jight.

of these things, whom' he calls Father, chief
artificer, who furnishes the means of advance-

But how?|ment on to divinity, according to merit.
Does not Homer himself, is not Homer himself,
paraphrasing the retreat of the water from the

For I pass over Plato; he plainly, in the
Epistle to Erastus and Coriscus, is seen to exhibit

land, and the clear uncovering of the dry land, | the Father and Son somehow or other from the

when he says of T ethys and Oceanus : —

* For now for a long time they abstain from
Each other's bed and love 71

Again, power in al] things is by the most intel-

lectual ‘among the w?;‘*eaks P%ra“g)ifeaﬁ)—c}soai-; whom if ye study with a truly philosophical spirit,

Epicharmus — he
ing:—

“ Nothing escapes the divine. This it behoves thee to

now,
He is our observer.

And the lyric poet: —

“And God from gloomy night
Can raise unstained light,
And can in darksome gloom obscure
The day's refulgence pure,”

He alone who is able to make night during the

period of day is God.
In the Phenomena Aratus writes thus : —

1 Ilind, xiv, 206,

To God nought is im possible.”

Hebrew Scriptures, exhorting in these words :
“In invoking Dby oath, with not illiterate gravity,
and with culture, the sister of gravity, God the
author of all, and invoking Him by oath as the
Lord, the Father of the Leader, and author;

ye shall know.”” And the address in the Timaus
calls the creator, Father, speaking thus : “Ye
gods of gods, of whom I am Father; and the
Creator of your works.” So that when he says,
*“ Around the king of all, a]] things are, and be-
cause of Him are all things ; and he. {or that] is
the cause of all good things ; and around the
second are the things second in order ; and
around the third, the third,” I understand noth-
ing else than the Hol Trinity'to be meant ; for
the third_is the Holy Spirit, and the n_is the
second, by whom al] things were made accord-

——

ing to the will of the Fathers

—
2 [liad, xviii, 483. .
2 [On the Faith, sce p. 444, note 6, rupra.)
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574 FRAGMENTS FROM CASSIODORUS,

the spirit ; ” that is, the spirit which is by faith,
which supervenes through the practice of right-
eousness,

“But ye, beloved,” he says,* “ building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, in the Holy
Spirit.”  “But some,” he says,* “save, pluck-
ing them from the fire ; ”3 “but of some have
compassion in fear,” that is, teach those who fal]
into the fire to free themselves, * Hating,” he
says,* “that spotted garment, which is carpal.”
that of the soul, namely ; the spotted garment is
a spirit polluted by carnal lusts.s

“Now to Him,” he says,® “who is able to
keep you without stumbling, and present you
faultless before the presence of His glory in joy."
In the presence of His glory: he means in the
presence of the angels, to be presented faultless,
having become angels? When Danijel speaks
of the people and comes into the presence of
the Lord, he does not say this, because he saw
God: for it is impossible that any one whose
heart is not pure should see God ; but he says
this, that everything that the people did was in
the sight of God, and was manifest to Him ; that
is, that nothing is hid from the Lord,

Now, in the Gospel according to Mark, the
Lord being interrogated by the chief of the
priests if He was the Christ, the Son of the blessed
God, answering, said, * I am ;3 and ye shall see
the Son of man sitting at the right hand of
power.”s But powers > mean the holy angels.
Further, when He says “at the right hand of
God,” He means the selfsame [beings], by
reason of the equality and likeness of the angelic
and holy powers, which are called by the name
of God. He says, therefore, that He sits at the
right hand ; that is, that He rests in pre-eminent
honour. In the other Gospels, however, He is
said not to have replied to the high priest, on
his asking if He was the Son of God. But
what said He? *You say.” ' Answering suffi-
ciently well. For had He said, It is as you
understand, he would have said what was not
true, not confessing Himself to be the Son of
God ; [for] they did not entertain this opinion
of Him; but by saying “ You say,” 2 He spake
truly.  For what they had no knowledge of, but
expressed in words, that he confessed to be true,

1 Ver. z0.

2 Ver. 22.

3 Ver, 23,

4 Ver, 23.

3 By a slight change of p fon, and by g " macu.
laea” for ** macula,” we get the sensc as above. Animz videlicet
tunica macula est s the reading of the text,

€r. 24,
- 7 We have here with some hesitation altered the punctuation. In
the texr, ** To be presented ™ begins a new sentence.,

® Mark xiv. 62, There is lundering here as to the differences
between the cvangelists' Accounts, as a comparison of them shows,

9 Virtutis,

1% Virtutes,

't Man, xxvi. 643 * Thou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto you
Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, andycomm; in the clouds of heaven,”

2 je., It is as you say.

WY

UL — COMMENTS ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF
JORN,

Chap. i. 1. “That which was from the begin.
ning ; which we have seen with our eyes ; which
we have heard.”

