promoting awareness of the Watchtower and other authoritarian religions

Several unrelated
discoveries of the faulty
607BC-1914AD chronology
that forms the very foundation
of much Watchtower teaching
concerning their own
authority were quelched by
the Governing Body in the
late ‘70’s. When all the
information came to the
attention of many Bethel
family members in 1979-1980,
and some talked to others
about it, a major witchhunt
began in order to silence
those who talked of the
cover-up. Read the details in
this SPECIAL ISSUE!
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CRISIS of

CONSCIENCE
by Raymond Franz

(Commentary Press, 1983, 410
pgs, revised 1992)

This book was banned, even before it was
written.

The author, Ravmond Franz, has
been under ban by the Watchtower So-
ciety since 1981 ‘when he was excom-
municated for eating a meal with a pre-
viouslv banned individual, his landlord.
Over 5 million Jehovah’s Witnesses are
forbidden to speak to Franz, even to
say “Hello” if they pass him on the
street.

The Watchtower does well to shield
its followers from this man, if they are
to remain followers. Nephew of the
organization’s fourth president, the late
Frederick W. Franz, Rayvmond spent
nine vears as a member of its secretive
Governing Body. The inside informa-
tion Franz reveals in his book is suffi-
cient to shake any Jehovah’s Witness's
faith - not in God, but in the organiza-
tion claiming to be God’s mouthpiece.

Can little Johnnie receive an organ
transplant, or must his parents refuse?
Can Mrs. Smith engage in oral sex with
her husband? Can Jack accept hospi-
tal work as an alternative to military
service, or must he refuse and go to
jail?

If little Johnnie’s parents, Mrs.
Smith, and Jack are Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, their answers come from

Watchtower headquarters. And the final
word rests with the Governing Body. As
a member of that elite group, Rav Franz
had to share in making these decisions
for Witnesses worldwide. As the Body’s
votes went this way and that - and mil-
lions of Witnesses’ lives or family life
swaved in the balance - Franz got sicker
and sicker at what he saw happening.

One chapter details how the Govern-
ing Body decided that certain conduct
between husband and wife in bed would
be grounds for divorce and disfell-
owshiping. After the edict was issued
(Watchtower 12/1/72, pp. 734-736) nu-
merous marriages broke up as a result.
Seven vears later, the Governing Body
changed its mind and reversed the policy.

In the same way, the Governing Body
was legislating other personal matters for
Jehovah's Witnesses: medical treatment,
family relationships, etc. Rank-and-file
Witnesses accepted the Governing
Body’s decisions as “God's law,” but Rav
Franz knew that each decision was a mere
product of the human whims, opinions
and prejudices of his peers as they tossed
ideas around and put them to a vote.
Franz called to mind Jesus’ words to the
Pharisees “Thus vou nullify the word of
God for the sake of vour tradition .
their teachings are but rules made b)
man.” (Matthew 15:6,9, New Interna-
tional Version)

Like Quakers, Mennonites, Seventh
Dayv Adventists and others, Jehovah's
Witnesses have long refused to bear arms
as soldiers. But, unlike these others, the
Witnesses for vears refused civilian “al-
ternative service” work in hospitals. Now
theyv are allowed to do certain work of
that nature. This practice originally came
into question in a series of Governing
Body meetings in 1978. A motion was
made at each meeting to allow Witnesses
to accept civilian hospital work. A
majority of the Governing Body (Franz
names them) voted in favor of the
change. But the resolution took vears to
pass, because a two-thirds majority was
required. So, voung men among
Jehovah's Witnesses continued to refuse
civilian work in hospitals, and many are
currently incarcerated in other countries,
fulfilling their sentences. It is little com-
fort to them that recently, “new light”
has allowed civilian service as an alter-
native to prison,

Another “conscience” issue for Wit-
nesses involved political party member-
ship cards. When the ruling element in
the African country of Malawi demanded

that citizens purchase “party cards,”
the Watchtower Societv took a stand
against it. In adhering to this position,
Malawian Witnesses faced imprison-
ment, beatings and severe mistreat-
ment at the hands of government lov-
alists,

Meanwhile, in Mexico, Witnesses
were in the habit of bribing officials to
obtain cards identifving them as mem-
bers of the reserves who had fulfilled a
vear of military service. Not havmg the

“cartilla” would result in some incon-
venience, but not the sort of suffering
Witnesses faced in Malawi.

Franz relates in detail how Watch-
tower headquarters gave its approval
to both policies, leaving African JWs
to face brutal persecution, while per-
mitting Mexican ]Ws to buy cards “un-
der the table.” This double standard
caused much suffering in Africa. It also
formed part of the “crisis of con-
science” Ravmond Franz experienced
as a member of the Governing Bodv.

The final portion of Crisis ofCon-
science is devoted to the events sur-
rounding Ray’s removal from the Body
and subsequent expulsion from the
organization of Jehovah's Witnesses.
If it were not for the modern setting
and doctrinal issues peculiar to |Ws,
the story would sound much like a
heresy trial from the Spanish Inquisi-
tion or the Salem witch trials of colo-
nial Massachusetts.

True, the Inquisition’s victims were
burned at the stake, and the “witches”
of Salem were hanged, while Ravmond
Franz was merely deprived of his live-
lihood, publiclv disgraced, and cut off
from family and lifelong friends. Still,
one is left with the feeling that the only
reason why Franz is an author todav,
instead of a corpse, is that the Watch-
tower Society cannot administer capi-
tal punishment. From the standpoint
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Franz is al-
ready a dead man.

Crisis of Conscience (and its sequel,
In Search of Christian Freedom, also by
Franz) will be of particular interest to
Witnesses (if they dare read it). But it
gives all of us food for thought about
our personal relationship with God and
our attitude toward men who usurp the
authority of Christ.

—David Reed and Randall Watters

[note: These books are listed on the
enclosed order form]




THE WATCHTOWER BIBLE &

TRACT SOCIETY
The Cnitical Years 1975-1997

Charles Taze Russell would have
been in for quite a shock were he able to
see the modern-day organization he
founded in 1879. From small beginnings,
the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society
has grown rapidly, especially since the
early "70s. From a pre-1900 circulation
of 6000 copies, The Watchtower magazine
has a present circulation of over 20 mil-
lion per issue, and the Amwake! magazine
about 19 million per issue. What has
been the reason for such rapid growth?

