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Three Questions Every
Jehovah's Witness Should
Consider

1. Did Jeremiah's 70 Years
Begin with Jerusalem's
Destruction?

609 B.C.E. – 539 B.C.E. = 70
years

The Watchtower's 1914 doctrine depends entirely upon Jerusalem being
destroyed in 607 B.C.E. If Jerusalem was actually destroyed in 587/586
B.C.E., then the calculation leading to 1914 fails.

The following documents allow you to examine the evidence for
yourself.

The Watchtower teaches that Jeremiah's 70 years began when
Jerusalem was destroyed in 607 B.C.E. and ended when the Jews
returned in 537 B.C.E. Yet Jeremiah 25:11-12 says:

“These nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”

The prophecy concerns the period during which the surrounding nations
served Babylon—not the length of Jerusalem's desolation.

Historically, Babylon became the dominant world power after the fall of
Assyria in 609 B.C.E. and continued until Babylon fell to Persia in 539
B.C.E.



Questions:
•

•

•

Does Jeremiah say the 70 years were for Jerusalem's ruins or for the
nations serving Babylon?

When did Babylon become the dominant empire?

When did Babylon fall?

2. How Long Did
Jerusalem Lie
Desolate?

517 B.C.E. + 70 years =
587 B.C.E.

The Bible distinguishes between Babylon's 70-year domination and
Jerusalem's period of desolation.

In the fourth year of Darius (517 B.C.E.), the Jews asked: “Shall I weep in
the fifth month and abstain, as I have done these many years?”
(Zechariah 7:3)

Jehovah then referred to their mourning: “These seventy years.”
(Zechariah 7:5)

The mourning commemorated the destruction of Jerusalem and the
temple in the fifth month.

If the question was asked in 517 B.C.E. and they had been mourning for
seventy years:



Questions:

•

•

•

What event were the Jews mourning?

What year was Darius' fourth year?

Does Zechariah place Jerusalem's destruction around 587 B.C.E.?

3. Is There Room for an Extra 20
Years in Babylonian History?

•

•

•

•

•

•

Nabopolassar

Nebuchadnezzar

Evil-Merodach

Neriglissar

Labashi-Marduk

Nabonidus

These records form one continuous
timeline leading to Babylon's fall in
539 B.C.E.

The Watchtower must move Jerusalem's destruction from 587 B.C.E.
back to 607 B.C.E.

This requires inserting an additional 20 years into Neo-Babylonian
history.

However, thousands of contemporary business records, contracts,
receipts, astronomical texts, and king lists connect the reigns of:



Questions:
•

•

•

Where can twenty additional years be inserted?

Which king ruled those extra years?

Why do no contemporary documents mention them?

Conclusion
1.

2.

3.

If Jeremiah's 70 years refer to the nations serving Babylon from
609–539 B.C.E.;

Zechariah places Jerusalem's destruction around 587 B.C.E.;

The Babylonian records leave no room for an extra twenty years;
then the foundation for the Watchtower's 607 B.C.E. date collapses.

And if 607 B.C.E. is
incorrect, the calculation
leading to 1914 cannot be
correct.
“Examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.”

— 1 Thessalonians 5:21 (NASB)










