Following the Gospel according to John, and
in accordance with it, this Epistle also containg
the spiritual principle,

What therefore he says, “from the begin-
ning,” the Presbyter explained to this effect,
that the beginning of generation is not sepa.
rated from the beginning of the Creator, For
when he says, “ That which was from the begin-
ning,” he touches upon the generation without
beginning of the Son, who is co-existent with
the Father. There was then, 2 Word im ort~
ing an unbeginning etermtE f as also the vgo;a
itself, that is, the Son o who bemng, b
equality of substance, one with the Father, js
eternal and uncreate. That He was always the

ord, is signified by saying, “In the beginning
was the Word.” But by the expression, “we
have seen with our eyes,” he signifies the Lord’s
presence in the flesh, “and our hands have
bandled,” he says, “of the Word of life.” He
means not only His flesh, but the virtues of
the Son, like the sunbeam which penetrates to
the lowest places, — this sunbeam coming in the
flesh became palpable to the disciples. It is ac-
cordingly related in traditions, that John, touch.
ing the outward body itself, sent his hand deep
down into it, and that the solidity of the flesh
offered no obstacle, but gave way to the hand
of the disciple.

“And our hands have handled of the Word
of life;” that is, He who came in the flesh
became capable of being touched. As also,

Ver. 2. “The life was manifested.” TFor in
the Gospel he thus speaks: “And what was
made, in Him was life, and the life was the light
of men,” 13

“And we show unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested
unto you.”

He signifies by the appeilation of Father, that
the Son also existed always, without beginning.

Ver. 5. “For God," he says, “is light.”

He does not express the divine essence, but
wishing to declare the majesty of God, he has
applied to the Divinity what is best and most
excellent in the view of men. Thus also Paul,
when he speaks of “light inaccessible.” # But
John himself also in this same Epistle says.
*God is love : " 15 pointing out the excellences
of God, that He is kind and merciful; and
because He is light, makes men righteous,

according to the advancement of the soul,

13 John i, 3; 4.
84 1 Tim, vi.16.
15 1 John iv. 16,
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of man must be lifted up?® Who is this
Son of man?" 35 Jesus therefore said
to them: “The light will be among you
a little while longer. Walk while vou
have the light, so that darknessc does
not overpower you; and he that walks
in the darkness does not know where
he is going.? 36 While you have the
light, exercise faith in the light, in or-
der to become sons of light.”

Jesus spoke these things and went off
and hid from them. 37 But although
he had performed so many signs be-
fore them, they were not putting faith
in him, 38 so that the word of Isa-
iah the prophet was fulfilled which he
said: “Jehovah,* who has put faith in
the thing heard by us?®f And as for
the arm of Jehovah,* to whom has it
been revealed?”®* 39 The reason why
they were not able to believe is that
again Isaiah said: 40 “He has blind-
ed their eyes and he has made their
hearts hard," that they should not see
with their eyes and get the thought
with their hearts and turn around and
I should heal them.” 41 Isaiah said
these things because he saw his glory,’
and he spoKe about him. 42 ﬁl The
same, many even of the rulers actually
put faith in him,* but because of the
Pharisees they would not confess [him],
in order not to be expelled from the syn-
agogue;* 43 for they loved the glory
of men more than even the glory of
God.m

44 However, Jesus cried out and said:
“He that puts faith in me puts faith,
not in me [only], but in him [also] that
sent me;” 45 and he that beholds me
beholds [also] him that sent me.© 46 I
have come as a light into the world,r
in order that everyone putting faith in
me may not remain in the darkness.®
47 But if anyone hears my sayings and
does not keep them, I do not judge him;
for I came, not to judge the world,r but
to save the world.® 48 He that disre-
gards me and does not receive my say-
ings has one to judge him. The word*

Joh 12:38" See App 1p. 38" Or, “who has be-
lieved our report?” 382 See App 1D. 42* See
9:22 ftn.
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that I have spoken is what will judge
him in the last day; 49 because I have
not spoken out of my own impulse, but
the Father himself who sent me has
given me a commandment as to what
to tell and what to speak.® 50 Also,
I know that his commandment means*
everlasting life.® Therefore the things
I speak, just as the Father has told me
[them], so I speak [them]."

1 Now, because he knew before
the festival of the passover that

his hour had come? for him to move
out of this world to the Father,® Jesus,
having loved his own that were in the
world,! loved them to the end. 2 So,
while the evening meal was going on,*
the Devil having already put it into the
heart of Judas Is-car'i-ot,® the son of
Simon, to betray him," 3 he, knowing
that the Father had given all things
into [his] handsi and that he came forth
from God and was going to God,) 4 got
up from the evening meal and laid aside
his outer garments. And, taking a tow-
el, he girded himself.x 5 After that he
put water into a basin and started to
wash the feet! of the disciples and to dry
them off with the towel with which he
was girded. 6 And so he came to Si-
mon Peter. He said to him: “Lord,* are
you washing my feet?”™ 7 In answer
Jesus said to him: “What I am doing
you do not understand at present, but
you will understand after these things.”»
8 Peter said to him: “You will certainly
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered
him: “Unless I wash you,° you have no
part with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to
him: “Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus said
to him: “He that has bathedr does not
need to have more than his feet washed,
but is wholly clean. And YOoU men are
clean, but not all.” 11 He knew, in-
deed, the man betraying him.® This is
why he said: “Not all of You are clean.”
12 When, now, he had washed their
feet and had put his outer garments
on and laid himself down at the table

Joh 12:50" Or, “is.” 13:2*Or, “was being
prepared.” 6* Or, “Master.”
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creating and sustaining power o
ancient forms of religious thin
than in the abstractions of Phi
Leeuw, Religion in Essence and
Unwin, 1938], chs. xii-xiii).