For one thing, Jehovah’s Witnesses
offer an attractive package. They offer
the householder eternal life on a para-
dise earth, and can quote the Scriptures
to prove it. They offer to study the Bible

with interested persons, and use one of

the Watchtower Societv’s publications
such as Knowledge That Leads To Everlast-
ing Life. As the Bible is presented in simple
terms, the householder is elated to find
answers to questions that the churches
do not appear to answer. The newly in-
terested person is now ready to challenge
his friends and relatives on their tradi-
tional religious beliefs, and is scarcely
able to contain what he is learning. His
friends and relatives become defensive,
as their belief systems are being threat-
ened. The new convert is warned that
even his familv may persecute him and
speak abusively of him, according to |
Peter 4:4. Suddenly, Christmas and Eas-
ter become pagan holidays that are for-
bidden to observe. Saluting the flag is
idolatry, and blood transfusions are
against the rules, even in life-or-death
situations. In just six months, a person’s
life can be radically transformed so as to
be unrecognizable by former friends.

It was not so in the beginning. C. T.
Russell was against organizing his own
religion, or at least he said so (see The
Watchitower, 1895 p.216; also 1894 p.384
& 1893 p.266). He also noted,

“The endeavor to compel all men to think
alike on all subjects, culminated in the
great apostasy and the development of
the great papal system, and thereby the
gospel, the one faith that Paul and the
other apostles set forth, was lost - buried
under the mass of uninspired decrees of
popes and councils. The unity of the early
church, based upon the simple gospel and
bound only by love, gave place to the

bondage of the church of Rome...Each
new reform movement (like Protestant-
ism) has made the failure of attempting
to make a creed just large enough for its
prime movers.” -WT, Sep. 1893, p. 1572
On why organizations don’t work -
“...we have pointed out continually the
tendency of Christian people toward
union, showing, too, that such a union is
predicted in scripture; but that its results,
while designed to be good, will really be
bad; and this because it will be a mechani-

cal union instead of a heart unity.”--WT,
Mar 1893, p. 1504

The “Bible Students,” as they were
called back in the early years, could at-
tend other churches and celebrate Christ-
mas. Yet, five presidents and ninety vears
later, the Watchtower Bible & Tract So-
ciety is virtually unrecognizable from its
origins. Boasting over five million active
members and massive real estate hold-
ings, the Watchtower is a major indus-
try that keeps a tight clamp on its finan-
cial records as well as its inner politics.

Skeletons In
the Closet

By the mid-70’s, some members of
the Watchtower began to question their
dating svstem, notably their “Gentile
Times” calculations. The trouble began
when a handful of men were commis-
sioned to write the book Aid 1o Bible Un-
derstanding, a dictionary of Bible terms
for the Witnesses. In researching their
chronological dating system for the “last
days,” historical research proved without
a doubt that their foundational date of
1914 (supposedly the invisible return of
Christ) was nothing more than the start
of World War I. This date had been ar-
rived at through a series of unrelated
calculations, counting 2520 years from
the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 BC
to the year AD 1914. But the clock-stop-
per was this: According to all historical
records, Jerusalem was destroved in 586-
587 BC, a full 20 years later than the
Witness date. Neither was there found
any basis in the Bible for a 2520-year
“Gentile Times.” Russell’s dates and con-
cepts had been relied upon with inaccu-
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rate history as a foundation. A shock-
wave within the organization was inevi-
table. No matter how tight the security,
sooner or later it would leak out. The-
"trickle’ began in the '70s, and the “dam”
broke in 1980.

Most Jehovah's Witnesses do not re-
alize the critical significance of the date
1914 to their entire organizational struc-
ture and doctrine. Though originally the
return of Christ was said to be in 1874
and that 1914 would be the end of the
world, modern-day Witnesses have come
to accept 1914 as the return of Christ
(though an official statement to this ef-
fect was not made until 1929). The Gov-
erning Bodv has explained to the Wit-
nesses that when Christ returned in
1914, thcre was a “cleansing of the organ-
ization” for 3 '% vears. culminating in
Christ judging the organization and fi-
nally choosing it in 1918 as his “faithful
and discreet slave” to instruct mankind
of God’s truths in these last days. This
was also the vear of the invisible “rap-
ture, “ where deceased Witnesses (sup-
posedly including the early Christians)
were resurrected and ascended to heaven.
The whole concept of “God’s one true
organization” is chronologically depen-
dent on the accuracy of the date 1914,

Yet that is not all. The choosing of
another “class” of Christians, those who
would live on the earth but not be born
again or anointed by the Holy Spirit, was
also based on this pivotal date of 1914.
Counting ahead to the year 1935, Presi-
dent Joseph Rutherford was looking for
an explanation as to why there were so
many coming into the organization,
while the Bible (he believed) spoke of
only 144,000 going to heaven and rul-
ing with Christ. He began searching the



book of Revelation for some kind of an-
swer, and Rev. 7:13-17 was seized upon.
This was providential, as it also seemed
to solve another of their big problems—
how to gain more control over the local
congregations. Up to this time, congre-
gation overseers (called elders) had been
elected into office, and manv had full
control of their congregations, much to
the dismay of Rutherford. Now, a two-
fold interpretation of this passage would
“kill two birds with one stone,” First, the
“elders” of verse 13 were identified as
these special 144,000 (represented by the
Board of Directors), and not the congre-
gational overseers. Thus, the term “el-
der” was dropped, and all of the congre-
gational overseers lost their positions of
responsibilitv. Those reappointed would
now be called by a new name, “company
servants.” Of course, a new method of
choosing these kev men was instituted
snnultancnmlv—thev were chosen by the
Board of Directors! That meant that
many previous “elders” were not reap-
pointed to office, and Rutherford as-
sumed complete control over who would
be leaders. Manv of the former “clders”
became disgusted and left the organiza-
tion, taking others with them.
According to Rutherford, the class
distinctions of the “144,000” (the
anointed ones) and the “Great Crowd”
were now clearly identified by this
reinterpretation of Rev. 7:13, 14,
Rutherford reasoned on this passage:
Since the elders ask the question, “Who
are these of the great crowd?” and the
angel savs to the elders, “You are the ones
that know,” the elders ( 144,000
represented by Rutherford and his
directors) can apparentlv make that
decision as to who they are! Rutherford
then declares them to be an earthlv class
of believers who are not “born again” vet
will live eternally under the direction of
the 144,000 “anointed ones,” gaining full
rights to life only after 1,000 vears of
testing and thought-cleansing. The
necessity of the representative Governing
Bodyv was emphasized by the added
reasoning that, (1) since the Bible was
written to “anointed” Christians going
to heaven to be with Christ who are filled
with the holy spirit (1 John 2:20,27), and
(2) that these of this newlv designated
“great crowd” could not be in the new
covenant and have Christ as the mediator
(compare WT, April I, 1979, p.31), one
must conclude that the Bible was not
written to them, and they would be
forever subject to believing the
interpretations of the Governing Body
as “new light” and “food at the proper
time” (compare The Watchtower, Oct. 1

1967, p. 587). The passage at 1 John
2:27 could not apply to them, which savs,
“The anointing that vou received from
Him remains with vou, and vou have no
need for any man to teach vou, for the
anointing from Him (the Holy Spirit) is
teaching vou all things.” The powblhty
of a supernatural relationship with God
and the intimate operation of the Holy
Spirit upon their lives (John 14:15-27)
was denied them. The Governing Body
was clearly the ‘clergy’ class and they
were the ‘ |a|tv Truth therebv comes from
Brooklvn, not by the Holy Spirit.

Now we are in a position to see the
real importance of the date 1914. If it is
wrong, then sois 1918and 1935.1f 1914
is wrdng, Christ did not return invisibly.
If 1918 is wrong, Christ did not appoint
the Watchtower as his special prophet.
If 1935 is wrong, there are no class dis-
tinctions—all Christians are the same, all
must be born again (John 3:3,5,7), all
must take the bread and the wine (John
6:53,54) and all must have Christ as their
mediator, not a man-made organization
(I Tim. 2:5).

Trouble
Brewing

“Am 1 leading a rebellion, that you have
come with swords and dubs? Every day I was
with you in the temple courts, and you did
not lay a hand on me. But this is - pour hour—
when darkness reigns.” —Luke 22:52, 53

The straw that eventually broke the
camel’s back began to materialize in
1965. For some time, the third President
of the Watchtower, N. H. Knorr, had
wanted to print a Bible dictionary, later
known and published as the Aid To Bible
Understanding. Originally Ravmond
Franz, the nephew of Fred Franz ( fourth
WT president), was assigned to accum-
ulate data for this work. Later, it was
necessary to add four more men to this
project, making a committee of five. Two
of these, Ray Franz and Lyman Swingle,
later became members of the Governing
Body. Edward Dunlap, registrar for the
Gilead School, also researched material
for this project.

In his book Crisis of Conscience (p. 20-
27) Raymond Franz tells of the research
he undertook regarding the dating sys-
tem, which is based upon the cornerstone
of 1914 as being the end of the “Gen-
tiles Times,” a period supposedly running
for 2520 years since 607 BC. Franz tells

of how he sent his personal secretary
(Charles Ploeger) to visit the New York
City libraries to try and substantiate this
date for the destruction of Jerusalem. No
such evidence was forthcoming. Instead,

A Witness elder in Sweden was disfelloro-
shipped for talking to others of his findings
regarding the faulty clronology of the Watch-
tower and its focus on the 1914 date. He
later wrote a book based on his letters to the
Society and his overwhelming discoveries.

the date 586-587 BC was reinforced.
Later, in 1977, a Swedish Witness elder
sent a great deal of documentation based
upon the cuneiform tablets (over 10,000)
found in the Mesopotamian area that
dated back to the time of ancient
Babylon, which tablets substantiated, not
607 BC, but 20 vears later as the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. As Mr. Franz states in
his book, “Much of the time and space
(under the Aid book heading of ‘Chro-
nology’) was spent in trving to weaken
the credibility of the archeological and
historical evidence that would make er-
roneous our 607 BC date and give a dif-
ferent starting point for our calculations
and therefore an ending date different
from 1914.” Franz and his secretary even
took a trip to Brown University in Rhode
Island to interview Prof. Abraham Sachs,
a specialist in ancient cuneiform texts,
in an attempt to find a weakness or flaw
in the historical evidence. Not one pos-
sibility existed of such evidence being er-
roneous. Yet, Franz felt obligated to write
the article in the Aid book without re-
vealing all of the facts, as the rest of the
Governing Body refused to reconsider
the matter.



As previouslv mentioned, several of
the kev doctrines of Jehovah’s Witnesses
are based on 1914, such as the choosing
of the organization in 1918 as the “faith-
ful and discreet slave” and the separa-
tion of the organization into two classes
in 1935. To destroyv the credibility of
1914 as the invisible return of Christ
would trulv devastate the entire author-
itv structure of the Governing Bodyv.
They could not be pointed to as the “ap-
pomtcd channel” of communication (ac-
tually, the mediator) between God and
unregenerate man. Readers of the Bible
within the organization would then be
obliged to conclude that all true Chris-
tians would be with Christ and must be
born-again, as Jesus insisted (John 3:3,7).
Thev would have no need for anv man
or organization to teach them, for, as |
John 2:27 savs, the Holy Spirit would
teach them, even as Jesus promised in
John 14:16-26. The “straw” of factual his-
torical evidence had begun to break the
camel’s back.

While it appeared as if nothing be-
came of this for a few vears, much trouble
was brewing. Changes in organizational
structure put more power in the hands
of several key men on the Governing
Body, who were not about to allow their
power structure to be undermined by
such self-destructive evidence. A lid was
officially sealed on anv discussion of
these matters, vet indiv iduals within the
organization asked questions, especially
at Bethel, the name given bv the Wit-
nesses to their headquarters, Just a few
at Bethel knew of these matters at the
time, vet these few let it be known to
others who asked.

By 1979, the evidence became known
to several in the Spanish JW community
in New York City, and it got back to the
Governing Body around Memorial time
in 1980. Those who “talked” were
dragged before special committees set up
after hours in isolated parts of the fac-
torv at 117 Adams Street. Cris and
Norma Sanchez, who aided in translat-
ing the New World Translation from En-
glish to Spanish, and who had lived at
Bethel for many vears as faithful ser-
vants, were accused of “conspiring
against the organization” and were called
names before the others present, even by
a member of the Governing Body, Dan
Svdlik. Denounced as leeches, a cancer;
and worms, they were given a few hours
to pack up their belongings under total
silence and leave the headquarters—they
were now disfellowshipped. They ap-
pealed their disfellowshipping but the ap-
peal was denied immediately.

Their presence in
Brooklyn was too
dangerous—others
might discover the
secrets thev held and
blow the whole
organization wide
open. Others were
implicated  and
disfellowshipped as
well, such as fellow
translators Nestor
Kuilan and his wife,
as well as Rene
Vazquez. The local
elders who at first be-
lieved the testimony
of these ones were
later exonerated by
reporting them to the
Service Department,
the “tight arm” of the
Governing Body.
Members of the |
Bethel family were |
generally in the dark
about the whole
thing, and most re-
main so to this day,
believing simply the
explanations that
are offered bv the
Governing Bod}'
that it was a planned

Christians,

N

The Governing Body's reaction against the private Bible studies
and the discovery of the meaning of Romans and Galatians
was: (1) to unt down all who questioned the Society’s interpre-
tation. (2) prevent other Witnesses from listening to them, and
(3) to reinforce their peculiar beliefs that there are two classes of

some for whom the “new birth” applies (the
“anpinted”) and the rest who have to rely on the erratic inter-
pretations of the Watchtower organization. (picture of Karl IKlein
from Watchtower, March 1, 1980, p. 9.)
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conspiracy against
Jehovah's organiza-
tion, and that these men and women
were apostates and “spiritual fornica-
tors,” being “mentallv-diseased” and
“corrupt.” Little did they know that the
real problems had just begun.