O.T. associations of the first importance,
man is created in God's
the rest of the creation.

the reality in whom all ides
st-h
has nothing to do with relations of fime.
a part of the creatio
he is called mwpwTdTOKOG
tmdoubtedly to be interpr
firstborn, higher than the kings
light of the idea of the primacy of
Among
heir and destined ruler of all.
of the created universe that place o
son in the household or in the kingdom.
e
tance mow, but the underlying issues are the
same. Paul's concern to proclaim the eternal
purpose of God in Christ to minds steeped in
that particular system of ideas leads him
straight into this inspired passage on the cen-
trality of Christ in the whole universe. While
he makes use of current thought forms, the
basic conception is of abiding significance.
The Exeg. gives in some detail the historic
origins of the terms image and first-born. It is
inevitable that men should think of Christ in

Image” of the supreme CGod, so the Christian,
convinced in his own experience and by the

was the real representation of the divine in a
human life, appropriated the title for Christ.
He is the true image of the invisible God. It
the ideal king of Isracl was given the title "“Son
of God,” and even the tyrant emperors of Rome
claimed it for their own, how much more truly
was that title Christ’s. If the nation of Israel
was God's “first-born,” how much more Christ
crucified and ascended. If Messiah was the right-
ful title of God's expected deliverer, was not
Jesus himself God’s anointed—the Christ? If
the deity of the pagan cults was addressed as
“1ord” and “Savior’—Christians in all parts of
the empire must have been familiar with this
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the context of ideas which they possess. As men |
in Egypt had called the Pharachs “the Living |

witness of the Christian community that Christ |

and the divine image, which we have found in our
not made “after the image” (xoT& v eikdva—LXX)
Thus he is the embodiment of true humanity, as he is the embodiment of true kingship—
i irations are fufilled.
orn of all creation |is likewise
t certainly does not
n, even the first part; the ancient church fathers right]z insist that
first-born) , Not TPWTOKTL i
cted in the light of the royal psalm, “T will make him my
of the earth” (Ps. 89:27);
the first-born which is consistently
the nations, Israel is God’s first-born (
As first-born of all creation,
f honor and of sovereignty
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Israel, the Lord of heaven and earth. As image of the invisible God the Son is God
manifest, the bearer of the might and majesty of God, the revealer and mediator of the
f the Godhead in relation to the world, It is in these
king that we must look for the roots of the thought, rather
lo or of the Stoics (for background material see G. van der
Manifestation [tr. J. E. Turner;

London: George Allen &

In the O.T. the king is never called the “image” of God. The phrase has nevertheless
in the creation story of Gen. 1. Here the primal
“image” and “likeness”; and, let us note, is given dominion over
We have therefore the triple assoc

iation of creation, sovereignty,
passage in Colossians. Only Christ is
of God; he is the image of God.

a title of dignity and function; it
imply that Christ is himself

st created). The word is

and more generally, in the
assumed in the O.T.
Exod. 4:22; Jer. 81:9) ; the first-born is the
Christ is accorded in respect
that belongs to the eldest

PE————

use of the words—surely, argued the early
Christians, the only real “Lord” and “Savior”
is Jesus the Christ. One who had opened the
gate of mew life to them as only he had done
could be described only by the highest and most
exalted titles that they knew. It may not at first
have been reasoned theology, but rather the
spontaneous, inevitable tribute of those whe
wnew the transforming love of God in Christ.

Whatever term might be used for the highes
revelation of deity was claimed for Jesus. No namy
that could be used of anyone was too high to belon;
to him. For men were struggling to interpret hi
absolute significance for faith. . . .

In viewing these religious evaluations of Jesw
we must Tecognize that they expressed the languag

| of devotion rather than of systematic intellectu:

i

| yeflection. Theories of the person of Christ wer

not formulated. . . . These problems of form:
Chyistology remained for the future. The earlie
Christians were only intent on expressing the si
nificance of Jesus for their faith. Amid all of tl
variety of interpretations which were followed ot
belief was constant: Jesus occupied a unique fun
tion in the revealing and redeeming activity of Go
No one else could stand beside him. He was t
“only begotten Son of God.” ®

s, T. Craig, The Beginning of Christianity (N
vork and Nashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 194
pp. 201, 210. See all of ¢ch. xv for a revealing analysis
the various titles that Christians early came o apply
Jesus.
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