Paranoia Reigns

“If some some tinge of doubt about Je-
hovah, his Word, or his organization has
begun to linger in vour heart, take quick
steps to eliminate it before it festers into
something that could destrov vour
faith...do not hesitate to ask for help from
iO\-’il'Ig OVErseers in the congt’egation.
They will help vou trace the source of
vour doubts, which may be due to pride
or some wrong thinking.

...act quickly to rout out of the mind any
tendency to complain, to be dissatisfied
with the way things are done in the con-
gregation. Cut off anything that feeds such
donbts.” --Watchtower, 2/1/96, p. 23-24

Naturally, many in the Bethel fam-
ilv were concerned and wept at the
breakfast table when they heard what
had happened with the Spanish broth-
ers. Meantime, the Service Department

was busy rounding up any evidence they
could in order to disfellowship Raymond
Franz, as thev felt he and Edward Dunlap
were COI'!SP[I'}ﬂg agalnst the orgamzatlon_
Lee Waters of the Service Department
even made the statement that “They (the
‘apostates’) had been building a platform
(upon which to attack) for many vears.”
While Lvman Swingle stood up for Rav
Franz and prevented him from being
disfellowshipped at that time (Lvman
knew all the facts about 1914), Franz was
spied upon and later disfellowshipped for
eating a meal with his boss, a former Wit-
ness (see Tine Magazine of Feb. 22, 1982,
p. 66). Edward Dunlap was disfellow-
shipped after members of the Governing
Body pleaded with him to ignore the facts
and maintain their present understand-
ing for the sake of unity. Dozens more
left the Bethel family or were dis-
fellowshipped in the months to come, as
they apparently “knew too much.” While
members of the Bethel family heard regu-
lar denouncements of the “apostates,”
few knew of the events that had occurred.

In the meantime, dozens of members
of the Bethel family continued having
regular Bible studies every Monday night




after the family Watchtower Studv. Dif-
ferent Bibles would be used, as well as
various Bible commentaries. The letters
of Paul to the Romans and Galatians
were of particular fascination, as thev
pointed to a much better and superior
understanding of life and a relationship
with Christ than the Witnesses were al-
lowed to enjov. But the fear of exposure
and being disfellowshipped kept many
from talking to outsiders about their find-
ings. On Mondayv nights they would
carry Watchtowers to the studies, just in
case a “spv” knocked at their doors.

Schroeder’s
"Salvation by Law™"

Albert Schroeder (a prominent
spokesman on the Governing Body), dur-
ing a meeting of the elders of the Bethel
family on May 29, 1980 (referring to
those who have questioned their abso-
lute authority), said: “All the things they
are teaching ignore the framework we
have been developing all these manv
vears.

Many Witnesses at headquarters
were also beginning to appreciate that
Christianity is not a religion based on
rules and regulations (like the Mosaic
Law), but that Christianity is a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and that Chris-
tians walk by means of the Holv Spirit.
The Apostle Paul said in Gal. 2:20,21:

“I am impaled along with Christ. It is no
longer I that live, but it is Christ that is
living in union with me... if righteousness
is through the law, Christ actually died
for nothing.

“Furthermore, if vou are being led by the
spirit, vou are not under law.” (Gal. 5:18)

It is good to know that wherever the
word “law” is not capitalized in the New
World Tianslation (or any other Bible), it
is not necessarily referring to the Mo-
saic Law but to Law Systems Or Rules
Imposed Upon Christians. This is the key
message of the gospel that collapses the
Watchtower: Are we saved by faith in
Jesus Christ, or like the “Judaizers” in
the first century, must we add the rules
and standards of an organization? (Gal.
5:1-4)

The surfacing of this issue was more
than the Governing Body of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses could bear. Stinging responses
were made to the Bethel family such as
these, made by Albert Schroeder, speak-
ing to elders of the Bethel family on May
29, 1980:

Jehovan's Arrangement for His “Sheep’

During the peak of the Governing Body's paranoia over dissent, it published an article
reinforcing their view of two classes of Christians, and even put the “three rebels” (appar-
ently Ray Franz, Ed Dunlap and Reinhard Lengtat, co-authors of the “Aid To Bible
Understanding” book) as #6 above, identifying them as “the stranger,” “thief,” “the
hired man”: Apostates and false shepherds. (picture from WT, 7/15/80, p. 26)

J/

“We serve not only Jehovah God but we
are under our ‘mother." Our ‘mother’ has
the right to make rules and regulations
for us... This book, entitled Branch Orga-
nization Procedure, contains 28 subjects;
and its sub-sections involve regulations
and administration. In it there are 1,177
palicies and regulations... this is an im-
proved, fine-tuned organization, and we
are expected to follow its policies. If there
are some who feel that they cannot sub-
ject themselves to the rules and regula-
tions now in operation, such ones ought
to be leaving and not be involved here in
the further progressive work.”

“Some have fallen away from the organi-
zation, NOT FROM THE BIBLE, saving
there is no need for COMING UNDER
LAW...This great program of organization
procedure is gathering the things of
heaven and earth.”

What treatment would this “fine-
tuned” mother organization mete out to
those who believe they are not saved by
following the organizational laws, but by
faith in Jesus Christ?

Intimidation Tactics

While Ray Franz was away on leave
of absence, a special committee was es-
tablished to extract confessions of his
close friends and acquaintances, to de-
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termine evervthing he had said in pri-
vate that could be used against him as
respects to the aforementioned issues.
For two weeks these committees intimi-
dated manv members of the Bethel fam-
ilv and recorded their confessions. Then
R'\\ was suddenly called back to Bethel
and made to listen to these tapes in the
presence of the (_novrsrmn(g, Bodv.
Ravmond Franz was cast out and
qtripped of his privileges. He had served
in every responsible positions for decades
and had traveled the world visiting the
branch offices, but this made little dif-
ference.

Others were subjected to long hours
of intense interrogation as the “Watch-
tower committees” set up a series of ten
“special questions” to ask any person
suspected of talking about what was go-
ing on in the Governing Body. Many
were disfc]lowshipped from the organi-
zation simply because thev could not
believe and conscientiously teach certain
doctrines of the Witnesses. Such persons
are then viewed as “spiritually dead” bv
the others and they are not even allowed
to talk with such ones. Many more left
under benign pretenses just to escape
without being disfellowshipped.

In the following weeks and months |
noticed that the members of the Gov-



erning Body minced no words in slan-
dering and name-calling such individu-
als. Thex were called “spiritual fornica-
tors,” memallv diseased” and “insane,”
They were said to be following the
“teaching of demons.” In one commit-
tee meeting where a married couple who
had faithfully served for decades was
dlsfc]lowshlppcd, one member of the Gov-
erning Bedy called them “suckers™ and
“liars.” One Bethelite, Randy Mangles,
had his phone calls redirected through
the Service Department to spv on his
outside connections. Members of the
family would turn in even their own
friends for suspicion of apostasy. It is
important to know that few of the fam-
ilv members knew what was reallv go-
ing on; the Governing Bodyv kept it well-
concealed and responded by defaming
the characters of those involved.

As previously mentioned, some
members of the familv had been hold-
ing their own Bible studies to help un-
derstand the scriptures apart from
Watchtower dogma. These groups were
soon discovered and told to stop unless
thev would use the Societv’s publica-
tions for reference. On April 30, 1980,
Karl Klein of the Governing Body stated
to the whole family:

“If vou have a tendency towards ‘apos-
tasy,” get a hobby and kecp vourself busy
to keep vour mind off of it. Stay away
from detp Bible study to determine
meanings of the scriptures.”

Another member of the Governing
Body, Llovd Barry, said on May 29,
1980 in addressing the elders of the
Bethel family:

“When we talk about law, we talk about
organization. With all our hearts we
need to search after that law. Jehovah
doesi’t give individuals interpretation. We
need a guide, and that is the ‘faithful
and discreet slave.” We should not be
getting together in a clique to discuss
views contrary to the ‘faithful and Dis-
creet slave.” We must recognize the
source of our instruction. We must be
like an ass, be humble, and stay in the
manger; and we won’t get any poison.”

These are a few of the many shock-
ing things that could be seen and heard
at headquarters. Imagine vourself as one
of these Bethel elders who had recently
just begun to discover what real Chris-
tianity is all about, and then imagine
listening to these blasphemous state-
ments that clearlv contradict the entire
message of the letters to the Romans
and Galatians, as well as the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “You
will know the truth, and the truth will
set_you free.” -O-

The Governing
Body's Response

to the 1980
Inadent

While the Governing Bodyv will not
comment on the events of 1979-1980 in
detail, for fear that the rank-and-file
would ask too many guestions, there
were no shortages of backlash-related
articles in the pages of the Watchtower
during the 80’s, in direct response to the
issues raised (i.e., freedom in Christ, au-
thority of the Governing Bodyv. and the
“two classes” doctrine). Warning: the
level of maturity manifest in these re-
sponses may be unintentionally comical!

[1 Jo 2:26 on why the anointed do
not need apostates to teach them]

To walk in divine light and not be
misled by apostates, we need proper spiri-
tual instruction. (Read | John 2:26-29.)
Spirit-begotten ones have an “anointing”
by holv spirit, have come to know God
and his Son, and “do not need anvone
[an apostate] to be teaching” them. By
his anointing spirit, God “is teaching”
spiritual Israelites “about all things”
needed in order to worship him accept-
ablv. (John 4:23,24; 6:45) We are de-
lighted that as Jehovah’s Witnesses we
receive such spiritual instruction from
God through “the faithful and discreet
slave.” WT 7/15/86, p.14

[sipping poison]

Therefore, resolve in your heart that
vou will never even touch the poison that
apostates want vou to sip. Heed the wise
but firm commands of Jehovah to avoid
completely those who would deceive vou,
mislead vou, turn vou aside into the wavs
of death. If we love Jehovah with our
whole heart, soul, and mind, while lov-
ing our neighbor as we love ourselves,
we will leave no room for penetration by
apostate thinking. (Matthew 22:37-39)
We will not “allow place for the Devil”
and will have no desire to look elsewhere.
We will not " be quickly shaken from our

reason’ by some counterfeit teaching, 2
Thes 2: 1,2. WT 3/15/86 pg 20

[mediator for not ALL men]
What, then, is Christ’s role in this
program of salvation? Paul proceeds to
v: “There is one God, and one media-
tor between God and men [not, all men],
a man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a
corresponding ransom for all.” |
Tim.2:5,6. WT 11/15/79 pg 26

[*holding to the word”]

.."An overseer must be...loval.” Such
lov alt\ is demonstrated by “holding
ﬁrmh to the faithful word” as expounded
in the publications of Jehovah’s modern
Christian organization. Titus 1:69. WT
2/1/83 pg 14

[On questioning the directives of
the Governing Body of JWs]

Back in early Christian times, some
decisions made’ bv the governing bodv
may have been hard to understand at the
time. This was doubtless the case when
Paul was sent back to Tarsus or when he
was sent to the temple after his third
missionary journev. (Acts 9:30; 21:23-
25) Yet, Christ was actuallv behind such
decisions. (Acts 22:17-21; 23:11) Today
we can be confident that whatever Christ
allows to occur among his disciples on
earth has some loftv purpose behind it,
even as in the first century. WT 8-1-87

pg 20

[Jehovah doesn’t illuminate
individual Christians]

Jehovah does not illuminate each
Christian individually. Rather, Christ
appointed the “faithful and discreet
slave” class to provide Scriptural study
material and timely counsel to Christians
throughout the world. WT 8-15-88 p.
28 -O-



Finanaal Fraud

While the Watchtower does not pub-
licly disclose its financial affairs, much
has been learned about its fund-raising
techniques. Witnesses come to the door
with their magazines that were formerly
offered for 25 cents, telling the house-
holder that this was to cover the cost of
printing. What Jehovah’s Witnesses do
not mention (because they do not actu-
ally know) is that the magazines cost the
Brooklyn office little more than 5 cents
apiece to produce, including overhead.
(see http://www.freeminds.org/historv/
wtpressl.htm) But their policy changed
of necessity in 1990, as they faced being
charged with sales tax fraud in the state
of California, along with Jimmy Swaggart
Ministries. Suddenly, “new light” flashed
forth, in the form of a new policy, at least
in the more affluent countries.

The new policy announced in 1990
detailed a complete donation basis for
literature. It was now to be supplied with-
out charge to congregations, but contri-
bution boxes are placed by the literature
counter for donations from the publish-
ers, supposedly to cover the cost of print-
ing and distribution. In the field, dona-
tions for the items are also solicited, but
are supposedlv not necessary in order to
obtain books and magazines. Such do-
nations received from the public are then
to be brought back to the Kingdom Hall
and sent to the Society.

What was the motivation for these
changes? The Society’s answer was that
less paperwork would be needed and the
literature could be more easily distrib-
uted. “By adopting a method of litera-
ture distribution based completely on
donation, Jehovah’s people are able to
greatly simplify our Bible education work
and separate ourselves from those who
commercialize religion.” (Letter from the
Watch Tower Society to all U.S. congre-
gations dated February 21, 1990.)

The second reason given about ‘sepa-
rating ourselves from those who commer-
cialize religion” alluded to the real rea-

son for the Society’s change in literature
distribution. Just one month before the
new policy was announced, the Society
watched how the Supreme Court ruled
in California Board of Equalization vs. Jimnty
Swaggart Ministries. California wanted to
assess sales taxes on the sale of books
and tapes and other items by Swaggart’s
ministry. The Watch Tower Society filed
amicus curiae (a friend of the court legal
brief) in support of Swaggart’s position,
that a religious organization should be
exempt from such taxation. On Jan. 17,
1990, just a little over a month before
the Society’s change in policy, the Su-
preme Court ruled against Swaggart and
permitted taxation. The Society’s new
policy avoided any liability for taxation
by taking the financial transaction out
of the picture (donations cannot be
taxed).

The new policy was primarily a tax
dodge. The side benefit to the Watch-
tower was that they received monies
TWICE for the items, if all went as
planned: Perhaps a dollar or two for a
small book when vou picked up the lit-
erature from the Kingdom Hall, and if
you received a donation for the book
from the householder, vou were required
to bring this back to the Hall and deposit it
as well.

The Society’s letter outlining the new
policy took great pains to emphasize that
the donation policy was not a subterfuge
for continued specified prices. The claim
was made that “we will not suggest a
specific donation.” (Letter dated Febru-
ary 9, 1990.) Yet a subsequent letter gave
instructions on how to suggest the old
prices for Watchtower and Awake! subscrip-
tions:

“It may be that the subscriber will ask
how much is expected. The publisher
should inform the subscriber that the
making of a donation or the amount of
such is entirely up to the subscriber. The
publisher may inform the subscriber that
some have donated $5 and others §10 or
more, but the amount is left up to the
subscriber. Whether or not a donation is
made the subscription will be renewed ...
If it turns out that a subscriber does not
make a donation, as Jehovah God's fel-
low workers we have the opportunity to
support that work, depending on our cir-

cumstances.” (Letter dated February 21,
1990)

In practice, the literature is often not
even given to those who won't offer the
appropriate “contribution” that is hinted
at by the Watchtower Society. (See the
Nov 1996 Our Kingdom Ministry, also the
reprint of the Jun/Aug 1995 issue of the
Free Minds Journal, entitled, “The Watch-
tower Way of Laundering Money.”)
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"Where Else
Can We Go?"

“Therefore Jesus said to the twelve: *You
do not want to go also, do vou?’ Simon
Peter answered him: ‘Lord, whom shall
we go away to? You have sayings of ever-
lasting life; and we have believed and
come to know that vou are the Holv One

of God.” - John 6:67-69, NWT

Control-oriented religions (often
called “cults”) like to pose an ethical di-
lemma, should the recruit attempt to
leave. Fears of what will happen to vou
if you leave the organization are im-
planted firmly in your mind, so that any
attempts to use vour own |udgment or
discernment will llkelv result in guilt for
even questioning the leadership.

“Where else can we go?” is a pet
phrase used by the Watchtower, slyvlv
misdirecting the loyalty of the JW from
Jesus to an organization. Yet Peter’s state-
ment indicated that he would be willing
to suffer at the hands of men and insti-
tutions for the privilege of following Jesus
his Lord.

In the history of the Church over the
last 2000 vears, it has oft been neces-
sary for men who fear God above man
to separate themselves from organized re-
ligions when such become corrupt. As a
result, we mayv face a crisis of conscience
in our lives when people and institutions
we have come to know and respect turn
out bad. To take a stand means to be os-
tracized and shunned, perhaps even los-
ing close friends, a marriage partner or
even one’s own children. The days ahead
may seem lonely and without direction.
Yet this very time of change can result in
a new life, especially when accompanied
by prayer, deep thought and a well-
rounded education. Do not despair!
Thousands are going through the same
process right now. If vou are facing this,
know that you are not alone.

When you meet the friendliest people
vou have ever known, who introduce you
to the most loving group of people you've
ever encountered, and you find the leader
to be the most inspired, caring, compas-
sionate and understanding person you've
ever met, and then you learn that the
cause of the group is something you never
dared hope could be accomplished, and
all of this sounds too good to be true, it
probably is too good to be true! Don't
give up your education, your hopes and
ambitions to follow a rainbow."

--Jeanne Mills, former member of the People's
Temple and subsequent victim of assassination
a year following the Nov. 18, 1978 Jonestown
suicides/murders of 911 adults and children.




The Surpassing
Beauty of Living
by Grace

by Randall Watters

Commenting on the intrigue of luman
relationships and the trials men place on one
another, Watchtower Circuit Overseer Floyd
Kite once jokingly told me that “halfof us are
here to test the other half.” As a devout
Jehoval's Witness and an organization man,
I was determined to be the “half " that tested
the others. I kept close watch on others” con-
duct as a Bethel elder and overseer. The study
of Remans and Galatians while at Bethel
changed my life, however, prompting me to
discover the following truths, new to us but
not to the Christian church.

Legislating
Righteousness

Actually, the world is full of “spiri-
tual” polltemen but the efforts put forth
bv such ones to control the lives of oth-
ers is often less than welcome. Yet some
will say, “Doesn’t the Bible have certain
things to say about our conduct and our
outward appearance?” Yes! Are these to
be considered as laws, or just helpful
suggestions? How far is a Christian to
go in counseling others? Let a former
“policeman” give vou some ideas.

The concept of living under Law is
not bad in itself. Yahweh established a
perfect Law with Moses and the nation
of Israel. Jesus later came, not to abolish
the Law, but to fulfill it (Matt. 5:17).
That meant that the laws contained
therein were not wrong, outdated or
prudish. Jesus came, not to sav that the
Law was too hard to keep, but to estab-
lish an even more exacting standard. This
he did when he summed up the Law in
two commands: “You must love the Lord
vour God with your whole heart, mind,
and soul, and vou must love vour nelgh
bor as vourself He savs, “On these two
commandments depend the whole
Law....” (Matt. 5:20; 22:39,40)

Jesus” death on the cross released us
from a voke of servitude to a written law
(Col. é:IS-IS), Yet, ironically, he pro-
moted more absolute standards. He went
a step further and clarified how one
could fall short of God’s standards by

what is in one’s heart, even if outwardly
obeving the Law. In other words, Jesus
revealed the principles undergirding the Law
as being the standards to strive for. By
teaching such a perfect standard of con-
duct, Jesus advocated a quality of faith
and commitment that is actually unat-
tainable for fallen humans, were it not for
divine grace.

For instance: According to Jesus, not
onlv is the ACT of adulterv a sin, but the
very passion of lust is a sin! (Matt.
5:27,28) Not only is stealing a sin, but
coveting vour neighbor's belongings or
his wife in_your heart is sin. Not only is
marriage sacred, but getting a divorce can
make one an adulterer in God’s eves!
(Matt. 5:31,32) You are to pray for vour
enemies and do good for those who perse-
cute vou (Matt. 5:38-40, 43-46). Who
can then sav that the Christian has it
easier than the Old Testament Jew?

The difference is, God has given us
the new birth and a new nature (1 Peter
1:23). A “seed” of righteousness is
planted in us when we are born from
above. God comes to live IN us (through
the Holy Spirit), enabling us to par‘ra}\e
of his holiness (Romans 8:9-11). ie~u«
made this possible through his death ar
resurrection (Heb. 9:11-15). We are re-
deemed and declared righteous. Jesus
then takes that “seed” in us and forms it
into a mature Christian, thereby sancti-
fving us. He trusts us to walk in that new
nature that we now possess, We die to
the old, corrupted nature of the fallen
flesh (2 Peter 1:3,4). Were it not for this
new birth and its accompanving grace,
our condemnation would be greater than
under the Law of Moses, for Jesus’ stan-
dards are more exacting and comprehen-
sive than the Mosaic Law. Jesus said we
are to be perfect (Matt, 5:48).

We can only hope to be “perfect” if
we walk in the new nature (Gal. 5:16,17).
We must be born again (John 3:3,5,7).
How common is it to see the old nature
of religious men and women trying to
reach some artificial standard of conduct
laid out for them by a religion or church,
thinking that by domg so, they are some-
how holv. Yet, the apostle Paul makes it
plain that if we seek to justify ourselves
by following laws or rules, we are still
under condemnation, and Christ is use-
less to us (Gal. 2:15-21). It is the Spirit
in us enabling us to do true works of righ-
teousness, not our old nature.

Now the stage is set for comprehending the
difficult sayings of Jesus, especially in his Ser-
mon on the Mount,

Christ does not make concessions for
our weakness by lowering his standards.
He expects us to allow the indwelling
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Spirit to dominate our lives. To the ex-
tent this happens, we are able to follow
his perfect standards.

While Jesus makes no concessions to
his standards, he is rich in mercy and
forgiveness when we fall short of them.
He knows we will sin many times along
the way (Heb. 4:15,16). He points us
towards perfection. We are to keep our
eves on what he wants us to be at all
times; not on some lesser, more attain-
able goal. Yet, he knows that we will grow
old and die without attamlng perfection
(Phil. 3:12-14).

This can be most frustrating at times!
It means that we will never reach a pla-
teau in our Christianity. The “mountain”
is higher than we can climb, and God
has not set up “camps” on the slopes for
us to live in; vet he allows us to make
wavside rest stops to refresh ourselves
and then continue on. Then, upon
Christ’s return, his work in us is com-
pleted as we are transformed into per-
fection as in the twinkling of an eve (I
Thes. 4:16,17; 1 Cor. 15:51-533).

So, just what part does the church
plav in making rules for Christians?

God's Work, Not Ours

In the realm of Christian religions,
there are three approaches used in advo-
cating standards of conduct:

(1) The strict approach--a code of con-
duct is laid out as “necessary,” and it is
strict enough that only a few Christians
will follow it, producing an appearance of
righteousness.

(2) The merciful approach--a
middle-of-the-road code of conduct is
promoted that is workable (attainable)
for most or all believers,

(3) The perfection approach--Jesus’ per-
fect standards are advocated, which are
reallv principles to be followed from the
heart rather than laws.

Some churches, and all of the cults,
choose method #1; many churches
choose #2.

However, not onlv do the first two
approaches fall short of Jesus” moral pre-
cepts, but the system designed for the
few (#1) condemns the many and exalts
the few; whereas in actuality, if RULES
are to be followed, ALL are actually con-
demned because ALL will fall short of
perfect obedience to those rules! Sys-
tem #1, therefore, provides a false sense
of security. It is also substandard to the
third approach.



Graffiti from the Bethel pressroom (circa 1979) pokes fun at the proclivity of
the Governing Body to legislate all matters of conduct that suits the well-being
of the organization. (illustration by Mark Quackenbush)

Svstem #2 is unbiblical as well. To
water down the principles Christ gave
and to replace them with a sub-standard
law code is not acceptable to God. He
will not tolerate sin, nor lesser standards:;
that is why Jesus had to die for our sins.
He will only work within the perfect ap-
proach.

As Christians, we expect God to mold
us and to perfect our conduct and our
character. We cannot by ourselves mute
the power of sin within us (nor can oth-
ers do it for us!). Though it may seem a
noble cause to try and alter our own
heart’s desires, it cannot be done through
living by a law code, whether it be strict
or lenient.

So we drop the law code idea. We
see Jesus’ lofty standards for what they
are and we realize that we will never obey
them perfectly, at least in this life. That’s
why we are saved by grace! So we quit
following rules and allow the grace of the
Holy Spirit to do his work in us. We learn
to become more like children as regards
humility and simplicity (Matt. 18:3).
Prayers are offered for the Holy Spirit
to work changes within us, giving us a
new heart; a pure heart. We are praying
for something that cannot be accom-
plished through obedience to laws and
rules.

Symptom Warriors

Chances are that you will come to
understand these principles of grace ver-

sus law before some of your policemen-
tvpe friends do. '\«Iost of the time these

“symptom warriors” mean well. They
believe they can legislate spiritual growth.

The desire of the symptom warrior
is to (.hangc vour conduct so as to be
more acceptable to God. Sort of like the
Watchtower approach, right? Most of
us have played this game at one time or
another.

However, since we cannot really see
the hearts of others or accurately perceive
where they are in their relationship with
God, we often observe and react to out-
ward symptoms. We are ever-ready to
point out symptoms to our brother that
indicate his walk with the Lord is “not
what it should be.” Because we lack the
faith that God controls this process of
perfecting his saints, we suggest to our
brother that if he would only correct the
symptom, his heart will change for the
better. We believe that if “Mark would
only stop smoking, he would not feel so
guilty and could approach the Lord
easier.” “If Joan would quit watching
soap operas, she would love the Lord
more and her marriage would improve.”
Seldom do we stop and think that we
are approaching the whole thing back-
wards. Why not get them interested in
the things of God, and let God do the
work? Besides, we may be reading the
symptoms wrong in the first place.

Wasn't Jesus very strict as to what
we can and can’t do? Didn’t he make
many statements regarding the living of
a sanctified lifestyle?

On Giving Advice

Giving advice to a Christian friend is
not something to take lightlv! It is bet-
ter to point to what Jesus said or did that
bears on a subject, rather than telling
them what to do in a given situation. Let
them make their decision according to
their faith and commitment. To insist
that others follow certain standards of
conduct such as dress codes, movie or
music preferences, tvpes of recreation,
business decisions, etc. means that we
are making our own standards for an-
other to follow, rather than allowing
them to make a personal moral decision
based upon their understanding of God's
perfect standards. God is the only one
qualified to give us laws to follow, which
he did in the case of the Ten Command-
ments. Yet, no one could keep them!
Therefore, God did away with law, and
established a better arrangement. Do we
have the right to introduce laws when God
has done away with law? (Gal. 2:16-21)
To do so puts us under a curse (Gal.
3:10)!

Following rules for Christian living is
of the flesh; letting the indwelling Spirit
live through vou is true Chri istianitv. Paul
savs,

There is therefore now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set vou free from the law of sin and
of death.

For what the Law could not do, weak as
it was through the flesh, God did: send-
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and as an offering for sin, He con-
demned sin in the flesh, in order that the
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled
in us, who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit.

For those who are according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who are according to the Spirit,
the things of the Spirit.

However, you are not in the flesh but in
the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God
dwells in you. But if anvone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Him. (Romans 8:1-5,9)

We need to have the faith that if our
brother loves God, he will seek to walk
in the Spirit. If he seeks the things of
the Spirit, God will perfect his heart.
OUR part is to encourage our brother or
sister in their walk so that this love for
God will be there in the first place. As
we encourage and strengthen the faith
of our brothers and sisters, they come to
love God more, and this seed of love is
nurtured by the Holy Spirit. -O-



Testimony of
Randall Watters

(served at Watchtower headquarters
Sfrom 1974 to 1980)

Havmb y been a pioneer for two vears
and anxious to live at the hub of “God’s
organization,” Bethel seemed like a
wonderful place to be. From the start, |
learned to run a press, printing the New
World Translation, the Aid book, and
manv other publications. Bv 1977 I had
been appointed a floor overseer and a
Bethel elder. | was in charge of the
presses that printed their Bibles, and
help start an offset printing training
school. Later projects involved helping
to renovate the entire printing opera-
tion. Travelling regularly around New
England as a speaker, | made many fine
friends and enjoved my work. 1 was
L()I‘\\’Il‘l(t‘d this was trul\ “God’s orga-
nization,” and was even zealous to re-
port those who were entertaining
thoughts contrary to those of the “faith-
ful slave.” T was well-known as an “or-
ganization man.”

The big change in my perspective
came in early 1979. On a business trip
to Massachusetts with three other fac-
tory overseers, we were discussing the
importance of faith for salvation and
how the organization makes one’s works
the big issue (rather than true faith)
through the counting of time (going
door-to-door), keeping personal activ-
itv records, etc. From this time [ began
a studyv that intrigued me more and
more, as | studied Paul’s letters to the
Romans and Galatians. At Bethel, I at-

tended a Monday night Bible study af-
ter the family “Watchtower study.” We
used different translations of the Bible
and went through the New Testament
chapter by chapter. It was becoming no-
ticeable to those within our group that
there was a significant difference between
studving what the Watchtower said
about the Bible and actually studving the
Bible.

Word leaked out that the Governing
Bodv had discussed the validity of the

1914 date; or, rather, the issue was

brought up for discussion but was quickly
dropped. Also, the matter of the impor-
tance of developing one’s conscience
rather than living by a code of rules had
been repeatedly brought up, and it
seemed that a measure of freedom would
be tolerated within the organization.
Articles had been published that ap-
peared to give the Witnesses more free-
dom in their consciences as to matters
of emplovment and their private lives.

Take as an example the Oct. |, 1972
Watchtorer article on “Your Conscience
and Your Emplovment.” It was clarified
that a person who worked on a tobacco
plantation could choose to remain rthere
or quit his job; it was up to his con-
science. Then not a few months would
pass by, and elders would complain to
the Governing Body that the flock was
taking too many liberties, and rules had
to be laid down. Thus, the Kingdom Min-
istry of September 1976 stated on page
3 that a Witness most certainly “could
not engage in the manufacture, sale or
promotion” of cigarettes. Milton
Henschel, a member of the Governing
Body, once said over another matter of
conscience, “If we let the brothers do this,
there is no telling how far thev will go.”
While in direct conflict with Paul’s words
at Romans 7:6 and Galatians 2:16-21;
3:10, the Governing Body deemed it nec-
essary to lay down rules to “keep the
brothers in line.” Over and over | would
hear it echoed among those in positions
of responsibility at Bethel, “You just can’ 't
trust the brothers to themselves.” In
other words, the average JW's love for
Jehovah was seeminglv not able to keep
him out of trouble, he needed to have
rules, curfews and restrictions to govern
all aspects of his life. Yet, my experience
as an overseer told me otherwise. When
vou trust people, they feel comfortable
and worl all the more to get the job done.
Unfortunately, this was not the pervad-
ing atmosphere at Bethel.

Up until the latter part of 1979, per-
sonal opinions could be discussed among
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close friends, and it was well known
among the more “seasoned” Bethelites
that most of the members of the Gov-
erning Bodv and the Writing Depart-
ment had differences of opinion as to
matters of doctrine. For example, Colin
Quackenbush, former editor of the
Awake! magazine, believed that all of the
“144,000" (the heavenly class) must have
been chosen by the end of the first cen-
tury, for history testifies that there were
millions of Christians even in the early
vears of the church, many of these hav-
ing been martvred for their faith. Fred
Franz, the fourth president, at times ex-
pressed beliefs that he had to qualify as
his opinion, and not the general consen-
sus of the other GB members. Yet, bv
the end of 1979, none would dare to ad-
mit such differences. Those who did were
disfellowshipped.

During the time that the Sanchezes
were disfellowshipped and Ray Franz was
put on trial, I would hear through the
grapevine who was going to “get the axe”
next. The junior members of the Gov-
erning Body took turns at defaming the
characters of these “apostates” in order
to prove their lovalty to the older mem-
bers of the Governing Bodv. A popular
Bible commentary (Barnes’ Notes On the
New Testament) was banned from the li-
braries for a time, as some Bethelites who
had used it in their studies had seen
through the shallow scholarship of the
JW publications and criticized them. Re-
vealing their insecuritv over their own
doctrinal foundation, the Aug.15,1981
Watchtower (p. 28,29) stabbed at those
who wanted to studv the Bible without
The Watchtower: “The\' sav that it is suf-
ficient to read the Bible e\duswelv ei-
ther alone or in small groups at home.
But, strangely, through such ‘Bible read-
ing,” they have reverted right back to the
apostate doctrines that commentaries by
Christendom’s clergy were teaching 100
vears ago.

The crux of the matter is this: The
JW is not allowed to interpret the Bible,
but must relv on the ever-changing in-
terpretations of 14 men in New York,
none of whom are Greek or Hebrew
scholars, and have no business translat-
ing a Bible, let alone controlling the lives
of millions of innocent people.

Christianity is meant to be an expe-
riential faith. You come to Christ as vour
mediator, ask fnrgzveness for vour sins,
and vou receive the “new birth” (John
3:3-7). Christianity is God working through
man, not man working for God. -0-
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